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REVIEW. 
Inventaire des Oiseaux de France, par Noel Mayaud avec la 

collaboration d'Henri Heim de Balsac et Henri Jouard. 
T H I S list of the birds of France, is welcome and will be found useful 
not only to French ornithologists, but to us and other foreigners 
visiting the country. I t is divided into two parts, one the complete 
list of birds accepted to the fauna, and two, a critical list of " captures 
contestables on contestees." The main list is arranged in accordance 
with Welmore's classification. The genus and its type with reference, 
are set out. A species name is given and these are numbered con
secutively, while sub-species are lettered alphabetically. References are 
given to the original descriptions, to Degland and Gerbe and to the 
French authors, who first added the bird to the list. A brief account 
of distribution and migrations follows, and this, the most useful part 
of the work, is decidedly disappointing, as i t is greatly lacking in 
detail. The number of species enumerated is approximately the same 
as on our list, but there must certainly be more species breeding in 
France than in this country. The number of sub-species admitted 
to the list is very large, and a good many appear to us to be unworthy 
of recognition, but even named sub-species do not satisfy the authors, 
who go to the length of using geometrical signs to indicate birds 
considered to be intermediate between two close sub-species. 

The List, however, will form a useful basis for further work, and 
it would certainly appear tha t there is still much to be done before 
any exact knowledge of the distribution of birds in France can be 
obtained. 
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