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COUNTY BIRD REPORTS. 

The London Bird Report, No. 16, 1951. } Both edited by G. E. Manser 
The London Bird Report, No. 17, 1952. J and N, J. P. Wadley. 

(Obtainable from H. A. Toombs, British Museum (Nat. Hist.), Cromwell 
Road, S.W.7). 2s. 6d. 

Bird Life in the Royal Parks. Report by the Committee on Bird Sanctuaries 
in the Royal Parks, England and Wales, 1951-52. H.M.S.O. 2s. 6d. 
ORNITHOLOGICALLY, as well as in other respects, the metropolis is becoming 
increasingly unwieldy and difficult to handle. Something like 350 observers 
now contribute notes to The London Bird Report, and duplication of initials 
has to be prevented by such strange devices as "JFld". This intensive cover
age by observers of varying competence creates such situations as the Editors 
describe for a small reservoir where an observer reported an unmistakable 
Red-throated Diver with slim outline, speckled back and upward slanting 
lower mandible. Subsequent observers, however, were impressed by the thick 
neck, plain back, darker than the head, and lack of upturn in the bill which 
clearly indicated a Black-throated. Finally an observer who claimed familiarity 
with both Red-throated and Great Northern described an undoubted Great 
Northern. There was no evidence of more than a single bird, and almost 
certainly two of the three identifications were mistakes about the same indi
vidual. The Editors do well to print this sobering account. 

Another complication is the rapid development of the area, outrunning the 
map-makers. Few people realise how many inland waters, often of consider
able area are being formed round London; the 1952 Great Crested Grebe 
Census of the London N.H.S. area involved visiting about 170 waters, no less 
than 89 of which were found to harbour this space-loving species, all within 
the 20-mile radius from St. Paul's. Six counties are involved, of which Kent 
and Essex now themselves possess strong ornithological societies collaborating 
over borderline problems, as also does the older-established Hertfordshire 
N.H.S. and the Royat Parks Sanctuaries Committee which (except for a brief 
list from Osborne, Isle of Wight) is wholly concerned with open spaces in 
Inner or Outer London, now including in its scope some L.C.C. parks such as 
Battersea, Holland Park and Hampstead Heath. Until recently an interesting 
but overlapping annual summary of "The birds of Inner London" used also to 
appear in British Birds, but this was brought to a close after the appearance of 
the important summary and review by S. Cramp and W. G. Teagle of "The 
birds of Inner London, 1900-1950" (antea, vol. xlv, pp. 433-456). To complete 
the summary of L.N.H.S. ramifications reference should be made to the 
Society's share in the initiation and management of Dungeness Bird Observa
tory well outside its area. So far as work is concerned the preparation of the 
Society's major survey of The Birds of the London Area, igoo-50, is a big extra 
burden and we are glad to learn that well over half of it is now in draft. It 
is also worth noting that The London Bird Report does not, as the uninitiated 
might suppose, contain all the published results of L.N.H.S. work on orni
thology. For example, The London Naturalist, No. 32, for 1952, the Society's 
general annual publication, contains a detailed 26-page bird census paper by Dr. 
Geoffrey Beven entitled "Further observations on the bird population of an 
oakwood in Surrey (Eastern Wood, Bookham Common)", giving counts and 
much other valuable information for a 40-acre woodland forming part of the 
area of the Society's ambitious long-term survey of Bookham Common, which 
is one of the most thorough and comprehensive pieces of ecological study yet 
undertaken in this country. R. S. R. Fitter's "Subject Index of the Society's 
Journals, 1914-51" also gives many bird references and should be an invaluable 
guide. Although classified as local in character the Society's operations are 
comparable in scale and standard with those of a national organisation in one 
of the smaller advanced European countries. 

