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REVIEWS. 
Lakeland Natural History. Compiled by Ernest Blezaid. (Carlisle Natural 

History Society, 1946). 
This volume, published late in 1946 as Vol. vii of the Transactions of the 

Carlisle Natural History Society, is uniform with and forms an appropriate 
companion to the previous volume, The Birds of Lakeland. Though it 
includes articles on various natural history topics, including Geology and 
Botany, Ornithology predominates. The opening essay by Fl.-Lt. R. A. Carr 
Lewty, entitled "Aviation and Ornithology in Lakeland" is a most interesting 
and suggestive one. It demonstrates very effectively the unique contribution 
which aerial observation, in spite of some inevitable difficulties and draw
backs, can make to the study of birds, with a surprisingly varied and valuable 
assortment of actual data obtained by the author and fellow pilots in the area 
during the war. These show how wide are the possibilities opened up by 
ornithological investigation from the air and how the method may be applied 
to the solution of problems which are impossible, or much more difficult, to 
tackle on the ground. Outside the obvious field of research on height and 
speeds of flying birds, various other lines of investigation are indicated. Thus 
the feeding ranges of the larger colonial birds, such as Rooks and Herons, 
can be studied far more effectively from the air than otherwise and unsus
pected facts may be revealed. The birds from a rookery surrounded on all 
sides by suitable feeding grounds appeared to forage haphazardly in all direc
tions on calm or nearly calm days. "On days, however, on which the wind 
was appreciable, of a speed of five miles an hour or stronger, it was found 
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that the majority of Rooks were foraging into wind and returning to the 
rookery with the wind." Observations over the Solway have revealed the 
remarkable way in which flocks of shore-birds anticipate the uncovering of 
particular areas by the tide, starting while these are still submerged and 
travelling sometimes several miles on an unerring course to arrive punctually 
as the ground becomes exposed. Again it is shown how much more accurate 
and comprehensive a picture of the numbers and movements of flocks of wild
fowl on a large area such as an estuary can be obtained from the air than 
by an observer on the ground. Interesting results have also been obtained 
in the tracing of migration routes. 

Miss M. Garnett gives an account of the winter bird-life of Windermere 
based on long experience. T. L. Johnston gives an interesting review of the 
increase and spread of the Grey Lag Goose as a passage migrant and winter 
visitor in Lakeland which has taken place since the beginning of the century, 
and the Editor contributes an account of the Lakeland Pennines and their 
birds. This last includes many good original observations, including several 
items which we have noted for a future edition of The Handbook, including 
the frequent occurrence of Dor-beetles (Geotrupes) in pellets of the Raven, the 
regular use of old Ravens' nests as roosting places by Peregrines and a case of 
a male Merlin amongst the prey of a Tawny Owl. A final chapter, also by 
the Editor, summarizes notes and records on local ornithology received since 
the publication of The Birds of Lakeland in December, 1943. Reference is 
made to the spread of the Little Owl and Green Woodpecker and to the more 
adequate information now available about the birds of the Kent estuary and 
Arnside district. In the case of a record of a Golden Eagle in Westmorland 
it seems a pity to have given no evidence, in view of the much greater fre
quency of occurrence of White-tailed Eagles as migrants in England. 

Special maps illustrating the articles by Mr. Carr Lewty and Miss Garnett 
are included in a pocket at the end of the volume. 

Bird Haunts in Northern Britain. By G. K. Yeates. (Faber and Faber, Ltd., 
1948). 25s. net. 

Mr. Yeates has duly followed up his Bird Haunts in Southern Britain with 
his promised sequel on the birds of the North. We liked his earlier volume, 
but we enjoyed this one even more, partly no doubt, though not entirely, 
because we share his susceptibility to the fascinations of the North. There 
are chapters describing trips to the Border country after Short-eared Owls, to 
Argyllshire after Black-throated Divers, to the Central Highlands, Speyside 
and the wilds of Sutherland and Caithness for Dotterel, Greenshank and other 
species. But about half the book is devoted, deservedly, to Shetland, that bare 
and wind-swept yet delectable country, with its Great and Arctic Skuas, 
Whimbrel and Phalaropes, and its unsurpassed coastal scenery and teeming 
sea-bird colonies—though, to be sure, Mr. Yeates is not much concerned with 
the cliff birds on this occasion. Praise of Mr. Yeates's photographs becomes 
almost monotonous in a succession of reviews and it seems hardly necessary 
nowadays to say more than that they are Mr. Yeates's. As regards the text 
too we could not but reflect as we read it how well our author does this sort 
of thing. He has a vivid and lively style, and the combination of text and 
photographs results once again in a "popular" bird book of the very best 
type, not laying any claim to advance ornithological knowledge materially— 
why should it?—but providing most pleasant light fare for any reader to whom 
the subject of birds and wild country appeals, be his own knowledge large or 
little. To say this is not to overlook a few minor lapses, such as a repetition 
of the erroneous notion that the Fulmar squirts oil through its nostrils (it does 
so from the open mouth) or the laughable one on p. 81 in which, in a reference 
to the Hooded Crow, Mr. Yeates seems to show himself less at home with 
the Old Testament than with birds, but these need not be taken very seriously. 

