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REVIEWS. 

Birds of the Gauntlet. By H. von Michaelis. (Hutchinson, London, 1952). 
84s. 

The author is a deservedly successful artist and writer, portraying in this 
book birds which he has known at close quarters. All, except a European 
Kestrel, are South African species: eagles, falcons, hawks, owls; also, despite 
the title of the book, geese, ducks, and a swan. Personally I prefer the draw
ings, which are liberally scattered through the book, to the coloured plates, of 
which there are eight. Particularly skilful is the soft, fluffy appearance 
which he gives to young birds in down. The text makes enjoyable reading, 
vivid and well-written. Much of it is devoted to the author's experiences in 
rearing, taming and hawking with birds of prey. He undoubtedly has a 
great flair for handling birds, nevertheless he says " I am conscious enough of 
all those little gravestones occasioned by my own failures . . . The only 
reasonably safe way of seeing a bird grow up is achieved by leaving it in its 
nest under the expert care of its parents." 

In the last chapter or two he discusses some of the basic effects on flying 
birds of wind (drift) and thermal currents, which as a pilot and glider pilot he 
appreciates better than most ornithologists, and on which he speaks with 
authority. 

When he comes to navigation and homing, however, he seems on less sure 
ground, and claims that " we must accept as fact that some kind of force is 
sent out from their home-location, is transmitted through the air, and is 
received by the bird." P.A.D.H. 

Eyes in the Night. By Bengt Berg. (Reimer, Berlin, 1952). DM 11.50. 
English translation. 

This book contains the story of an Eagle Owl reared and kept in Sweden 
for a year or more. As the following extract may imply, reminiscence and 
speculation are not altogether lacking :— 

"A conscientious ' naturalist ' would doubtless have described the young 
one better by saying that he was six and a quarter inches long and weighed 
so and so many ounces. We merely said that he was newly christened, 
after I had related the story about the Danish nightingale parson, a story 
well worth retelling." 
Nevertheless as is to be expected when dealing with a species so little known 

in this country, the book contains some interesting observations. These are 
based on many hours watching, by day and night, both of the nest and of the 
tame youngster; the latter was seldom caged and was encouraged from the 
start to hunt for itself. There are 57 photographs ; two-thirds of these are 
of Eagle Owls and include wild birds perched away from the nest and in 
flight. " P.A.D.H. 

The Origin and History of the British Fauna. By B. P. Beirne. (Methuen, 
London, 1952). 

This is an attempt to explain the various types of distribution exhibited 
by British animals on the basis of a number of hypotheses which the author 
considers as probable, though he admits that definite proof of most of them 
is not obtainable. 

He dates the final separation of Britain from the Continent, and of Ireland 
from Britain, about 6,000 years ago and considers that this is too short a 
period for the development of distinct races except in very occasional circum
stances. As very many British insects and a number of mammals and birds 
are distinguishable from the Continental forms he is therefore forced to suppose 
that the British races had mostly already developed before the formation oi 
the English Channel and the Irish Sea. 

It is impossible in a brief review to go into the details of the various glacial 
and interglacial periods, but except in the case of boreal species, of which the 
only representative among birds is the British Ptarmigan, it is difficult to 
believe that the majority of the races peculiar to Britain could have survived 
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there when most of the land was covered by an ice-sheet. However at the 
height of glaciation so much water was locked up that the sea-level is supposed 
to have been lowered at least 300 feet, and this would mean that large areas 
of land now under the sea were exposed. The area along the west coasts of 
Scotland and Ireland Dr. Beirne calls the Celtic Land and on it he supposes 
that various races peculiar to Ireland, the Hebrides or the northern Scottish 
islands were developed, examples among birds being the Irish Red Grouse, 
Coal Tit and Jay, the Hebridean Rock Pipit, Song Thrush, Stonechat and 
Hedge Sparrow, the Shetland Starling and the Shetland, St. Kilda and 
Hebridean Wrens. 

Most of the other British races, including all the examples among birds, he 
supposes were developed in the Channel Land, which comprised England 
south of the Thames and the area now covered by the English Channel. In 
support of this view he points out that the forms of the Blue Tit, Long-tailed 
Tit, Dartford Warbler and Robin found in the Channel Isles and Brittany 
are almost or quite identical with the British races. 

The reviewer must confess that he does not find Dr. Beirne's arguments 
convincing, and that it seems to him simpler to suppose that evolution has 
progressed more rapidly than the author thinks possible and has tended to 
develop races better adapted to the damper and more equable climate as one 
proceeds from the Continent westwards to Brittany and Great Britain and 
from Britain to Ireland and the Hebrides. But it is always stimulating to 
have facts presented from a new angle and on this account the present book 
may be welcomed. It should be added that it contains 60 maps, most of 
which illustrate the ranges of individual species in the British Isles. W.B.A. 
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