The London Bird Report for 1952 goes over to the B.O.U. Check-List order 
for scientific names and follows British Birds practice over English names. 
One hundred and ninety species were seen, against 185 the previous year, but 
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there were no outstanding rarities from a national standpoint. Mention should 
be made of: Gannet, in Kensington Gardens; Garganey, breeding in Surrey, 
and three seen on Serpentine; Ferruginous Duck, drake in Surrey and duck in 
Middlesex; Long-tailed Duck, wintering; Little Ringed Plover, fifteen pairs 
nested, and one tried to nest on Wimbledon Common; Woodcock, at least one 
pair bred (Surrey); Pectoral Sandpiper, one trapped and ringed at Epsom; 
Avocet, one at end of year; occasional Kittiwakes inland; Stock Dove colon
ising Inner London Parks as a breeder; Short-eared Owls wintering, Mitcham 
Common; Wryneck, four breeding records; Stonechat, four pairs bred; Black 
Redstart, maintained breeding strength; Marsh Warbler, a pair bred, Swans-
combe Marshes, Kent; Grey Wagtail, at least nine pairs bred, one in the City 
of London. R. C. Homes contributes an interesting paper on "The Duck 
Census in the London Area, 1951-53" showing total winter populations of 
about 4,400 Mallard, 600 Teal, 200 Wigeon, 2,500 Tufted Duck, 1,000 Pochard, 
150 Goosander and nearly 200 Smew, with of course wide fluctuations. There 
is a thorough and interesting "Report on the bird population of four gravel pits 
in the London Area, 1948 to 1951", by K. P. Keywood and W. D. Melluish. 

Brief mention must also be made here of the London Bird Report for 1951 
which has not previously been noticed in British Birds. In addition to brief 
papers on Black Redstarts and Great Crested Grebes in 1951 and on "The 
colour-varieties of feral pigeons" we note: Carrion Crow, at least 21 pairs 
bred or attempted to in Inner London; Starling Enquiry ended in 1952; a 
square-bracketed Serin at Dollis Oak which might have escaped from captivity; 
Woodlark, 27 pairs present in breeding season and at least 17 bred; Pied 
Flycatcher, a remarkable autumn passage, 15 being seen in Regent's Park on 
September 3rd; Aquatic Warbler at Perry Oaks; Black-eared Wheatear in 
Regent's Park (cf. antea, vol. xlvi, pp. 66-68); Hoopoe, three in Kent and 
Surrey suburbs; Ferruginous Duck, 2 drakes, Kent (cf. antea, vol. xliv, pp. 
352-354) and another, Surrey; Pectoral Sandpiper at Perry Oaks (cf. antea, 
vol. xlv, p. 294); and four inland Kittiwakes. 

The Report of the Ministry of Works Committee under Lord Hurcomb's 
chairmanship is no longer being published annually, which will be a source of 
regret to many, although the treatment of two years at a time has certain 
compensating advantages and the Committee have taken the opportunity to 
produce (in the B.O.U. Check-List order) a useful consolidated table of birds 
either breeding or believed to have bred or merely observed in the London Royal 
Parks during 1951-52, totalling nearly 130 species; of these Richmond Park 
alone accounted for over a hundred in both years. Although under increasing 
pressure of space the Report still has room to preserve a narrative form and to 
include a good deal of description and some anecdote, which makes it easier 
reading than the more telegraphic style of English inevitably adopted in most 
Reports, and in our reviews of them. A welcome innovation is the inclusion 
of some L.C.C. Open Spaces and the L.C.C. *s agreement to avail itself of the 
Committee's specialist advice. This advice, which is the Committee's primary 
function in relation to the Minister of Works must be tempered by recognition 
that parks exist primarily for human beings rather than for birds, but it has 
nevertheless a real value. E.M.N. 

Yorkshire Naturalists' Union, Ornithological Report for 1952 (including Spurn 
Bird Observatory). Edited by R. Chislett, Brookside, Masham, nr. Ripon, 
Yorks., from whom obtainable at 2s. 

APART from rather over two pages about Spurn Bird Observatory which has 
been discussed separately (antea, vol. xlvi, pp. 427-428), this well-edited Report 
consists of a couple of pages of introductory matter and about twenty-one of 
classified species notes in small type, limited fairly strictly to status and distribu
tion and to migrations and arranged and numbered following The Handbook 
order. It seems unnecessary in this case to mention again the several impor
tant Yorkshire rarities such as White-billed Diver and Pallid Harrier which 
have already been included in Mr. Chislett's Yorkshire Birds (reviewed, antea, 
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vol. xlvi, p. 266), and have in several cases been the subject of special notes in 
British Birds. 