In addition to the large number of admirable photographs in black and white 
there are two in colour from Kodachromes by the author and two colour plates 
from paintings by G. E. Lodge. 
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Haunts of British Divers. By Niall Rankin. (Collins, 1947). 12s. 6d. net. 
This is one of the recently issued bird books which depend mainly on their 

photographs, and it may well do so, for Col. Rankin has produced a superla
tive series of pictures of Great Crested Grebes and the two British divers at 
the nest, supported by others of their haunts and in the case of the divers some 
of their bird neighbours also, in all no less than 82 plates beautifully repro
duced. The grebe photographs include several of feathers being fed to the 
chicks. The text, mostly describing the author's experiences and observations 
in securing his pictures, is written in a rather light vein and although pleasant 
enough reading of its kind does not add anything material to knowledge of the 
habits of the birds. It is perhaps worth pointing out that the photograph of 
part of the Hermaness gannetries in Shetland (Plate 55) shows the colonies 
on Humla Stack and Humla Houl and not, as stated, on Clingra Stack and 
Clingra Houl, on which no Gannets breed. 

The coloured frontispiece and pen and ink drawings by Margaret Myddleton 
are somewhat wooden but not ineffective. The book is well produced on good 
quality paper and at the current rate of charges for books is very moderately 
priced. 

LOCAL REPORTS. 

Ornithological Notes, 1938-1946. By Geoffrey C. S. Ingram and H. Morrey 
Salmon. 

These notes on Glamorganshire and Monmouthshire are re-printed from the 
Cardiff Naturalists' Society's Transactions, though there is nothing in the 
heading to indicate either their source or the area covered. The notes are 
strictly - faunistic, recording the localities and dates of the more noteworthy 
occurrences during the period. Records of four Choughs at Caswell Bay, 
Gower, on August 7th, 1944, and of one most regrettably shot at Aberavon 
.on January 27th, 1945, are the first for Glamorganshire for over 50 years. 
Others of Blue-headed Wagtail (male, Llanishen Reservoirs, August 24th, 1941), 
Red-breasted Flycatcher (female, same locality, September 12th, 1943), Red-

crested Pochard (two males, same locality, in December, 1940 and one at 
Roath Park Lake, Cardiff, in January and February, 1941), Northern Golden 
Plover (three shot at Margam, March 25th, 1940) and Dotterel (six on a hill 
above Clydach Vale, May 3rd, 1942) are new to the county, while one of 
Ferruginous Duck (male, Lisvane Reservoir, December, 1939) is the first for 
over 100 years, and two of Stone-Curlew (near Kenfig Pool, August 15th, 1939, 
and St. Athan, April 27th, 1941) the first since 1885. Single occurrences of 
Pied Flycatcher and Wryneck are the first county records for autumn. Curlew 
hred in four new localties between 1939 and 1946 and Willow-Tits were 
recorded for the first time breeding in the county at Llanishen in April, 1946. 
A number of other more or less scarce birds are recorded, including Firecrest, 
Hoopoe, Grey Phalarope and Great Skua. Some of the records quoted above 
have already appeared in British Birds and references might have been given 
with advantage; in some other cases such references are actually given. 

The few records for Monmouthshire are dealt with separately. Willow-Tits 
are reported from several localities and the first case of breeding (two pairs) 
was proved in the Soar Valley in 1942. Amongst other records those of 
Golden Oriole, Firecrest, Hoopoe, Iceland Redshank and Spotted Crake might 
be mentioned. 

