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REVIEWS. 
South-Eastern Bird Report, being an Account of Bird-Life in Kent, Surrey and 

Sussex during 1944. Edited by Ralph Whitlock. Ditto (including 
Hampshire) for 1945. 

THE 1944 South-Eastern Report, delayed by printing difficulties, was not 
available when our notices of the 1944 local reports were prepared. 

There are Grey Wagtail breeding records for all three counties. In the 
Sussex section we note that these birds did not breed in the previously 
recorded locality just south of the Kent-Sussex border, though it appears from 
the Kent section that they did so in the same district. We are glad to note 
that a pair or two of Dartford Warblers were observed " in a haunt which 
held several pairs in 1943 " and a pair may also have bred in an East Sussex 
locality where one was definitely seen in April. It is also gratifying to 
ornithologists to learn that the Peregrine "does not seem to have suffered any 
change in status during the war." An immature White-tailed Eagle was 
seen over Hove on March 12th and there are records of a Firecrest in October 
and Hoopoes in March and May. A curious record is of a Hobby flushed off 
an old crow's nest on September 3rd. 

Two pairs of Tufted Duck bred at Enton Ponds. In addition to, a Tem-
minck's Stint already recorded there are records of Sanderling and Grey 
Plover, and other waders less uncommon inland, observed on Guildford Sewage 
Farm. We wonder whether the attribution of Dunlin observed on the farm 
to the Southern race, C, alpina schinzii, is inadvertent or intentional and, if the 
latter, how they were identified. Mr, Jeffery Harrison has some general 
notes on migration at the Guildford Sewage Farm. 

The Kent report is the fullest and contains much information on local 
distribution and fluctuations. No Bearded Tits were seen in the tract of reed 
and sedge beds in East Kent where they were present in 1941-2, the area 
having been considerably curtailed by land reclamation. Full-winged Wigeon 
and Pintail were present on the East Kent marshes during the breeding-
season, but Garganey are stated to have decreased markedly there owing to 
destruction of their feeding grounds by drainage. Marsh-Harriers were again 
present on these marshlands in summer. Small crakes, of which one at least 
was Baillon's, were again seen. A record of the breeding of Kentish Plovers 
in 1943 is the same as was published with somewhat fuller particulars in the 
Hastings and East Sussex Naturalist for 1944, though no reference to this 
earlier account is given. 

In addition to numerous observations on waders and waterfowl on the coast 
there are also reports of Golden Oriole, Firecrest, Hoopoe and Whooper Swan, 
of a Dipper in December between Wickambreaux and Littlebourne, and a Grey 
Plover inland at Riverhead on August 27th. An observation on the display of 
Red-breasted Mergansers may also be mentioned. A record of an alleged 
Ivory Gull at second-hand and without a word of evidence in support is 
properly square-bracketed, but might well have been omitted entirely. 

A note on Nightingales quoted from British Birds has got misplaced under 
Lesser Whitethroat and the second paragraph under Kingfisher should have 
been under Cuckoo above, A number of species on pages 32-3 are out of place. 

The 1945 Report contains much information of local value, but, as it 
happens, a good deal less calling for special comment. No Dartford Warblers 
were seen in the East Sussex locality where breeding probably occurred in 1944. 
In the Sussex section we notice several discrepancies with the notes in the 
Hastings and East Sussex Naturalist noticed on page 30. Thus, there is stated 
to have been a new colony of about 100 Little Terns by Rye Harbour, but 
the Hastings and East Sussex Report says that although about 100 pairs 
were present on May 15th, most of these passed on. An Arctic Tern record for 
Rye appears as May 17th in one report and May 18th in the other. 
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In Surrey no Dartford Warblers could be found on a heath in the west of the 
county where formerly several pairs were resident. A drake Garganey was 
present on Guildford Sewage Farm from April on, and as a female was also 
seen there during April there seems a possibility of breeding. Tufted Duck 
again nested at Enton Pond {the "large pond on the east side of the railway 
line between Milford and Witney Stations" mentioned in the same paragraph 
is surely the same place). A pair of the Arctic race of Ringed Plover were 
obtained on an East Kent marsh on May 13th, and a record of a pair of Black-
winged Stilts in East Kent on May 12th is additional to those published by us. 
Flocks of up to 100 and 150 Pintail in the East Kent marshes in winter are 
noteworthy. Marsh-Harriers were present in these marshes on passage and 
in winter, but apparently not in summer in 1945. A Great Skua settled on 
the shore a t Dungeness on October 9th. As Mealy Redpolls appear to have 
been appreciably more widespread than usual in 1945-6 it is deserving of 
mention that "some large birds of this t ype" were present in the Sevenoaks 
district in October. 

