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REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION. 
" Wreck " ol Leach's Fork-tailed Petrels.—We have received preliminary 

reports from as many as 28 counties which show that there has been a remark
able " w r e c k " of Leach's Fork-tailed Petrels (Oceanodroma leucorrhoa), chiefly 
on the west coast, but extending over much of the rest of the country (one was 
even found in Regent's Park, London). Apparently this began during the 
heavy gales of October 2 5th-26th in the south-west—where it is suggested 
tha t a large number of these birds were caught by too strong a wind in the 
Bristol Channel—and continued there and elsewhere during the following week. 
As many as 260 Leach's Fork-tailed Petrels were counted a t the New Grounds 
in Gloucestershire, and 120-130 were seen a t Brean Down in Somerset, and it 
is stated tha t some 80 were picked up dead on the saltings there (per Bernard 
King). There are also unconfirmed reports of " large numbers " a t Burnham-
on-Sea, Somerset. Apart from these, we have been sent several records of 
smaller parties of 40-50 birds off-shore and many dead have been found in the 
west coast counties, but it is apparent even from the incomplete reports to 
hand at the time of going to press tha t a quite unprecedented number of these 
birds has been involved, and we shall publish a full report as soon as all the 
figures are available. Mr. H. J. Boyd has kindly agreed to collect all the 
information for us and we ask that records be sent to him direct, at the Severn 
Wildfowl Trust, New Grounds, Slimbridge, Gloucestershire. I t is evident 
tha t a few Storm-Petrels (Hydrobates pelagicus) are involved and records of 
this species should also be sent to Mr. Boyd. 

Wood-Sandpipers in the British Isles, 1952.—There was a considerable 
passage of Wood-Sandpipers (Tringa glareola) during the early part of the 
autumn and we shall be glad t o receive any records of this species in order to 
assess the full extent of what appears to have been a quite abnormal influx ; 
probably it will be found desirable that a summary be published. 