The extent to which egg-taking and persecution by keepers still distorts and 
stunts the Yorkshire avifauna is illustrated by the surprisingly small and pre
carious populations of Ravens, Peregrines and Buzzards in this highly suitable 
county for them. Ravens can breed only on the north-western fringe, and two 
out of three pairs lost their eggs in 1952 while the third lost three out of five 
young. Both pairs of Peregrines lost all their eggs in 1952 and the only crumb 
of comfort which the Report can give is that in 1951 one pair are now known 
to have reared three young at a second attempt. Of two breeding pairs of 
Buzzards reported, one was robbed but the other reared four young. The 
prolonged and deadly persecution of these three species in Yorkshire and the 
fact that none breed regularly except near the Westmorland border strongly 
suggests that Yorkshire would have lost all three of them but for frequent 
replacements from areas where protection is more effective. It is to be hoped 
that this unhappy situation can be remedied before long. Meanwhile, such a 
county as Dorset, less than one-sixth the size of Yorkshire and with far fewer 
unpopulated uplands, supports two or three times as many of the larger birds 
of prey. 

It is interesting to note that the Bempton "gannetry" had its most successful 
year, three pairs of Gannets having reared young, and that the Garganey bred 
in three localities. No doubt the editor has good grounds for accepting as 
correct the identification of "A very large Shearwater with dark wings and 
back and white underparts" at Spurn on August 16th as a Great Shearwater, 
but the published details are tantalisingly vague and seem only too likely to 
encourage those who are prone to treat the identification of shearwaters off
shore more as a new kind of guessing game than as a serious problem of 
securing proof. The date being so early accentuates the importance of clear 
supporting data. The only other criticism which seems called for here is that 
the remark on two flocks of Woodpigeons being seen coming in from the sea at 
Spurn on October 28th being "interesting in view of some recently expressed 
doubts concerning migration by this species" seems to miss the point. The 
question is whether the occasional flocks of Woodpigeons which cross our coasts 
can be shown to have come from the Continent, or whether they were on the 
way from some other part of Britain, and on that point such observations are 
inconclusive. E.M.N. 

Ornithological Report for Northumberland and Durham for 1952- (From 
the Transactions of the Nat. Hist. Soc. of Northumberland, Durham and 
Newcastle upon Tyne, X, No. 3). Edited by G. W. Temperley, Restharrow, 
Stocksfield, Northumberland. 2s. 6d. 
THE first 8 pages of this Report are miscellaneous and there are 43 pages of 
Species Notes arranged in the new B.O.U. Check-List order (with rather less 
summary treatment than is now usual), based on records from over 150 
observers. There are brief notes on participation in eight national inquiries, 
apart from ringing, and on nesting-box experiments in Forestry Commission 
plantations in Co. Durham. Despite human disturbance and other difficulties 
the Gosforth Park Bird Sanctuary had a successful year with visits by a cock 
Golden Oriole, Black Terns and Bewick's Swans and breeding by three pairs 
of Long-eared Owls and three of Sparrow Hawks. We also note: Slavonian 
Grebe swallowing 9-10 inch fish; Bittern rising from bracken far from marsh
land during a pheasant shoot; White Stork in May, Northumberland; Green-
winged Teal in April, Northumberland; Garganey breeding in Durham; poor 
numbers of wintering Scaup, Pochard and Long-tailed Duck compared with 
usual, and only a single Smew; 532 Eider nests on Fames and 60-70 on 
Coquet Island; early breeding by Goosander in Coquetdale, Northumberland; 
68 Grey Lag Geese killed by two shots of a punt-gun out of a flock of 
c. 125 on Fenham Flats on February 24th—a feat on which comment would 
be superfluous; only three Brent Geese at Holy Island the whole winter of 
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1951-52; Buzzard's eggs robbed on Yorkshire side of Teesdale, apparently not 
recorded in Yorkshire Report, and stated to be first clutch in Teesdale for 
years; female Goshawk at Hamburgh, Northumberland, in May; Montagu's 
Harrier breeding successfully in Durham and first recorded breeding attempt 
in Northumberland this century; Black Grouse now almost extinct in Upper 
Coquetdale where once common; conspicuous increase of Corncrake, some 
proved breeding; Oystercatcher still extending inland nesting; Lapwing census 
on c, 50 acres showed c. 25 pairs attempted 41 nests, laying 150 eggs of which 
only 68 hatched, main losses being from Carrion Crows and Magpies, with 
some trodden on by farm animals; evidence of Northumberland-breeding 
Golden Plover beginning to winter locally; Terek Sandpiper in Durham (cf. 
antea. vol. xlvi, p. 188); Pomarine Skua off Northumberland; Kittiwake, 
1,351 nests at Marsden, Durham, with 200 birds non-breeding (estimated); 
Arctic Tern found dead below Cross Fell, far inland; two May Hoopoes; 
Shore Larks in some numbers in winter on coast; few Nuthatches seen, North
umberland, but several bred, Co. Durham; Treecreeper breeding in nesting-
boxes; January Northumberland records of Wheatear, Blackcap and probable 
Chiffchaff; Red-spotted Bluethroat and Lesser Grey Shrike (cf. antea, vol. 
xlvi, p. 220) caught and released; Arctic Warbler (cf. antea, vol. xlv, pp. 414-
415) on Holy Island and Yellow-browed Warbler near S. Shields; Pied Fly
catcher greatly increasing at Haltwhistle, Northumberland, but decreasing on 
Forestry nesting-box area, Co. Durham; Starling roosts estimated at over 
500,000 birds, Co. Durham, and c. 100,000 birds, Newcastle; Goldfinch appar
ently increasing, N. Northumberland, but Twite and Siskin infrequent; Cross
bill breeding; and first Northumberland Lapland Buntings for some years. 
A Crane is square-bracketed as a possible escape from Pippingford Park 
(SUSSJX, not Essex as stated) where some full-winged birds had been missed; 
one wonders why a reported White's Thrush avoided similar treatment as no 
description is printed nor does it appear that any really experienced observer 
saw the bird, but presumably the editor, who has evidently been critical and 
conscientious, has satisfactory reasons for acceptance? A record of shear
waters thought to be Sooty, and of another lighter bird are rightly treated with 
caution, but they at least confirm that there is something to be gained by 
thorough study of offshore shearwaters on this coast. E.M.N. 

