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REVIEWS. 

Aristocrats'' of the Air. By Captain C. W. R. Knight. (Williams and Norgate, 
London, 1946). 30s. od. 

The first edition of this eminently readable book was first published in 1935, 
but has been out of print for nearly twenty years. This, the second edition, 
has been revised and largely rewritten by Capt. Knight and will be welcomed 
alike by the amateur ornithologist, who can still learn much from its pages, 
and by the connoisseur of good books. The author writes with an easy 
familiarity and good humour, and conveys much of the thrill which those who 
watch large or rare birds a t close quarters always experience. 

I t speaks well for the photographs tha t all but one of the fifty-four illustrat
ing the first edition can be included in the second ; some may not be in the 
same class as those published more recently, yet others remain in the top 
flight judged by any standard. They are strictly relevant too, for much of 
the story is of the birds watched, photographed and here portrayed : the text 
is not a mere cradle for the illustrations, ilor do the illustrations intrude upon 
the text. J.A.G. 

Meet us in the Garden. By Frances Pit t . (Lutterworth Press, London, 
1946). 8s. 6d. 

Miss Pi t t ' s readers will not be disappointed in this latest product of her 
pen, intended " a s an introduction to help those who want to know about 
the birds . . . tha t come round the . . . garden. I t is hoped . . . it will 
help aspiring naturalists, whether young or old." This little book is perhaps 
especially written for the young , 'bu t there will be bird-lovers of all ages 
attracted to it . There is nothing to hold the serious naturalist for the informa
tion given is wrapped—very charmingly—in the mass of subjective observation. 

The events of the year in Miss Pi t t ' s garden are chronicled month by 
month in the lively and intimate way which her readers will anticipate. If 
there be one discordant note it lies in the predacious activities of Miss Pi t t ' s 
cat, which has pried into every chapter and is suffered with a cats-will-be-cats 
atti tude ill-becoming such an ardent bird-lover. We cannot pass uncontra
dicted the statement (p. 93) t h a t the fruits of the spindle are never touched 
by birds ; Robins and tits eat quantities of them in December. 

In the November chapter the reader will be surprised to find whole sentences 
rehashed and transplanted there from January. The text is punctuated 
with a number of scraperboard illustrations by Stanley Herbert which are 
both relevant and artistic in themselves. J.A.G. 

The Fauna and Flora of the Ilfracombe District of North Devon (promoted by 
the Ilfracombe Field Club). Edited by Mervyn G. Palmer. Exeter, 1946. 

At a time when many natural history societies are languishing or moribund 
i t is encouraging to find tha t the Ilfracombe Field Club has had the energy to 
compile lists of most of the groups of animals and plants found in its area and 
to issue them in a well-printed and convenient handbook. The area covered 
is tha t within a radius of about 10 miles from Ilfracombe and this includes the 
estuary of the Taw and Braunton Burrows to the south and the North Devon 
coast from Morte Point to the Somerset border. For some unexplained 
reason it also includes Lundy, 24 miles away in the Bristol Channel. I t 
seems to us that this creates quite unnecessary confusion. In the list of birds 
compiled by Mr. N. V. Allen records from Lundy are included in the general 
account and a separate summary of birds recorded from Lundy is added a t 
the end. As there were to be two lists it would seem obviously preferable to 
haVe confined one to the mainland area round Ilfracombe and the other to 
Lundy. 
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As it is, the statements as to status sometimes apply to the mainland and 
sometimes to Lundy. For instance the three species of woodpecker are 
recorded as "Resident, uncommon" though none of them appear ever to have 
been seen on Lundy, whilst the Manx Shearwater and Kittlwake are recorded 
as "Resident, abundant" though neither has ever been known to nest on 
the mainland. 

Within the two areas 260 species or subspecies, exactly half the British 
total have been recorded. The list does not seem to have been very critically 
compiled, as subspecific names are used throughout, even in cases where 
considerable doubt must arise as to the subspecies concerned. For instance 
the British Chaffinch {Fringilla ccelebs gengleri) is said to be "Resident and 
winter visitor, abundant." Has Mr. Allen, or anyone else, critically examined 
Chaffinches wintering in Devon and decided that they belong to the British 
race ? It is stated that six British Twites (Carduelis ftavirostris pipilans) 
occurred at Woolacombe in October, 1937, o n *n e authority of the Devon Bird 
Watching and Preservation^Society's Report. Unless these birds were shot 
it is impossible to know whether they were of British or Continental origin 
and therefore only the binomial name should have been used. 

These are only minor points and we welcome the production of this list 
brought up to date for a definite region and hope other societies will follow 
Ilfracombe's lead. W.B.A. 

A Guide to Wicken Fen. 3rd Edition. Published by the National Trust. 
The number of species of birds in a habitat like Wicken Fen in its present 

condition is strictly limited, but would rapidly increase if there were some 
stretches of open water such as existed in the past. Dr. Ennion's Adven
turers' Fen, which told so admirably of the conditions in that part of Wicken 
just before it had to be reclaimed during the recent war, makes that clear, 
and a most interesting suggestion, that part of this should be reflooded when 
world conditions allow, is made in this guide. Typical of the few are 
Grasshopper- and Reed-Warblers, Short-eared Owl and Montagu's Harrier. 
The Bittern nested in 1938 and 1939 and a Heron in the reeds in 1939, and 
before the redraining Black-headed Gulls and a pair of Black-necked Grebes. 
If the present owners succeed in providing a mere and suitable ground for 
waders, as at Swim Coots and Rush Hill in Hickling Broad, they will add 
greatly to the amenities of this National Trust property and bring back to 
it some of its former inhabitants. A.W.B. 
Bird Flight for Bird Lovers. By Jack Parham. (The Drysdale Press, Ltd.). 

7s. 6d. J , 1 

A book written mainly for children, dealing with the elementary principles 
of flight, in which the author draws comparisons between bird-flight and that 
of aircraft, with partial success. It contains a number of minor, and a few 
gross errors (e.g., the statement on page 25 that the Spitfire climbs to the 
height of Mt. Everest at an angle of 450), which could have been eliminated 
by submitting the manuscript to a competent aerodynamicist. In spite of 
its shortcomings, the book will assist its readers towards an elementary under
standing of bird flight, a process in which the excellently clear drawings by 
C. Rupert Moore, A.R.C.A., will play a good part. 

The same book, with a different binding and wrapper, appears as The 
Beginner's Guide to Flying. Amateur pilots are recommended to study 
instead the books on elementary aerodynamics specially written for them. 

R. A. CAER-LEWXY. 
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