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Courtship and Display among Birds. By C, R. Stonor. (Country Life, 
Ltd.) With 57 plates from photographs, 8s. 6d. net. 

No aspect of bird behaviour is more fascinating, more biologically 
important or offers a more promising field for study than that of 
display and courtship. Moreover the field is one which notwithstanding 
the patient and critical work of a limited number of first-rate observers 
and an increasing interest amongst field ornithologists in general has 
been by no means as fully exploited as it might have been. Mr. Stonor's 
book should help to diffuse interest in the subject more widely, and this, 
we take it, is one of its objects, for the author expressly states that it is 
intended " for the non-specialist, interested in natural history, and 
for ornithologists who have not had time to go deeply into this branch 
of their subject." Some may feel a certain regret that the author has 
not—while adhering to his plan of writing an elementary account—-
made it a little more comprehensive or perhaps we should rather say 
a little more balanced. Selection of examples cannot have been 
altogether easy, but it seems a pity when nearly twenty pages are 
devoted to the displays of the birds-of-paradise (admittedly very 
remarkable), that next to nothing should be said about the far less 
highly evolved but often interesting displays of any of our native 
passerines, nothing about the remarkable flight displays of the birds-
of-prey and so little about the notable performances of the ducks and 
waders (apart from the special cases of the Ruff and Oyster-catcher), 
of the terns and of various others. 

Being a trained zoologist as well as an ornithologist of experience both 
in the field and the museum, Mr. Stonor has the right biological approach 
to his subject, yet his chapter on general conclusions is in some ways 
rather disappointing and does not seem to us fuEy to get to grips with 
the subject even at the non-specialist's level. But the book is 
interestingly and readably written and the treatment sound as far as 
it goes, and it will doubtless afford keen pleasure and interest to many 
ornithologists and naturalists who have not previously given the 
subject much attention, and we hope will stimulate some to pursue it 
further. A striking feature is the really very remarkable gallery of 
photographs of avian displays which Mr. Stonor has got together, 
evidently—and fortunately—before the war, not only from British, 
but from Continental, American and Dominions sources. It might 
be noted, however, that the ducks figured in plate 9 are the Icelandic 
and American Barrow's Goldeneye (Bucephala islandica) and not the 
Goldeneye as ordinarily understood, while the wagtails in plate 38 are 
not strictly Pied Wagtails, but obviously Whites, as, indeed, would 
be expected, since the photograph is a Continental one. B.W.T, 
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