Lancashire and Cheshire Fauna Committee: Twenty-ninth Report, Includes 
Report on Birds, 1943-49—by A. W. Boyd, Frandley House, nr. Northwich, 
Cheshire. 

THE Report on Birds, occupying 68 pages, has not previously been noticed 
here although of particular importance as it covers the years 1943-49; naturally 
enough greater detail is available for the post-war years. Altogether 9 species 
and 5 sub-species new to one or both of the counties are recorded; 5 (probably 
6) species bred for the first time so far as is known; notable increase has 
occurred in the range of Nuthatch, Goldfinch, Green and Lesser Spotted 'Wood
peckers, and birds such as Buzzard, Gadwall and Garganey have been more 
often recorded than in the past. We do not note suggestions of any decreases. 
Many of the more interesting records and rarities have already appeared in 
British Birds and these are not included in the extracts given below. 

A Golden Oriole in Lanes., May, 1949. Crossbills on several dates in Cheshire 
in 1943, 1947, 1948. Cirl Buntings in both counties. Breeding of Nuthatch is 
reported in Lanes, in 1945 and 1946, but this is at variance with The Birds of 
Lancashire where the recorder is stated to have been unable to locate a pair in 
1946. A Great Grey Shrike in Cheshire early in 1948. Waxwings in Cheshire 
early in 1948 and late in 1949. Black Redstarts in both counties in 1949. 
Cheshire Swifts on April 10th, 1949, and November 2nd, 1948, are earlier and 
later respectively than many of the dates given in The Handbook. Buzzard 
may be seeking to re-establish itself in one locality. Marsh Harriers in Lanes, 
and Ches. Ospreys in both counties, and several Hen Harriers. Details are 
given of the strength of the various heronries in each year. Bewick's Swans 
occurred in Cheshire in most winters. The headquarters of the White-fronted 
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Goose in the area is the Mersey estuary, with a maximum of at least 4,000; the 
report includes an article on the geese of the Mersey. Barnacle Goose inland 
in Cheshire in 1947 on several occasions, including the suspiciously early date 
of September 21st. A pair of Ruddy Sheld Duck seen near Sandbach in 
August, 1947. The Red-crested Pochard at Rostherne (vide antea, vol. xliii, 
p. 20) occurred in February, 1948 (not 1949). Long-tailed Ducks reported on 
two dates both in Lanes, and Cheshire. Leach's Petrel in both counties. 
Results of a census, perhaps complete, of Great Crested Grebes in the breeding 
season, are listed for each of the four years 1946-49. Red-necked Grebes in 
Lanes, and Cheshire in 1947 and in Cheshire in 1948. Black-throated Diver in 
Lanes, in 1943. Black-tailed Godwits are seen annually, sometimes in fair 
numbers (maximum 50 in April). There has been an increase in nesting pairs 
of Curlew in the Cheshire plain. Whimbrel on November 24th, in addition to 
normal passage dates. Red-necked Phalarope- in Lanes, in June in two years. 
Some winter records of Common Sandpiper in both counties. Wood Sand
piper seen almost annually at Sinderland, Cheshire. The first record of a Little 
Ringed Plover in Lanes., at Astley on May 9th, is not accepted in The Birds of 
Lancashire; the year is not given but should be 1946. A Kentish Plover in 
Lanes, in August, 1947. Numerous records of Black Terns from both counties 
in spring and autumn migrations of 1946 and 1948. Inland records of Sandwich 
Tern in Lanes. (October 30th) and Cheshire. Little Gulls in both counties. 
Some details of breeding of Black-headed Gulls, including new sites. Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls formed a large gullery of several hundred pairs in N.E. 
Lanes. Several reports from both counties of Corncrakes breeding. P.A.D.H. 

