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REVIEWS. 
The Sea Around Us. By Rachel L. Carson (Staples, 1951). 12s. 6d. 

I t is a remarkable indication of the growth of interest in the oceans tha t this 
scientific account of them should have run through three impressions within 
the month of publication. It is excellently written and brings together clearly 
a great deal which would otherwise be difficult to trace and understand. The 
passages on bird life, although correct, are perhaps the most disappointing in that 
they are comparatively meagre and are so largely concerned with land-based 
observations, to the neglect of a good deal which has been worked out recently 
about the distribution and habits of birds far out a t sea. As this work seems 
destined to go through other editions it may be suggested tha t some revision 
in this respect would be worth while. I t is however in the background which it 
provides for marine ornithology tha t the book is so useful and interesting. 
For example, an account is given of the relationship of changing ocean currents 
to climate, which goes far to explain the remarkable recent changes in the bird 
life of Greenland, Iceland and some other northern countries. The British 
Isles, having already enj oyed the full force of the Gulf Stream, have experienced 
much less marked changes. The suggestion tha t the increased melting of the 
ice may account for a rise in ocean levels which amounted on the east coast of 
the United States to as much as four inches between 1930 and 1948 has dis
turbing implications for the future of low-lying coastal areas. But The Sea 
Around Us is full of interesting things, and it is fortunate that the publishers 
have been able to produce it a t a price which by current standards is very 
reasonable considering the length and the standard of production. E.M.N. 

Wandering Albatross : Adventures among the Albatrosses and Petrels in the 
Southern Ocean. By L. Harrison Matthews (London : Macgibbon & Kee, 
with Reinhardt & Evans, 1951). 15s. 
This is an account of observations on the birds of South Georgia made over 

20 years ago, though the exact dates do not appear. Most of the species 
referred to are illustrated in excellent photographs, and the heads of a number 
of them in black and white sketches, by the author. These, with the des
criptions in the text, many of which give a very good idea of the characteristic 
appearance or behaviour of the species, should help the reader unfamiliar with 
them to form true mental pictures of many of the commoner birds of the 
southern oceans. The reviewer must confess, however, tha t the description of 
the song of the Antarctic Pipit leaves him puzzled. The bird is said to resemble 
the Rock-Pipit and to rise in short hovering flights singing a short bu t quite 
musical trill which reminded the author, not of t ha t of the Rock- or Meadow-
Pipit as might have been supposed, but of the Corn-Bunting ! 

The author's opportunities for studying the breeding behaviour of most of 
the South Georgia sea-birds were evidently very limited and were largely 
gained by accompanying parties of sealers or whalers to the more remote parts 
of the island on raids to gather their eggs for food. On one of these raids 
2,000 eggs of the Wandering Albatross were collected and this species, accord
ing to the author, does not nest every year and only lays a single egg. The 
accounts of these expeditions are enlarged by including the remarks and 
conversations of those who took part , quoted verbatim after over 20 years ; 
as might be expected the English spoken by these foreign seamen is full of 
expressions not heard in drawing-rooms and in the reviewer's opinion its intro
duction is disagreeablj and quite unnecessary. 

But apparently the book is not intended to please ornithologists, as it is 
dedicated " To Bird Lovers, especially those who love them piping hot, well 
browned and with plenty of bread sauce." W.B.A. 

The History of American Ornithology before Audubon. By Elsa G. Allen. 
(Trans. Amer. Phil. Soc, New Series, vol. 41, part 3, 1951. $2.00.) 

This work is primarily an account of what is known of the lives of those 
travellers and naturalists through whose writings the avifauna of North 
America gradually became known to the world. In order to place them in 
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proper perspective Mrs. Allen has dealt also with the history of the develop
ment of ornithology as a science and given accounts of the lives of most of the 
leading European ornithologists from Aristotle to Willughby and Ray, 
Linnaeus and Buffon. The greatest amount of space is naturally devoted to 
those who studied American birds in their native country, especially Mark 
Catesby, William Bartram, John Abbot, Vieillot and Alexander Wilson. 
The numerous illustrations are mainly reproductions of portraits or early 
pictures of American birds, W.B.A, 
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