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ABSTRACTS. 
FURTHER RESULTS OF MARKING DUCKS IN RUSSIA. 

W. Wuczeticz (1939). " Seasonal distribution and migration of ducks 
(subiam. Anatina) on the base of bird-ringing in the U.S.S.R. 
III. The Gadwall—Anas strepera L. ; the Shoveler—Spatula 
clypeata (L.) ; the Wigeon—Mar tea penelope (L.)." Moscow 
(Russian and English, 4 maps). 

THE valuable results already published with regard to the ringing of 
Mallard and Pintail in Russia (abstracted in British Birds, Vol. xxxii. 
p. 20) have been supplemented by rather less abundant data relating to 
three other species of ducks. 

There are 80 recovery records of Gadwall ringed as adults—mostly 
drakes in wing-moult—in the Volga Delta—in July and August. The 
breeding area from which these birds were derived is indicated by 
spring, summer and autumn records for subsequent seasons : it lies 
between the fortieth and seventieth meridans, and the northernmost 
locality is in about 6o° N. lat. Further migration is mainly down the 
western side of the Caspian Sea, but there are also two records from 
Iran, one from the eastern end of the Black Sea and two from Bulgaria. 
There are several records for subsequent autumns from well to the 
north of the ringing area, but none showing northward movements in 
the autumn of marking, although it is suggested that this occurs. One 
bird ringed in western Siberia was recovered in northern India ; and 
there are also three records of Gadwall ringed in northern India in 
winter or spring and recovered in western Siberia in spring or summer. 

There are 45 records of Shoveler ringed as adults—mostly drakes in 
wing-moult—in the Volga Delta in July and August. The breeding 
area from which these birds were derived is indicated by spring, summer 
and, autumn recoveries in subsequent seasons: it lies between the 
fortieth and eightieth meridians, and the northernmost locality is in 
about 620 N. lat. Further migration is indicated by a few records from 
the western side of the Caspian Sea, by several from southern Russia 
and from the eastern Balkans, and by three from the coast of North 
Africa (Tunis, Libya, Egypt). There are also two records for the spring 
following marking from northern Italy, and one from Holland : another 
record from Holland is for a subsequent winter. There is a remarkable 
record of a recovery in Murmansk in October of the year of ringing : 
this seems to be the only ringing record definitely supporting the 
Statement that after their moult some of the birds move north again 
andjater migrate south-westwards by way of the Baltic. The late dates 
of some records from the winter area are noteworthy—Libya and Italy, 
March 20th, Bulgaria, April 3rd. 

A few records of Shoveler ringed in western Siberia show some 
movement towards the south and south-west, and one bird was re
covered in Murmansk in January of the seventh winter after ringing. 
One ringed on Lake Ladoga, in north-western Russia, was recorded 
from Holland in August of the following season. There is also a record 
of a Shoveler ringed in northern India in March and recovered in 
western Siberia in the following month ; and a record of one ringed in 
Denmark in autumn and recovered in western Siberia next summer. 

There are 23 records of Wigeon ringed as'adults—mostly as drakes in 
wing-moult—in July (all but one) and August in the Volga Delta. The 
breeding area whence these birds were derived is indicated by a few 
records for subsequent seasons: it lies between the forty-fourth and 
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eighty-seventh meridians—from the middle Volga basin to the sources 
of the river Ob—and the northernmost locality is in about 670 N. lat. 
Further migration is all westerly. There are single records for the first 
winter from each of the following :—southern Russia, Bulgaria, southern 
France, England and Ireland. There are records for subsequent winters 
from southern Russia, Bulgaria, Greece, Italy, Corsica and Denmark, 
and also an April record from Italy and a September record from 
Denmark. 

Wigeon ringed in summer in western Siberia are recorded in winter 
from Bulgaria and Italy; and birds ringed in north-western Russia in 
summer and autumn from Holland in winter. There are also five 
records of Wigeon ringed in northern India in winter and recovered 
in western Siberia in spring and summer. Wigeon ringed in Great 
Britain, Holland and Denmark in autumn, winter or spring, and in 
Scotland (one) and Iceland (several) in summer, have been recovered 
in various parts of Russia and Siberia in spring, summer and autumn. 
The migrations of this species, as shown by ringing records from all 
sources, are generally discussed : reference is made to the occurrence 
of " abmigration " (individual migration in spring from an area of 
sedentary habitation) and of aberrant return from winter-quarters to 
a new summer area. A. L. T. 

RESULTS OF RINGING BIRDS IN EGYPT. 
D. R. Mackintosh (1941). " Bird ringing recoveries." Bull. Zool. Soc. 

Egypt, No. 3, p. 7. 
EGYPT is a welcome addition to the countries in which bird-ringing 

is undertaken, and the results will usefully extend the data provided 
by this method. Ringing is done in winter, and recoveries from a 
distance indicate the breeding areas Irom which the birds are derived 
and the paths of their migration. Isolated records include a Serin from 
Kazakhastan ; a Chaffinch from Siberia ; five Teal from Russia and 
Siberia (including one from 64° N. lat.) ; and Shoveler from Astrakhan 
and Siberia (830 E. long.)—as well as two Shoveler from Egypt itself 
in the following winter. 

Pintail have been marked in considerable numbers (2,281). There 
is a spring record from northern Iraq ; records in spring immediately 
after marking from Armenia and Georgia; and two autumn records 
from Dagestan (Caucasus). There are eleven spring or summer records 
(eight of them in the first season after marking) from an area lying 
between the Ural Mountains and the River Ob, and between 50° and 
630 N. lat. There is also a record in the first summer after marking 
from between the Petchora and the White Sea, almost on the Arctic 
Circle; and an autumn record from Finland. In addition, four birds 
were recovered in Egypt in winter or spring of the next season. 

Quail have been ringed to the number of 4,236, mostly during March. 
There are three records from Syria, two of them in the spring of marking 
and the other undated ; and single records from Sinai, Macedonia and 
Bulgaria—all in the next autumn. There are eleven spring, summer and 
autumn records (ten of them in the first season after marking) from 
the part of Russia lying north and east of the Black Sea, between the 
Dnieper and the Volga. 

A list is added of known records of birds ringed elsewhere and re
covered in Egypt, thirteen species being represented—the White 
Stork and Lesser Black-backed Gull most numerously. The places 
of origin lie mostly in Russia and the European countries bordering 
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it, from Finland to Rumania; but there are also records from as far 
west as Denmark (White Stork and Lesser Black-backed Gull) and 
north-western Germany (Red-backed Shrike). 

Maps are given for the Quail and the Pintail. In the latter case 
records from all sources are included, and an attempt is made to 
indicate migration routes. These are made to converge from the 
breeding area to focal points and then to diverge to various winter 
quarters. This appearance is of course an artefact, due to intensive 
ringing of migrants at such localities as Fan6 and the Volga Delta. 

A. L. T. 
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