The Essex Bird Watching and Preservation Society Report for 1952. Records 
to G. A. Pyman, 32 Hayes Close, Chelmsford. 3s. 
THIS well-edited Report contains nearly thirty pages of county records classified 
under species according to the B.O.U. Check-List order. In addition there are 
lists of members and of observers and special notes on wildfowl counts, migra
tion, ringing recoveries affecting Essex and the birds of an area in central 
Chelmsford. A reproduction of G. K. Yeates' photograph of a Gull-billed Tern 
incubating forms the frontispiece; it is one previously reproduced in British 
Birds (antea, vol. xlv, plate 77). It is noted that occasional use has been made 
of the results of the British Trust for Ornithology's 1952 Survey of the status 
of 30 selected species in units of 25 sq. km., 11 such units having been 
worked in the Society's area. For the first time over 100 observers sent in 
observations, the most remarkable being that at least 10 pairs of Stone Curlews 
nested in two localities in the north-west of the county, that several pairs have 
nested there for at least twenty years and that both Glegg's The Birds of Essex 
and The Handbook were probably wrongly informed in stating that they had 
ever ceased to do so. By contrast some of the twelve species covered by the 
Society's special three-year inquiry with the co-operation of the London Natural 
History Society yield surprisingly meagre totals of reported breeding strength. 
Among this group not a single breeding Woodcock was noted, only 9 or 10 
pairs of Snipe (several of which failed), only 18-19 pairs of Nightjars, and one 
pair of Stonechats (only the second record since 1949). 

The county's heronries, which have often given surprises, ran true to form, 
no fewer than six previously occupied sites being abandoned and the whole loss 
made up by the two-tree colony at Tollesburv which when counted had risen 
to! 23 nests in one tree and 9 in the other. A minimum of seven pairs of 
Garganey bred or probably bred, and about twice as many Shoveler; a gather
ing of 544 Shoveler at Abberton in October is claimed as exceptional for the 
British Isles. Red-crested Pochards, not free from doubt of being "escapes" 
also appeared at Abberton, and 3,870 Pochards were counted there the same day 
as the big total of Shovelers. A few Tufted Duck and Pochard nested, and 
outside the breeding season Eiders were seen in parties of up to fifteen, the 
theory being that these may be birds from the increasing colony in Holland. 
The largest count of Brent Geese was around 4,000 on March I5th-i6th. The 
River Stour flock of Mute Swans remained at about 500 throughout the year. 
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Comparative counts of Partridges and Red-legged Partridges showed that the 
latter equalled or outnumbered the former only near the coast in the area of 
the Blackwater and Crouch Estuaries; elsewhere the Partridge came out at 
3:2 or even 4 : 1 . A few Water Rails were recorded as breeding and, of 
26 pairs of Oystercatchers, n were proved to nest. Numbers of wintering 
Turnstones on the Dengie coast were estimated at a thousand or more, but 
numbers of godwits, especially Black-tailed, were surprisingly small. Winter 
gatherings of over 2,000 Knot, nearly 5,000 Redshank, and over 3,000 Dunlin 
are noted, while in the breeding season in several favoured coastal areas Red
shank greatly outnumber Lapwings and are noted on Mersea Island as increasing 
and breeding more frequently on cultivated fields. It is surprising that there 
should only be two Avocet occurrences despite the large breeding colony near
by at Havergate. Black-headed Gulleries increased, Horsey Island reaching 
c. 1,200 pairs, but they had little success, like the terneries of which the largest 
were c. 100 pairs of Common Terns on Horsey Island and over 70 pairs of 
Little Terns at Foulness. Kingfishers recovered their pre-1947 numbers, but no 
Wryneck's nests were recorded. Eight or more Hoopoes in April-June formed 
a record influx for the county. Woodlarks continued increasing. Wheatears 
could not be found breeding, but some two dozen pairs of Whinchats and a 
few Redstarts were located. There was only one record of Firecrest and one 
of Pied Flycatcher. The ringing of 333 Yellow Wagtails at Abberton was 
among several outstanding contributions to the ornithology of the county made 
by Major-General C. B. Wainwright. A Woodchat Shrike on June 5th is 
treated as the second satisfactory record for Essex. Seventeen pairs of Haw
finches were located in one area, but no Redpolls were traced breeding. A 
pair of Cirl Buntings represented the first satisfactory record since the Society's 
formation in 1949. Some details are given of occurrences of Black-bellied 
Dipper and Tawny Pipit and of breeding of Gull-billed Tern in earlier years, 
already recorded in British Birds. This review has been given extended space 
in order to bring out how vigorously and successfully the Society is gathering 
numerical data about the populations, breeding status and distributions of a 
number of the less abundant birds. Similar activity in all counties could 
considerably add to our knowledge of current trends. E.M.N. 

