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Handbuch der Deutschen Vogelkunde. Edited by G. Niethammer. 
Bd. i . Passeres (Leipzig : Akademische Verlagsgesellschaft, 1937). 

T H E late Ernst Harter t was so impressed with the plan of the Practical 
Handbook tha t after this had been taken in hand he immediately 
proposed the prodnction of a similar handbook for Germany. Pre
parations for this were actually begun under Dr. le Roi in 1913, but 
his death and the War held up the work, and later the difficulty of 
finding an editor was such tha t it was not until 1934 tha t Dr. G. Niet
hammer undertook to carry it through, with the assistance of seven 
other German ornithologists. The first volume of this excellent and 
compact Handbook, which we understand is to be completed this 
summer by a further volume in two sections, is now before us and 
reflects the greatest credit on all concerned. 

The main difference in plan of the Handbuch and the Practical 
Handbook is tha t orders, families and genera are not described, no 
reference is given to the original description in the synonymy and the 
descriptions of plumages, moults and structure are much less full. 
Unusual visitors are much less fully treated in all sections than residents 
and regular migrants. On the other hand there is an additional section 
on parasites and a section is devoted specially to habitat, as it is in our 
new Handbook. The classification, following as it does Hartert 's Die 
Vogel der palaarktischen Fauna, agrees closely with ours, though we 
notice tha t the Sparrows and Snow-finches are retained in the Fringillidce 
instead of being placed in the Ploceidce, which we now consider to be 
their correct position, as will be seen in the new Handbook. The 
nomenclature of this Handbuch and ours are remarkably uniform, 
which justifies in a striking way the claim tha t adherence to the 
principles of strict priority in nomenclature would bring uniformity. 

The distributional data are divided under the heads of general 
distribution of the species or " Rassenkreis ", general distribution of 
the race or races occurring in Germany, German distribution or 
occurrence of the same, and migrations, including ringing results. 
This method entails some repetition, but certainly adds to lucidity 
and the requisite space is secured by condensation in some of the 
other sections. In the case of species in which no sub-species are 
recognized the first two sections are combined in one. The diagram
matic maps illustrating the distribution or migrations of certain 
species are a new and valuable feature. 

The section on field-characters while containing much useful matter 
undoubtedly suffers from over-compression. This is particularly true 
of the portion devoted to notes. We fully recognize tha t only a summary 
treatment of the main notes is intended, but too often this is confined 
to verbal renderings without, or without adequate, indications of the 
quality of the sound, and rarely with any at tempt a t comparison with 
the notes of allied species, even where this is important for field 
purposes. There can be no doubt tha t a quite small expansion on the 
lines indicated would have considerably enhanced the value to field 
workers of the data given. 

Undoubtedly the best and most complete section is tha t devoted to 
Reproduction. Here we find a significant and very remarkable 
advance. The Practical Handbook was a pioneer work in this field, 
but the researches of the last twenty years have added enormously 
to our knowledge of the life-history of birds. In the Handbuch a con
siderable saving of space has been effected by the omission of all 
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details of the breeding and often even the habitat of species which 
do not nest in Germany. This is, we think, to be regretted, though it is 
certainly arguable tha t the breeding of a rare migrant is not strictly 
a point which concerns the field-worker on German birds. This is so. 
Yet unless we have some details as to the reproduction of all species 
it is impossible to generalize from those which happen to breed within 
an arbitrary limit. But dealing with the German breeding species 
alone, there is now the skeleton of a complete history of the breeding 
cycle. Condensed, but useful, particulars are given in many cases 
with regard t o such matters as territorial behaviour, choice of nest-
site, etc., while data on age a t which maturi ty is reached, period when 
incubation commences, share of sexes in feeding, etc., are all new 
features, and many details previously unknown have been added to 
those already recorded. The work of British observers has been 
carefully noted, though we find in some cases t h a t notes on British 
local races are incorporated without comment under corresponding 
Continental forms. The work is naturally still incomplete, but has 
set a new standard in general European literature on this subject. 
A few errors and discrepancies are inevitable in work of this kind, but 
the general advance is very striking. 

The Food section has been carefully worked out, but in rather 
general terms. Here again the work has been much simplified by the 
omission of food paragraphs in the case of occasional visitors. Pre
sumably the information given relates solely to German limits—but 
we have not noticed any statement to tha t effect, though occasionally 
there is a general statement as to the usual food in the breeding haunts 
abroad. The book is illustrated, apart from the maps already men
tioned, by good, if rather infrequent, text-figures and a coloured plate. 

Dr. Niethammer and his collaborators have produced a thoroughly 
sound and most useful work, which should afford a very valuable 
aid and stimulus to ornithological work in Central Europe. 
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