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REVIEWS. 

Yorkshire Naturalists' Union. Committee for Ornithology Reports for 1947 and 
1948. Edited by Ralph Chislett. (Reprinted from The Naturalist, 1948, pp. 
51-74, and 1949, 51-75.) 

T H E S E reports as usual contain much valuable material. Up to four 
Gannets were present a t Bempton Cliffs in 1947, but apparently did not breed. 
In 1948 two pairs reared young and there are said to have been three nests. 
In 1947 a new colony of Reed-Warblers was located at Hessle, and a nest of 
Montagu's Harriers was found in the North Riding (young reared), while the 
breeding of a second pair was suspected. A pair of Hobbies successfully 
reared young in S.W. Yorkshire in 1948. Duck's eggs taken by a boy a t 
Fairburn in 1947 were believed to be those of Garganey, and in 1948 the 
species was more in evidence than usual in the spring, though no case of 
breeding is reported. There are a fair number of Corn-Grake records in both 
years and in some cases breeding was proved. Two nests of Quail are reported 
in 1947 and two in 1948, apart from a number of records of birds heard calling, 
mostly in the former year. The breeding of a pair of Little Ringed Plovers 
in 1948 has been fully recorded in British Birds. 

There are a number of interesting records from Spurn, namely in 1947 an 
Ortolan (May 9th, and probably also one, April 1 ith), Red-breasted Fly
catchers (male, May 10th, and three young trapped and ringed, Sept. 26th), 
a Chiffchaff evidently of the Scandinavian or Siberian form (Oct. 28th), and 
an Icterine Warbler (young bird ringed, Sept. 4th) ; and in 1948 a Red-breasted 
Flycatcher (Oct. 8th and 9th), Yellow-browed Warbler (one ringed, Oct. 7th, 
the first recorded for many years), Barred Warbler (one ringed, Aug. 14th, 
and one, Aug. 15th), and a Lesser Whitethroat of the Siberian race (Oct. 29th 
—2nd primary between 6th and 7th in length). Sixteen Blue Tits ringed there 
on Oct. 1st, out of about thirty present, were considered to be of the Con
tinental race, and there was a particularly large influx of Goldcrests a t the 
end of October. 

There are a number of interesting records of more or less rare species else
where. Of these might be mentioned, in 1947 : three Golden Orioles in May, 
Marsh-Harrier (a male at Wassand in June, and an immature bird trapped 
and released in November), a Ferruginous Duck (Ringstone Edge Reservoir, 
Jan. 1st), a Grey Phalarope (Eccup, Oct. 1st), a Red-necked Phalarope 
(Teesmouth, Oct. 12th, bu t here evidence of identification should surely 
have been given), Temminck's Stint (one at Swillington Ing on Oct. 19th, 
and probably also one on May 12th), Kentish Plover (one Swillington Ing, 
May n t h , and one, Hornsea Mere, Sept. 15th), Dotterel (six, Ilton Moor, 
May 12th ; two, Middlesmoor, April 22nd), Avocet (one, Teesmouth, Sept. 9th), 
and at least one record of an Iceland Gull which appears satisfactory. A record 
of a Crested Lark at Spurn on April n t h is perhaps rightly square-bracketed, 
though probably correct. For 1948 the following may be noted : Bearded Tit 
(two cocks and a hen in reeds at Ingleby Barwick on Dec. 6th and 7th, an 
interesting record), a flock of no less than ten Alpine Swifts a t Teesmouth 
on July 25th, a Marsh-Harrier a t Hornsea Mere throughout June and July, 
in addition to several other records, an immature White-tailed Eagle present 
in N.E. Yorkshire for about a month from Jan. 20th, two almost certain 
Great Skuas off Spurn in October, three Grey Phalaropes at Bridlington on 
Nov. 7th, and a Caspian Tern at Bridlington, for which, presumably by an 
oversight, no date is given. A Bonaparte's Gull and a Spotted Crake on Malham 
Moor in June have already been recorded in British Birds. 