Lincolnshire Naturalists' Union: Transactions, Vol. xi, No. 4, Dec, 1947. 
Ornithologists in Lincolnshire are either relatively fewer or less well 

organized than in many parts of England. The present publication includes 
a section on Ornithology, but it hardly achieves the status of a proper county 
bird report in the modern sense. It consists for the most part of miscellaneous 
and rather rambling notes put together from the reports of a few correspondents 
with little attempt at systematic treatment. Two Dotterel were satisfactorily 
identified at Bishopsthorpe on April 15th. Five Woodlarks were seen, and 
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song heard, at Greetwell, near Lincoln. This is stated to be the first county 
record for many years, but Woodlarks bred regularly in at least one area in 
the north of the county at least as recently as 1937 and we have little doubt 
do so still. Earlier but still relatively recent records of breeding appear in 
British Birds, Vol. xvi, p. 47 and xix, p. 129. With reference to Willow-Tits 
the somewhat cryptic statement is made that " a pair nested on several occasions 
(italics ours) . . . at Langworth, Cranwell and Scothern." The compiler of 
the report enquires whether both Willow- and Marsh-Tits "share the rather 
harsh, repeated, chiding call, and is it only the Willow Titmouse which exca
vates a nest hole?" Both points are said to "need clearing up . " Reference 
to The Handbook might prove helpful. 

These Transactions also include a short paper by J. H. White on the Rook 
Survey of Lincolnshire, 1944-45. 

The London Bird Report for 1946. Edited by E. R. Parrinder. 
In this carefully compiled report a spread of the Woodlark in the area 

(within a radius of 20 miles of St. Paul's) is recorded, and Stonechats showed 
a welcome increase in Middlesex, where five breeding pairs were observed. 
Two pairs of Wheatears bred at Blackheath (Kent), the first definite record 
of nesting in the area since 1930, and Garganey may have bred at Rainham 
(Essex). An interesting intermittent passage movement of Wrynecks at 
Limpsfield (Surrey) is reported. Two Twites were satisfactorily identified at 
Barn Elms (Surrey) on October 28th and a Rock-Pipit there on April n t h . 
A Rough-Legged Buzzard was fully identified at Mill Hill (Middlesex) and an 
Arctic Skua in the Lea Valley (Herts) on May 28th, in addition to records 
already published in British Birds. A Black Stork seen associating with 
Herons at Hampton Hill (Middlesex) for several days in September was very 
tame and is presumed to have been an escape, though no loss of a captive 
bird has been traced. The reservoirs are responsible as usual for a notable 
list of the scarcer waders and water birds, including Red-crested Pochard, Red-
breasted Merganser, Red-necked Grebe, Bar-tailed Godwit, Turnstone, 
Whimbrel, Curlew-Sandpiper, Sanderling, Wood-Sandpiper, Grey Plover 
(several) and Sandwich Tern. Two red-headed Smew were present at 
Walthamstow on July 16th, a most unusual date, and it is noteworthy that 
Gadwall were present on the Barn Elms reservoir and the Thames at Hammer
smith almost throughout the year, twelve being noted on April 8th and 
numbers rising to as many as 20-25 m November and December. There are 
also records of Golden Oriole, Great Grey Shrike (several), Hoopoe, and Manx 
Shearwater and several of Common Buzzards. 

There is also a note on rookeries and a brief but interesting summary by 
P. A. D. Hollom of the results of the census of Great Crested Grebes in the 
London area. In 1946 the number of breeding pairs was approximately the 
same as in 1931 (64-5 as compared with 68), but the total summer population 
has increased from about 225 to 356, this being evidently due to the influence 
of the many gravel-pits, on which, however, the number of non-breeding birds 
is exceptionally high. A report on Black Redstarts in London gives in some
what more detail particulars which have already appeared in British Birds. 

Report on Birds observed in Hertfordshire in 1946. By H. H. S. Hayward-
Reprinted from Trans. Herts Nat. Hist. Soc, Vol. xxiii, pp. 6-16). 

The Hertfordshire report records a Great Reed-Warbler at the Tring Reser
voirs on April 27th. The description, which was submitted to us soon after 
the occurrence, is not above criticism in certain respects, but seems to leave 
little doubt of the bird's identity. A Broad-billed Sandpiper at Tring has 
already been recorded in British Birds. A Dartford Warbler was well seen 
on Berkhamsted Common on November 10th. The remarkable passage move
ment of waders and other birds which took place at the Tring Reservoirs in 
May has already been described by Mr. Glegg in this journal (Vol. xl, p. 107) 
but three Little Gulls seen on May 9th are not mentioned in the communica
tion in question. Few waders were seen in the autumn, but a flock of about 



VOL. XLI.] REVIEWS. 319 

forty Little Terns seen at the Wilstone reservoir on September 26th is remark
able. Other notes include one on a fierce attack by a Magpie on a sitting 
Wood-Pigeon, which, however, defended its eggs successfully, and a case of 
Great Crested Grebes attempting to nest on bare mud about two feet from the 
water's edge at Wilstone. This occurred when the water level was rising and 
is not a case of the water receding from a previously built nest. We note that 
a record of a Black Redstart in June in the 1944 Report, which was queried 
by Mr. Fitter in British Birds, was in fact probably erroneous. 
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