The Hampshire section is a reprint of the 1944 report noticed previously. 

Ornithological Report for Northumberland and Durham for 1945. Compiled 
by G. W. Temperley. (Reprinted from The Naturalist, July-September, 
1946). 
This and the following excellent North Country reports are models of their 

kind and contain much valuable material. 
Particulars are given of the first definitely authenticated breeding of Siskins 

in Northumberland, "near Wooley Sanatorium, south of Dipton Wood" in 
1942. The breeding of Crossbills in Dipton Wood in 1945 is also recorded. A 
pair of Pintail was observed on a Northumbrian loch up till April 30th and 
the duck was seen with a brood of at least four a t the end of May. Garganey 
probably bred or a t tempted to breed in N.E. Durham and Goosander bred 
again in Upper Coquetdale (cf. antea, Vol. xxxvii, p . 58). The surprising event 
of the finding of a Manx Shearwater's egg on Marsden Rock on the Durham 
coast in 1939 has already been recorded in British Birds. On the Fames 
about 150 pairs of Sandwich Terns nested on the Brownsman, where we are 
glad to note tha t supervision by watchers has been resumed. Quail nested a t 
West Fie-itham, Northumberland. An extension of the range of the Litt le 
Owl is recorded and some da ta on Willow-Tit distribution are given. In 
response to a request for information, a number of observations on the local 
status of the Lapwing have been sent in. A definite decrease is indicated in 
some "areas. 

Noteworthy records are those of Arctic Redpolls (Carduelis hornemanni), 
Surf Scoter and Kentish Plover, which have already been accepted by British 
Birds. A less satisfactory one of a Broad-billed Sandpiper on the North
umberland coast is rightly given in square brackets with the evidence. I t 
seems desirable to s ta te tha t we ourselves investigated this record very care
fully and were not satisfied with it. A point not mentioned is t ha t a friend 
of the observer's, who accompanied him on the occasion in question, took a 
photograph of the bird, and although this is not good enough to settle the 
matter conclusively, it is definitely not favourable to the identification. 

Several Mealy Redpolls a t Consett, Durham, in December deserve mention 
in view of the fact noted above that these birds were more widespread than 
usual in the winter of 1945-6, and have not been recorded in the present area 
for many years, though evidently commoner in John Hancock's day. Other 
records which may be mentioned are those of a Scandinavian or Siberian 
Chiffchaff a t Norham on December 1st, Fieldfares as early as August 24th 
a t Consett, as many as 82 Whooper Swans a t Capheaton Loch, Northumber
land, at the end of December and a notable northward movement of 
Pomatorhine Skuas off the coast a t Whitburn on November 9th, when 65 
birds were counted either singly or in small flocks up to 14 in number. 
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An adult Iceland Gull is recorded on the Durham coast in January and an 
immature bird in September. The former is stated to have been accompanied 
by two Glaucous Gulls, "with which it could be compared." But i t is neces
sary to emphasize tha t the identification of Iceland Gulls is a considerably 
more "critical" matter than used to be thought, not only on account of the 
wide range of size of Glaucous Gulls and the occasional occurrence of small 
individuals hardly bigger than a typical Herring-Gull, but because the wing-
tips, although they do not project so far beyond the tail as in the Iceland 
Gull, do so quite noticeably in a good many individuals. The fact tha t one 
of the above birds was actually in company with Glaucous Gulls enhances 
the possibility tha t i t was really a small example of this species. 
Yorkshire Naturalists' Union : Committee for Ornithology Report for 1945. 

