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EDITORIAL. 

J U S T a year ago at the time of writing these words the first issue 
of British Birds to be produced by the new Editorial Board went 
to press, opening with an Editorial in which a number of aims 
and objects were stated. Some of these have been fulfilled, at 
least to the satisfaction of the Editors, but others remain to be 
accomplished. Revised arrangements for the verification and 
publication of sight-records of rare birds have been worked out 
with the co-operation of those concerned and have been put into 
effect as explained in our January issue (antea, pp . 1-2). A 
number of valuable papers have been obtained and have been 
published, so far as possible at the seasons when they are of most 
interest to readers, and in some cases within a few weeks of being 
written. The principal outstanding problem here is to secure an 
even broader spread of subjects treated, and to avoid too much 
tendency for certain topics to monopolize an undue share of the 
available space. 

In the case of Notes some reduction in arrears has been achieved 
by the methods indicated in last year 's Editorial, although in 
response to appeals from several readers we have generally avoided 
the use of smaller type, and the adoption of a different style of 
heading has enabled space to be saved. Nevertheless it cannot 
be claimed that the position about Notes is even yet satisfactory, 
since the average wait for publication remains too long. 

Thanks to the continued co-operation of many expert bird 
photographers and several talented artists the number and range 
of illustrations has been maintained at a satisfactory level. In 
the reviewing of publications we have found much more difficulty, 
and it has not so far been practicable to complete the Supplement 
covering recent literature which we stated among our aims last 
year. On the other hand the very large number of local reports 
in respect, of 1950 have been reviewed in a body in recent issues, 
although certain of them were only published as we were going 
to press. I t has also proved even more difficult than was expected 
to revert to regular publication on the 1st of each month, although 
this has been achieved for certain issues and others have appeared 
without much delay. 

In our efforts to bring about further improvements we hope to 
have the goodwill and help of our contributors and readers. W e 
are glad to know that despite the very difficult times the circulation 
has been well maintained, but nothing could assist more to improve 
Birtish Birds than a substantial increase in circulation to afford 
some margin over increasing costs, and every extra reader helps 
in this way. 
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Finally, it is with the utmost regret that we have to announce 
the impending- retirement from the Editorial Board of J. D. Wood, 
who is taking up a post at Geneva which makes it impossible for 
him to continue to serve. W e are sure that all our readers will 
join with us in paying tribute to the great contribution which he 
has made to British Birds during one of the most difficult periods 
of its existence, and to the pleasant and efficient manner in which 
he has kept all concerned with its preparation and production in 
touch. He has not spared himself, and he has certainly left his 
mark. 

W e are glad to announce that we have secured the services as 
his successor of I. J. Ferguson-Lees, who has been for some time 
a contributor of field notes and a very active field ornithologist. 
W e are confident that our contributors and readers will extend 
him a welcome and will support him in assuming his new burdens. 
From the appearance of this issue all editorial correspondence 
should be addressed t o : Mr. I. J. Ferguson-Lees, Fordlands, 
Crowhurst, Sussex. 




