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REVIEWS. 
LOCAL REPORTS. 

Report on the Birds of Warwickshire, Worcestershire and S. Staffordshire, 
1936. Prepared under the direction of the Birmingham Bird Club. 
is . 6d. (H. G. Alexander, 144, Oak Tree Lane, Birmingham, 29.) 

T H I S , the third annual, Report is an advance on its predecessors, and 
has much matter of interest. I t contains an account of birds on Rotton 
Park Reservoir, migrant dates, special accounts for each county on the 
Grey Wagtail, Lesser Redpoll and Little Owl, lists (with a map) of 
movements of ringed birds to and from the counties and a number of 
classified notes. There were no startling events to record during the 
year, bu t the Report shows t h a t much solid work was done. The 
classified list contains interesting items especially among the water 
birds—an Oystercatcher, a Bar-tailed Godwit, two Red-throated 
Divers, two Long-tailed Ducks, two Grey Lag-Geese and three Skuas 
(probably Pomatorhine) being among the more interesting species noted. 
Transactions of the Cardiff Naturalists' Society, 1935. 
T H E S E contain a few ornithological notes selected by G. C. S. Ingram 
and H. M. Salmon. Among these we note tha t an Avocet, a very rare 
visitor to Glamorgan, was seen a t Aberthaw on April 28th, 1935, and 
a par ty of seven Black Grouse, which had become extinct in the 
county, was satisfactorily identified in the same year near Llangynwyd. 

Observations on Birds in the Bournemouth District, October, 1936 to 1937. 
By Rev. F . C. R. Jourdain. 

T H I S is a very condensed report on the birds observed in rather an 
indefinite area. As in other parts, the Dartford Warbler, benefiting 
by several favourable years has greatly increased in numbers. Six 
Whooper Swans wintered {1936-7) a t Beaulieu. The Raven is still 
spreading slowly eastwards. Montagu's Harriers had an unfortunate 
year and no young were reared. Several Garganey bred on the Avon. 

Skokholm Bird Observatory Report for 1937. 
T H I S Report has many points of interest. In 1937 one hundred and 
eleven observers stayed on the island and there were other day visitors, 
and observational and ringing work was carried on daily. Over six 
thousand birds were ringed on the island during the year. Mr. Lockley's 
efforts to control the rabbits with the hope of making the island a sheep 
farm have failed. A serious a t tempt is t o be made to control the 
bracken which is steadily encroaching. Mr. Lockley considers tha t 
bracken encourages Lesser Black-backed Gull, Hedge-Sparrow, 
Blackbird and Whitethroat and discourages Manx Shearwater, Storm-
Petrel, Oystercatcher, Lapwing, Wheatear, Meadow-Pipit and Sky-Lark. 
A very interesting ten-year census of the nesting birds only partly 
supports this suggestion, Lapwings and Oystercatchers having 
decreased and Lesser Black-backed Gulls having increased. But the 
Herring-Gull has also increased, while the Great Black-backed shows 
a much larger proportionate increase. I t also appears tha t Manx 
Shearwaters are not decreasing and tha t Storm-Petrels are increasing 
as are Guillemots and Razorbills. We note with interest t ha t Mr. M. C. 
Harman is now owner of Grassholm and has put it under the guardian
ship of Mr. Lockley. The Report ends with a number of valuable notes 
in a classified list. I t is observed that Fulmar Petrels now haunt the 
island coast in some numbers in summer though none as yet breed 
there. Razorbills have been ringed and caught intensively and birds 
ringed as nestlings were caught as adults a t nesting places a year later. 


	Reviews
	Local reports
	Report on the Birds of Warwickshire, Worcestershire and S. Staffordshire 1936
	Transactions of the Cardiff Naturalists' Society 1935
	Observations on Birds in the Bournemouth District 1936-37
	Skokholm Bird Observatory Report for 1937



