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REVIEWS. 

London Bird Report for 1938. Compiled by R. C. Homes, is . 6d. 
(London Nat. Hist. Soc). 

BESIDES the classified notes this issue contains an interesting account 
of the effects on birds of the severe weather in December, 1938 as 
observed in the area and an article by Mr. W. E. Glegg on changes of 
bird-life in relation to the increase of London. The most striking 
effect of the cold spell was a great movement of Sky-Larks and their 
appearance in numbers in London and its suburbs. At the reservoirs 
eight Brent Geese appeared at Molesey on December, 17th and eleven 
Pink-footed at Beddington Sewage Farm on the 22nd, while there was 
a great increase of ducks of various species at different reservoirs, and 
single birds of the three scarce Grebes and also Red-throated Divers 
appeared, as well as a party of nine Knots (Barn Elms) and an unusual 
number of Dunlins. 

In his article Mr. Glegg has collected together some interesting facts 
regarding the presence and status of certain birds in London in the past, 
and although the species about which information is to be found are 
comparatively few one can get some sort of idea when one realizes that a 
London bird observer a hundred years ago could watch Ravens in 
Hyde Park, Harriers in Deptford and Dartford, and Reed-Warblers at 
Wandsworth. On the other hand it would surprise that observer to see 
all the Wood-Pigeons, ducks and gulls of the present day. 

Many interesting appearances are recorded in the classified list. 
In the case of rarities difficult to identify the excellent plan has been 
introduced of giving a summary of the observer's notes, and we hope 
that other reports will adopt this idea. Such notes appended to records 
of a Water-Pipit seen at Walthamstow Reservoir on March 30th and 
a pair of Firecrests on Ruislip Common on December 31st make these 
acceptable. Other records which may be mentioned are : Gadwalls 
breeding at Barn Elms and Beddington (perhaps the result of the 
rearing of full-winged birds in St. James's Park), Common Pochard 
breeding at Osterley, and occurrences of Long-tailed Ducks, Common 
Scoters, Red-breasted Mergansers, Shags and several unusual waders. 

Birmingham Bird Club. Report for 1938. 
T H I S issue contains an account of the Bittell Reservoirs and the birds 
which have been noted there by H. G. Alexander, an account of the 
movements of birds ringed in Warwickshire and Worcestershire, notes 
on first and last days, dates of arrival and departure of migrants and 
classified notes. Among occurrences of note not already published 
in our pages we may mention the following : Water-Pipits were seen at 
Bittell, Worcester, in November and December and at Bellfields (S. Staffs) 
in October, Shags and Common Scoters also visited Bittell and Scaups 
were seen in several places in Warwickshire, while there are records 
of Grey Plover, Spotted Redshanks, Black-tailed Godwits and other 
interesting waders. 

Lancashire and Cheshire Fauna Committee. Report on birds for 1937, 
by A. W. Boyd. 

T H E R E are several items in this report which call for special mention. 
A flock of about forty Redpolls at Antrobus (Cheshire) on April n t h 
appeared to Mr. Boyd to be all or mostly Mealy Redpolls. A male 
(with a female) Wagtail seen by Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Holder at Southport 
on May 24th, 1934, was a blue-headed bird without an eyestripe and 
with dark ear-coverts and is considered referable to the Grey-headed 
form (M. f. thunbergi). The Little Owl is stated to be well distributed 
throughout N. Lanes., but the localities mentioned are south of the 
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River Ribble and this is surely a mistake for S. Lanes. There are several 
inland records in both counties of Scaup and Scoter, A Black-headed 
Gull nested in a fir tree twelve feet up a t Oakmere where two pairs 
nested in a similar site in 1934 (cf- antea, Vol. XXVIII , pp. 115-17). 
Special reports are given of the distribution of the Red-backed Shrike, 
Magpie and Coot. 
Ornithological Record for Derbyshire for 1938. By Rev. F. C. R. Jourdain. 
T H I S short Report gives notes on arrival dates of migrants and some 
dates of songs. In the classified list there are a number of items of local 
interest. The breeding of the Shoveler for the second time, the presence 
of a Black-throated Diver in February and March, a Green Sandpiper on 
February 26th and Quails heard calling in two localities in June are 
noteworthy. 
Committee on Bird Sanctuaries in Royal Parks (England), Report for 

1938. (H. M. Stationery Office) gd. 
T H E S E reports are carefully drawn up and make very interesting 
reading. The chief events of the year in Inner London have already 
been reported in our pages by Mr. A. Holte Macpherson. The fact tha t 
introduced Gadwall, Wigeon and Common Pochards breed and in
crease and fly about freely should be noted in case of future breeding 
records elsewhere. At Bushy and Hampton Court Parks the Reed-
Bunting was added as a breeding bird, and Tree-Sparrows bred and a 
Great Grey Shrike was reported as seen on September 10th, an early 
date. To the list of visitors to Richmond Park four species were added— 
a Short-eared Owl, a Curlew-Sandpiper, a Golden Plover and several 
Great Black-backed Gulls. Two Wood-larks were heard singing and a 
family party was later seen, and the breeding birds numbering fifty-six 
species seem to have had a successful season on the whole. 

Ornithology of the Isle of Man, 1938. Compiled by F. A. Craine (Manx 
Museum) 3d. 

T H I S is a very useful Report and appears to be carefully and critically 
compiled. We are glad to see tha t Choughs are holding their own—a 
flock of over fifty having been observed in September. Notes on the 
breeding of Lesser Redpoll and Long-tailed Tit as not frequent should be 
mentioned, also a Wood-Warbler singing in June and the breeding of a 
Lesser Whitethroat. A Pink-footed Goose shot in November and a 
Garganey seen in April are also noteworthy. A number of Fulmars 
were seen and some appeared to be settled but no case of definite 
breeding is given. 
Hastings and East Sussex Naturalist, 1938. 
O N E of the chief events here recorded is the big westward weather-
movement of birds which began on December 18th with many species 
of ducks and geese and was continuous until the 21st. The movement 
of smaller birds began with the snow on the 20th and involved large 
numbers of many species, Sky-Larks, Lapwings and Starlings being 
conspicuously numerous. A number of Coot were observed on the sea 
a t this time and Common Snipe were seen coasting in flocks. The 
usual classified list contains a large number of records. A Serin on 
April 22nd appears to have been satisfactorily identified, several 
Barnacle-Geese were also seen and one shot, and two Iceland Redshanks 
in December, a Spotted Redshank on December 4th and a Greenshank 
on the 26th may be mentioned. The Common Gulls nesting in the 
Dungeness area increased to twenty-one and the Lesser Black-backed 
to twenty-six pairs. 
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