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EDITORIAL. 
LAST month saw the publication by the British Ornithologists' 
Union of a new Check-List of the Birds of Great Britain and Ireland, 
based on the Wetmore order of classification, beginning with the 
divers and ending with the Passerines. This classification has now 
been adopted in most parts of the world ; its merits were already 
recognized here when The Handbook was written, and its use is 
rapidly gaining ground in this country. 

The more long drawn out the period of transition from the 
" Hartert " (=The Handbook) order to the Wetmore order, the 
greater will be the inconvenience caused. Our aim is to reduce this 
to a minimum and we propose therefore to adopt forthwith the use 
of the Wetmore order in British Birds starting with the present 
number. 

The Wetmore classification gives a sequence for orders and 
families of birds. It does not define the arrangement of genera 
and species within each family, and there is thus much room for 
argument on sequence of species in any particular family. The 
over-riding consideration at this time, however, is to bring the 
Wetmore order into general use. As a matter of practical convenience, 
a defined sequence of species is necessary. Here expediency calls 
for the minimum divergence from the B.O.U. Check-List. However, 
we cannot agree with the B.O.U. List Sub-Committee when they 
interpose Great Skua between Arctic and Pomarine Skuas, 
Richard's and Tawny Pipits between Meadow and Tree Pipits, 
or Corn Bunting between Yellowhammer and the rest of the buntings. 
In each of these groups we will list the above first-named species 
first. There are various other points where we would differ from 
the List Sub-Committee, such as their re-arrangement of genera 
within the Anatidas, and the inclusion of Wallcreeper in the 
Sittidae. Nevertheless, to avoid unnecessary confusion of detail 
at this time of change-over from the one system of classification to 
the other, we propose at present to follow in other respects the 
sequence of species as published in the B.O.U. Check-List, realising 
that, later on, some changes in the sequence may be unavoidable. 

In view of the fact that the International Commission on 
Zoological Nomenclature now has before it a number of disputed 
scientific names on which it is expected to make a pronouncement 
in a few months' time, it seems undesirable to make any changes 
in the scientific nomenclature used in British Birds until the 
International Commission's rulings are known. 

With regard to the English names it is pointed out in the Introduc
tion to the Check-List that they can be subject to no definite 
rules and that the authors of the List follow what they believe to be 
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the accepted current usage. They recognize that English names are 
properly subject to changing customs (e.g. Goldcrest), but they do 
not regard their function as going beyond taking account of changes 
which have been already generally accepted. British Birds, as a 
periodical in regular touch with British field observers, has always 
taken and must continue to take a somewhat less passive attitude 
on this question and so be ready to give a lead. For example, 
British Birds adopted " Goldcrest" in 1937, simultaneously with 
The Handbook, and this is now agreed by the B.O.U., who however 
regard the almost obsolete " Redbreast" as being " still the 
proper name for the Robin." 

We are therefore not necessarily following the B.O.U. Check-
List where it has varied the English names used in The Handbook. 
The following changes are being introduced now in British Birds, 
and others may be announced from time to time. We would be 
glad to hear from ornithologists who have suggestions to make on 
this subject. One of the considerations in making changes in the 
names of vagrants is the English name in current use where the 
bird is common. Particularly does this apply to certain American 
species (e. g. Dowitcher, Yellowlegs, etc.). 

In addition to the changes listed below, all hyphens preceding 
capital letters will be dropped ; they will only be retained in such 
cases as " Black-tailed ", " Broad-billed ", etc., or in an awkward 
example such as " Bee-eater ". 

The Handbook NAME 
White-billed Northern Diver 
Leach's Fork-tailed Petrel 
Madeiran Fork-tailed Petrel 
Mediterranean Shearwater* 
North Atlantic Shearwater 
Fulmar Petrel 
Common Heron 
Buff-backed Heron 
American Wigeon 
Scaup-Duck 
Common Pochard 
Buffel-headed Duck 
Common Eider 
Common Buzzard 
Peregrine Falcon 
Common Partridge 
Common Crane 
Carolina Crake 
Corn-Crake 
Macqueen's Bustard* 
Oyster-catcher 
Killdeer Plover 
Red-breasted Snipe 
Common Snipe 
Bartram's Sandpiper 
Common Curlew 
Greater Yellowshank 
Yellowshank 
American Stint 

•} 

N E W NAME 
White-billed Diver 
Leach's Petrel 
Madeiran Petrel 

Cory's Shearwater 

Fulmar 
Heron 
Cattle Egret 
Baldpate 
Scaup 
Pochard 
Buffelhead 
Eider 
Buzzard 
Peregrine 
Partridge 
Crane 
Sora Rail 
Corncrake 
Houbara Bustard 
Oystercatcher 
Killdeer 
Dowitcher 
Snipe 
Upland Sandpiper 
Curlew 
Greater Yellowlegs 
Lesser Yellowlegs 
Least Sandpiper 
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The Handbook NAME N E W NAME 
Bonaparte's Sandpiper White-rumped Sandpiper 
American Pectoral Sandpiper Pectoral Sandpiper 
Siberian Pectoral Sandpiper Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
Pomatorhine Skua Pomarine Skua 
Pallas's Sand-Grouse Pallas's Sandgrouse 
Wood-Pigeon Woodpigeon 

Collared Turtle Dove 
American Nightjar American Nighthawk 
Wood-Lark Woodlark 
Sky-Lark Skylark 
Wall-Creeper Wallcreeper 
Tree-Creeper Treecreeper 
Rock-Thrush Rockthrush 
Eversmann's Warbler* Arctic Warbler 
Hedge-Sparrow Dunnock or Hedge Sparrow 
c t e T R e d p o U ^ 0 " * } 
Common Crossbill Crossbill 
Yellow Bunting Yellowhammer 

[Those marked * are subspecific names for which The Handbook did not give 
a specific name, although the races are practically inseparable in the field. 
The new name in each case is a species name, embracing the races concerned.] 

Now, another matter—it is quite a long while now since 
G. K. Yeates began to help with the collection of photographs for 
British Birds, particularly of those appearing in the series of 
rarely photographed species, and during that time his advice and 
the wideness of his circle of contacts among bird-photographers 
have been invaluable. We feel, however, that it will be more 
satisfactory to all concerned if he joins us on a more official basis, 
and we are very pleased therefore to be able to say that 
Mr. Yeates has agreed to become our Photographic Editor. Any 
photographs, other than those illustrating or supporting a paper 
or note, may be sent to him at Oldstead, High Birstwith, Harrogate, 
Yorkshire. 

We regret, and hope shortly to bring to an end, the delays in 
publication which have affected recent issues through circumstances 
beyond our control. 


