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REVIEWS. 
King Solomon's Ring. By Konrad Z. Lorenz. (Methuen, London, 1952). 15s. 

In this readable and entertaining book Dr. Lorenz gives the background of 
his remarkable observations on animal behaviour and explains with great 
charm and simplicity the essentials of the new knowledge which has trans
formed during the past twenty years our understanding of the psychology of 
vertebrates in general and of birds in particular. Only one of the chapters—• 
a longish account of the author's Jackdaw colony at Altenberg—deals exclu
sively with birds, but there are plenty of pther references to them and 
Dr. Lorenz, like Dr. Tinbergen in The Study of Instinct, deliberately ranges 
wider in order to show how much there is in common between the springs of 
action in birds and other animals, not excepting man. In a chapter on the 
language of animals Dr. Lorenz reminds his readers that human language 
which has to be learned afresh by each child is fundamentally different from 
the innate signal code of birds, consisting of sounds and movements made 
and understood automatically by members of the species, without any intention 
of influencing the behaviour of others. He emphasises the power of birds and 
other animals to transmit and receive subtle indications of one another's 
intentions—a faculty which in men has been largely superseded by the use 
of language. He gives an amusing example of a tame parrot which would 
remark "Na, auf wiedersehen," when a guest was about to leave, but could 
never be persuaded into uttering it unless the guest's departure was really 
imminent, which it was able to divine by indications too subtle to be traced. 
It is incidentally surprising to find in this chapter the Willow-Warbler 
bracketted with the Red-backed Shrike as a master mimic: this raises the 
suspicion of an error in Marjorie Kerr Wilson's generally excellent translation. 

E.M.N. 
Fleas, Flukes and Cuckoos; A Study of Bird Parasites. By Miriam Rothschild 

and Theresa Clay. (Collins, New Naturalist Special Volume, London, 1952). 
21s. 
Many ornithologists who have met with problems concerning parasites of 

birds have been shocked and discouraged by the difficulties of obtaining 
identifications and elementary information about them, and by the extreme 
scarcity of authorities to consult on the various groups. These difficulties 
have been aggravated by the lack of any clear and up-to-date account of the 
general subject of parasitism as it affects birds—a want which has now been 
admirably filled by the present work, which achieves the remarkable feat of 
making its obscure subject not only comprehensible but fascinating to those 
with no previous knowledge of it. The Editors are justified in claiming 
through this publication to have made available a new synthesis and given 
a new stimulus to research, and it is to be hoped that ornithologists will 
play their full part in studies from which so much can be learnt. 

Beginning with a general discussion of parasitism, commensalism and 
symbiosis, in which ornithological examples are prominent, the authors go on 
to review the origins and evolution of parasites and the effect of parasitism 
on the parasite and the host. Then follow separate chapters on fleas, feather 
lice, protozoa, worms, flies, mites, micro-parasites, the fauna of birds' nests 
and on two cases of parasitism by birds—the sku^s and the European Cuckoo. 
The Bibliographical Appendix is informative and critical; it includes the 
somewhat surprising statement that the list of parasites given for each species 
of bird in Niethammer's Handbuch der Deutschen Vogelkunde is totally 
unreliable and should be ignored. There is a full index, and the illustrations, 
which are all black and white photographs or drawings, are very good and 
well-chosen. E.M.N. 
Bird Recognition—Vol. II (Birds of Prey & Water-Fowl). By James Fisher. 

(Pelican Books, London, 1951). 3s. 6d. 
The second volume of this very useful series of cheap books on field 

identification has at last been published. The first volume, which came out 
in 1947, has been widely used and is deservedly popular; it is often produced 
from the pockets of a multitude of young bird-watchers. When one 
remembers one's youth and the books then available, one realises what books 
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at such a price mean to the beginner, but the time that has elapsed between 
the publication of these two volumes has added to the difficulties of those 
who cannot afford the more expensive books. They have been prone to try 
and identify from Vol. I any bird they discovered; for example, the present 
reviewer was summoned (Vol. I was the authority quoted) to see Manx 
Shearwaters on an inland pool only to find that they were young Coots! 
It is sincerely to be hoped that the final two volumes will be printed without 
further delay. 

Vol. II maintains the good standard of the first volume. The same system 
as in Vol. I is employed: the seasonal charts, maps of distribution, the key 
to field characters, and black-and-white illustrations, all of which provide a 
maximum of information in a minimum of space. One omission is to be 
deplored. At the beginning of Vol. I an explanation was given of the seasonal 
charts, how to read the maps, and how to use the key to field characters, 
and there was also a diagram of a bird's external parts. None of this is 
printed in Vol. II ; the reader is merely told to refer to Vol. I, although it 
may well be that he does not own or may simply have lost Vol. I and will 
therefore lack the help that a beginner at least will need. 

The key and the systematic discussion of each species are in the main 
excellent. It is easy to make small criticisms. For example, the breeding 
range of Wigeon is given in the text: "in Britain first bred Sutherland 1849", 
whereas on the map the breeding range before 1837 is shown to cover 
N. Scotland, W. Ireland and part of Norfolk. Again, the statement that 
before the last 100 years the Eider bred in Britain only in Shetland, Orkney 
and Hebrides would have been warmly contested by St. Cuthbert and will be 
by Miss Grace Watt. 

Many of "Fish-Hawk's" illustrations are admirable, but not all. White 
lines on the heads of Sheldrake and Mallard drake, possibly meant to indicate 
glossiness, look rather odd (incidentally, if there had been room for a picture 
of a young Sheld-duck it would have been useful); the heads of duck Teal 
and duck Pochard are unsatisfactory. Illustrations and silhouettes of birds in 
flight are most useful, but the bill of the Black-necked Grebe appears to be 
grossly exaggerated and other drawings might be improved. It should, 
perhaps be pointed out that the white sometimes seen at the base of the 
bill of a Tufted Duck is often far greater than is indicated in the text. 

Despite the faults of some of the illustrations it must not be thought that 
this is anything but an excellent and serviceable book. The author has an 
unusual gift for writing in a succinct, but readable, way; he has assembled 
his facts well and brought them within the reach of all; his publishers must 
let him finish the job without more delay. A.W.B. 
Three Studies in Bird Character: Bitterns, Herons and Water-Rails. By Lord 

William Percy. (Country Life, London, 1952). 21s. 
In this interesting book Lord William Percy has concentrated on three 

species which he has had unusual opportunities for observing and recording 
both by notebook and photograph. He comments on the distraction involved 
in operating a camera while trying to keep up observation simultaneously, but 
when this difficulty can be overcome so successfully as it has been here there 
is no doubt that each type of record is very much reinforced by the other. 
The linking together in sequence of the numerous photographs gives some
thing of the effect of a cinema film stopped in its tracks, while the intimate 
connection of photographs and text greatly assists the reader in following the 
author's experiments with the feeding habits of Bitterns and Water-Rails, for 
example. 

Among interesting points in this book is the author's discussion of the 
so-called "intake of air" audible before the Bittern's boom (which he inclines 
to regard as being caused by the reverse process of expelling it from the 
air-sacs of the body), the curious helplessness of the Bittern when surprised 
while booming and its surprising ability in walking on reedstalks, the 
bellicosity, polygamous tendencies and inattention to their nests and young of 
the males, and in the case of Water-Rails their liking and talent for high-
jumping. E.M.N. 
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