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REVIEWS. 
The Greenshank. By Desmond Nethersole-Thompson (Collins, 1951). 15s. 

In The Handbook's account of the Greenshank it was evident that much of 
our knowledge of the species was due to Mr. Nethersole-Thompson, but it 
needed the publication of this book to show how much he has learnt about one 
of the most difficult to study of all British birds. I t combines so much inter
esting information and original observation in a well-arranged and readable 
narrative tha t it is certain to give lasting enjoyment and instruction to a 
much wider circle than those who can claim to know the bird well, or who find 
pleasure in catching frequent echoes and reminders of a walk with its author 
through the Cairngorm country. The picture given of the Greenshank's 
distribution in Britain is fairly detailed, and the author suggests that there 
may be some 300 to 500 pairs nesting in Scotland ; in his own area there 
have lately been from 15 to 28 pairs on about 133,000 acres. Taking simply 
the ground actually occupied as territory, density has varied from roughly one 
pair to 275 acres to one pair to over 700 acres, but cases are given of four pairs 
on about 400 acres. For comparison the author records breeding densities 
per 1,000 acres of about 11-15 pairs of Crested Tits and about 16 pairs of 
Scottish Crossbills. In 1935 he found 25-28 pairs of Golden Plover and 17-20 
of Curlew on the same area as six pairs of Greenshank, and he mentions as 
normal figures for other waders territories of at least i j acres for Lapwings, 
two acres for Oyster-catchers, between 40-70 acres for Golden Plover and 
200-400 for Dotterel. These are remarkable discrepancies, and it is question
able whether they can be taken as significant without much further analysis. 
The full list of call-notes is usefully linked with Ludwig Koch's recordings ; 
this example might well be followed in other cases. 

The outstanding feature of the book is the thorough record and discussion 
of the behaviour of a number of individually identified birds over a period of 
years. The illustrations, especially those in black-and-white, are excellent. 

E.M.N. 
Gronlands Fugle. Par t I II . By Finn Salomonsen. Illustrated by Gitz-

Johansen (Munksgaard, Copenhagen, 1951). Price for the three Par ts , 
£14 15s. od. Map Danish Kr. io . 
The previous parts of this work (see antea vol. xliv, p . 182 and vol. xlv, 

p. 78) were difficult to follow without a detailed map, and this need has now 
been admirably met on the scale 1 : 5,000,000 with contours and colouring to 
distinguish the High-Arctic, Low-Arctic and Sub-Arctic Regions. This map, 
however, appears to constitute a separate publication and to be charged for 
extra, although the notes by the publisher are not entirely clear on this. The 
groups dealt with in Part I I I are the auks, birds of prey and passerines. 
Among much interesting material on auk populations it emerges that the 
colonies of Razorbills, which occur only on the west coast, do not exceed a t 
most 600-700 pairs, and those of Puffins number from a few up to a t most 200 
pairs. On the other hand Brunmch's Guillemot has one colony at Cape 
Shackleton, north of Upernavik, estimated at about one million pairs, and there 
are about another million in other colonies despite some severe decreases 
through persecution. The Little Auk defeats even Dr. Salomonsen's census 
capacities, and he merely mentions, for example, tha t the Thule district has 
" no doubt many millions " of these birds, and quotes an estimate of five 
million pairs for the Scoresby Sound district. At the other extreme he esti
mates that there are no more than 75 pairs of Greenland White-tailed Eagles. 
He concludes that , roughly speaking, the dark phase of Gyr-falcon is the sub
arctic form, the grey phase the low-arctic and the white one the high-arctic 
form. Intermediates are relatively few, bu t distributions overlap considerably. 

Of special interest to British readers is the full account of the Greenland 
Wheatear, which has been increasing and spreading north throughout the 
past 30 years with the warmer climate. Two ringed as nestlings near Disko 
have been recovered during the last five years in Portugal and Hertfordshire. 
The colony of Fieldfares established since 1937 in the Julianehaab district is 
described, and its survival is attributed to the abandonment of migration, 
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made possible by the fact that the mean winter temperature is now more than 
five degrees Centigrade higher than it was 50 years ago. The Greenland Red
poll is also extending northwards (at the expense of Hornemann's Redpoll), 
and so is the Lapland Bunting which has lately begun to colonise the high-
arctic region. 

If it were possible to reprint the English text by itself without the plates and 
in less sumptuous paper to sell at a more reasonable price this work would be 
of value and interest to many British ornithologists who are unlikely to see 
it in its present handsome but prohibitive format. E.M.N. 
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