The presence of Shore-Larks at Kilnsea and Spurn in some numbers in 
October and November is of interest in view of the very few authenticated 
records on the Yorkshire coast in recent years. Records of Black Redstarts 
are becoming increasingly frequent in the passage seasons, and there are 
several reports of Nightingales beyond the normal range of the species, which 
reaches to the southern borders of the county. In early November a number 
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of Little Auks were seen close inshore—on Nov. 7th " small parties of up to 
30 birds were flying north all morning near Filey Brig " and some were 
driven inland. 

Under Waxwing in 1947 a few records for the 1946-7 invasion are addi
tional to those published in the British Birds report and we note that the 
latest record was at Hull on March 15th. For 1948 there are five records of 
single birds in January and February and a few were present a t Middlesbrough 
at the end of the year. 

A Demoiselle Crane was seen near Kilnsea on Sept. 12th, 1948, and was 
stated to have frequented the Humber shore for more than a week previously. 
One of these birds was shot and another seen in Orkney in May, 1863, but 
it has not been admitted to the British List, as the species is one often kept 
in captivity and the Orkney birds were thought to be possibly escapes. 
This crane, which breeds no farther off than S.E. Europe, seems just as likely 
to occur wild as a good many other species on the British List, and in the 
present instance enquiries by advertisement and radio failed to elicit any 
information of one having been lost. 

Amongst miscellaneous records in these two reports may be mentioned : 
in 1947, particulars of large Magpie roosts (200-300 near Nunthorpe), Blackbird 
rearing three broods in same nest, a Cuckoo giving both the ' cuckoo ' call and 
bubbling, a tendency of Great Black-backed Gulls to become commoner inland 
in winter, and an apparently aberrant Herring-Gull a t Swillington ing in 
October, with yellow legs, but mantle slightly paler than normal, with pale 
yellow bill without a red spot and with no white tips to the black on the 
primaries ; and in 1948 a singular case of a Little Owl disabled by a nesting 
Stock-Dove, which broke the owl's leg with a blow from the wing. " Exactly 
the same thing happened in 1947 in all respects except that then the two 
pigeons followed up the attack and killed the owl." 

Ornithological Reports for Northumberland and Durham for 1947 and 1948. 
Compiled by George W. Temperley. (Reprinted from The Naturalist, July-
September, 1948, and July-September, 1949.) 
T H E most interesting breeding record for 1947 is that of a pair of Montagu's 
Harriers, which, as already recorded in British Birds, bred in Co. Durham 
for the first time since 1835 and reared three young. I t is gratifying to learn 
that they bred successfully again in 1948. Crossbills were seen building in 
Dipton Wood, Northumberland, in 1947, but successful breeding was not 
proved. Birds were also seen here and a t Dukesfield, not far away, in 1948, 
but no definite evidence of breeding was obtained. Siskins were also present 
and heard singing in the two localities just mentioned in the spring of 1948, 
but no nest was found. One pair of Pochard bred in 1947 in the locality where 
two pairs bred in 1946. No nests of Goosander were reported in 1947, though 
a brood of young was seen a t Lees, Coldstream. In 1948 successful breeding 
was again recorded in Coquetdale. This species is stated to have been more 
numerous and widely distributed in the winters of 1947-8 and 1948-9 than 
in any previous years. In 1947 Black-necked Grebes bred successfully (at 
least two young reared) for the second year in Co. Durham, but in 1948 a 
single bird remained through the summer without a mate. We note with 
regret that the locality is now to be " reclaimed." The breeding of a pair 
of Lesser Black-backed Gulls a t Edmundbyers Common in 1948 was the 
first authenticated record for Co. Durham. Corn-Crakes appear to have been 
less in evidence in 1947 than in 1946 and " evidence of breeding was scanty." 
In 1948 " rather more . . . than in previous years " are stated to have been 
reported. In 1947 more Quail were recorded in Northumberland than for 
many years past, but 1948 produced only one record. 

