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REVIEWS. 
De Nederlandsche Vogels. Bewerkt door Dr. C. Eykman, P . A, Hens, 

Jhr Dr. Ir F . C. van Heum, Dr. C. G. B. ten Kate, J. G. van Marie, 
G. van der Meer, M. J. Tekke en Tsj. Gs. de Vries. Eerste Deel. 
(Wageningen : Boek en Handelsdrukkerij). 

This is the first volume (of two) of a compact " Handbook " of the 
birds of Holland by a number of Dutch ornithologists each being 
responsible for sections and the whole edited by Dr. ten Kate. I t is 
produced under the auspices of the " Club van Nederlandsche Vogel-
kundigen " and is a much amplified successor to Baron Snouckaert 
van Schauburg's " Handlist " of 1908. There is an elaborate illustrated 
key a t the beginning. Under each species a list of vernacular as well 
as English, German and French names, diagnostic characters, a series 
of measurements, description, field-characters and a brief account of 
notes and song, a detailed account of breeding-habits, a carefully 
worked out Dutch distribution including information on ringing results 
and migrations, and a brief account in general terms of distribution 
abroad. There is no mention of food. A number of the species are 
illustrated by small blocks from good wash drawings of heads by 
Dr. Eykman. The book contains a great deal of sound information 
in a comparatively small compass and is a great advance, more 
especially on the biological side, on any previous work on Dutch birds, 
and equips the ornithologists of yet another European country with a 
work more or less on the lines of our Practical Handbook. 

A History of Richmond Park, with an Account of its Birds and Animals. 
By C. L. Collenette. Plates and Map. (Sidgwick & Jackson.) 
7s. 6d. 

T H I S book is divided into two parts, the first being historical and the 
second dealing with the birds and mammals. The second par t 
naturally concerns us most, but the first par t seems carefully drawn up 
and besides its historical interest, contains a number of notes concerning 
birds and animals (chiefly game) and gives an idea of the changes made 
by cutting of timber, drainage and so on. 

In the second part the author, who has been the official bird-observer 
since 1932, has made a very careful and valuable annotated list of the 
birds. He has had the advantage of a previous good list in 1905 by 
Mr. L. B. Mouritz from which to draw comparisons, and the regular 
official reports of birds during the last twelve years contributed by 
many observers have provided much information. Besides these and 
other special sources a very considerable list of more general references 
is given. 

Mr. Collenette's list of birds comprises 46 residents and 13 summer 
residents which usually breed, 16 winter residents, 5 regular passage 
migrants and 52 irregular visitors. Amongst the breeding birds the 
Carrion-Crow has increased and in its present numbers it appears to 
be a menace. Several species have decreased or disappeared during 
the present century. The Yellow Wagtail, Wheatear and probably the 
Nightjar no longer breed and the Wryneck has decreased. Wood-Larks 
fluctuate and are now unfortunately dangerously scarce. On the other 
hand ducks have increased. Several pairs of Tufted now breed and the 
Pochard has bred, while Goosanders especially are numerous in 
winter. Altogether Richmond Park has much to interest the bird-lover 
and the many observers who take advantage of it will greatly appreciate 
Mr. Collenette's sound piece of work. 
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Studies of British Birds. Written and illustrated by " Fish-Hawk". 
(Duckworth.) 15s. 

THE main attraction of this book is probably in its illustrations in 
black-and-white from drawings by the author. These vary in quality. 
Those of the larger birds and especially the swans, geese and ducks are 
the best. The small birds are not very successful and there is often an 
indefiniteness which gives a weak effect, and this style suits better a 
group than single birds. Some of the attitudes are well done and 
probably the artist is at his best with birds in flight. 

The text is disappointing as one would have expected more personal 
observation rather than a somewhat humdrum account of a large 
number of birds, giving details which would be more easily found and 
more fully and satisfactorily given in a good textbook. Here and there 
we find some curious statements given without the support of any 
evidence. For instance : that " in self defence " (from the Great 
Black-backed Gull) Manx Shearwaters " no longer come ashore during 
the hours of daylight, and leave their mates to brood their egg without 
food until the coming of darkness"; that it is usually the nen Robin 
which sings during the earlier winter months; and that Fieldfares will 
begin nest-building and even laying before they leave this country 
though they do not rear a brood. 

In another category is an interesting account of Guillemots, Puffins 
and Razorbills becoming incapacitated during a long spell of hot, 
calm weather in the North Sea in 1933 by their plumage becoming 
clogged with a marine diatom which came to the surface in vast 
quantities. In this area five-sixths of a bucket filled in the sea consisted 
of diatoms, and the whole surface of the water was milky white. 
The author had on board some thirty birds which he tried to clean, but 
could not relieve until he reached an area clear of these diatoms, which 
he states have a high oil content. 
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