Edited by R. Chislett. (Reprinted from The Naturalist, April-June, 1946). 

In addition t o a Golden Oriole reported in British Birds, a female was seen 
on June 6th and a male on June 16th in approximately the same locality near 
Hutton-le-Hole. A small new breeding colony of Reed-Warblers was found 
in the West Riding in July, and Montagu's Harriers bred in a t least two 
localities. There are records of Mealy Redpolls in several localities and in 
some numbers. A fev Waxwings were seen a t several places in January and 
November and 40-50 a t Scarborough on December 20th. We note that the 
Little Owl is now common over most of the county except the upper reaches 
of the western dales and the Harabledon and Cleveland area, where, however, 
an extension of range has occurred. A remarkable inland record of Fulmars 
is one of about a dozen seen on December 3rd near Bingley, nearly 70 miles 
from the east coast and some 40 miles from the mouth of the Ribble on the 
west. Some extraordinarily early records of Cuckoos have been received. 
Birds were seen in two localities on February 15th, and on March 15th one 
came down exhausted a t Scarborough, but , after resting, flew away. At 
Stanton Dale one was seen regularly from March 27th until it began to call 
on April 21st. These records appear to be reliable, but we share the Editor's 
wish " tha t people would get another ornithologist to confirm such records 
when they have the bird under observation for weeks." 

Amongst many records of waders and water birds on the coast and inland 
we may mention three Grey Plovers a t Swillington on December 8th. Other 
records which may be mentioned are of Wigeon diving and of Kestrel attacking 
a Great Spotted Woodpecker. Several reports of Iceland Gulls seem to need 
some qualification for the reasons given in the preceding notice. 

Flintshire Report for Ornithology, 1944 and 1945. Edited by J. Humphreys 
and C. M. Swaine. (Reprinted from Proc. Dyserth and District Field Club, 
1945-)-
We are glad to welcome a new county report, which fills up another small 

gap in recording for England and Wales. The records are mainly of local 
importance, but a female Golden Oriole seen a t Meliden in July and August, 
1944, a P a i r °f Siskins seen regularly in a Prestatyn garden in April, 1945, 
local records of Willow-Tits, and a Pomatorhine Skua seen on a salt-marsh 
a t Point of Ayr on August 28th, 1945, may be mentioned. 

Field List of British Birds, including ring sizes, London Natural History 
Society : price 6d, each (to members 4d.}. 
We have received a sample of these field cards, which list over 300 species 

and sub-species of British birds, omitting rarities which have occurred less 
than 30 times since 1900. Each card has columns for entering up the birds 
seen on five different trips, with a space for date , weather conditions and 
route of each. These are not the first cards of more or less this type that have 
been issued, but with the increasingly widespread enthusiasm for bird observa-
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tion they might well at tain a wider popularity than others. They should 
certainly prove a considerable convenience to many who like to make such 
lists, and a particularly useful feature for ringers is the inclusion of ring-sizes 
and other ringing points. The cards are obtainable from the Honorary 
Secretary of the London Natural History Society, British Museum (Nat. 
Hist.), London, S.W.7. 

The "Greenrigg" Bird Ringing Register. 
Mr. Stuart Boardman, who has for many years been a keen bird ringer, has 

sent us a copy of a book he has devised for keeping private records of birds 
ringed. I t is obtainable from the Greenrigg Works, 109 Monkhams Avenue, 
Woodford Green, Essex, for 1 i s . 6d. post free. I t contains space to enter 
the particulars of ringing of about 4,000 birds, including columns for coloured 
rings on each leg, and a t the end there are columns for summarizing the 
numbers ringed in eight seasons. I t will undoubtedly be very useful to those 
who ring large numbers of nestlings, most of which, if heard of a t all, are only 
recovered once. The column headed "recoveries" only allows space for one 
record or, even if much smaller writing is used than is necessary in the other 
columns, only for very few. We should have thought this was quite inade
quate for birds ringed in traps or colour-ringed, many of which, if recovered 
or observed again, are recorded on numerous occasions. And we should 
suppose that trappers and colour-ringers need a book in which to keep records 
much more than ringers of nestlings. W.B.A. 
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