In the Fames in 1947 a few Roseate Terns were present and probably 
bred on the Brownsman ; in 1948 there were 13 pairs and some nests were 
located. In the latter year a pair also bred on the Inner Fame. Sandwich 
Terns showed some increase on the Brownsman (at least 250 pairs) in 1947, 
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but only some 40 to 50 pairs nested on the Longstone. In 1948 about 150 
pairs were estimated on the Brownsman and about 250 on the Longstone. 
Arctic Terns are now more numerous on the Fames than ever, but the Inner 
Fame colony of Common Terns, deserted during the war, has not been re
established. At least one pair of the latter bred in 1948 on the Longstone. 

With reference to the Waxwing visitation of 1946-7 a report of a single 
bird a t Cleadon, Durham, on March 3rd carries the record a little later than 
any of the notes published in British Birds. A flock of eight or ten quite 
early in the autumn and a couple in December provide the only records for 
the latter part of 1947, and there are only a few odd records for 1948. 

Of rarities the chief records in 1947 are : a Rose-coloured Starling (im
mature bird on Beal shore, Northumberland, Aug. 25th), a Red-breasted 
Flycatcher (a bird of the year a t Whitburn Bents, Oct. 24th : first record 
for Durham), a Kite at Holy Island on May 15th, a Black Kite shot a t West 
Kyloe, Northumberland, on May 14th, as already recorded in British Birds, 
and a Spotted Crake (Gosforth Park, Oct. 20th), the first recorded in 
Northumberland for many years. A male Golden Oriole was picked up dead 
on Holy Island in May, and a Hoopoe remained for a fortnight on the Fames 
in the spring, another being seen a t Whitley Bay, Northumberland, in 
September. 

In 1948 may be mentioned : a Scandinavian Chiffchaff (South Shields, 
Aug. n t h ) , a Honey-Buzzard (Bilton, June 7th), a Spoonbill flying north 
a t Beadnell, May 16th, a Snow-Goose, thought to be the Lesser, a t Fenham-
le-Moor, Northumberland, on Oct. 5th, three records of single Grey Phalaropes 
in October and November, and an Iceland Gull well identified a t Whiteleas 
Pond, near South Shields, on Mar. 15th. A Lesser Spotted Woodpecker seen 
a t Darlington in March and November is also noteworthy, since there are 
few authenticated records of this species in Co. Durham. Records of Blue-
winged Teal and Ferruginous Duck have already appeared in British Birds. 
The Scandinavian Chiffchaff was identified by Dr. H. M. S. Blair, whose 
wide experience of Scandinavian birds is well known and who heard the 
characteristic shrill call-note, " like the cheeping of a domestic chicken in 
distress," which characterises this race in part of its range. 

Black Redstarts are becoming regular winter visitors on the coast and the 
Little Owl has further extended its range. Stonechats remain very scarce 
and there are no breeding records for either year. Whooper Swans were 
numerous in both 1946-7 and 1947-8. Records of a pair of Common Scoters 
on a flooded brickfield near Durham on June 27th, 1948, and of two Velvet 
Scoters off Warkworth on June 13th, 1948, are unusual. A flock of 100 
Whimbrel, near Wylam, Northumberland, over 15 miles from the sea, on 
Sept. 21st, 1948, is unusual inland in England. In 1948 numbers of Snow-
Buntings in the latter part of the year were exceptionally large and flocks 
of a hundred or more Grey Plover on Fenham Flats may be mentioned as 
notably large for that species. 

On October 25th, 1947, a striking northward movement of Gannets, involving 
over 600 birds, was observed off the Durham coast, and the northward 
movement of Little Auks on Nov. 7th, 1948, reported on the Yorkshire coast 
(see above), seems to have been even more pronounced off Co. Durham, 
where 5,500 were counted in an eight-hour census. A noteworthy northward 
movement of Pomatorhine Skuas (49 in a 9-hour count) is also reported on 
this coast on October 28th. 

A noteworthy behaviour record is tha t of one of a breeding pair of Carrion 
Crows dropping an object, evidently food, to its mate which the latter caught 
in mid-air in its bill. 
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