The Kent Bird Report, No. 1, 1952. Edited by E. H. Gillham, 99 Hillcrest 
Road, Orpington, Kent, from whom obtainable at 2s. 6d. 

W E warmly welcome the appearance of this much-needed Report, which is 
remarkably well edited and well produced considering the limited time and 
resources behind it. The two dozen pages of species notes are arranged and 
numbered in the new B.O.U. Check-List order subject to the changes in certain 
names adopted in British Birds. It is stated that as regards sight records of 
rare birds the Society's requirements will be no less than those laid down in 
our Editorial (antea, vol. xlv, pp. 1-2). Overlapping has been avoided by 
excluding that part of Kent which has long been covered by the London 
Natural History Society. The Report contains a map of the area, an account 
of the Dungeness Bird Observatory and its first year's work, and notes on the 
recently formed Kent Ornithological Society and a list of its members. It is 
to be hoped that the Society's fine start will win it the much increased support 
which it deserves. 

The more remarkable rarities, having already been recorded in British Birds, 
need not again be mentioned. Several Eiders, all except one female or 
immatures, were recorded, one as far south as Dungeness. One Buzzard was 
shot and another eight seen in November in one area, but breeding has not yet 
been proved in the county. Peregrines are noted as having had five occupied 
eyries along one section of the south-east coast. Quail occurred in several 
places in the breeding season. About twenty pairs of Oystercatchers tried to 
nest. A pair of Little Ringed Plovers stayed some time in N. Kent but breed
ing was not proved. At least seven pairs of Stone Curlews tried to breed 
near Dungeness, together with nearly twenty pairs of Common Gulls, one of 
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Lesser Black-backed and eighty-four of Herring Gulls, which last lost over 
500 eggs apparently through raiding by Carrion Crows. A considerable passage 
of Little Gulls was observed off Dungeness in autumn, as many as forty being 
counted in one hour on October 25th. Long-eared and Short-eared Owls both 
bred. Over a dozen Hoopoes were noted and a pair of Golden Orioles stayed 
in the Canterbury district. Reports from over thirty localities confirm that 
Kent continues to be a stronghold of the Wryneck, which bred in the area of 
Sevenoaks, Faversham, Ashford, Canterbury and Maidstone and probably 
around Gillingham, Whitstable and Hythe. It is to be hoped that the Society 
will lose no opportunity of fully elucidating the present status of this disturbingly 
reduced species. Eighty-two young Black Redstarts were produced in Dover 
alone, where a male ringed at Pett Level in Sussex as a fledgling in 1947 was 
trapped while breeding. Half-a-dozen Firecrests were trapped and ringed at 
Sandwich, and another at Dungeness. Three Shore Larks and three Lapland 
Buntings were recorded, two of the latter being trapped and ringed at Dunge
ness. Snow Buntings and Twites occurred in fair-sized parties. Interesting 
migratory movements were observed of Corvidae {including both Carrion and 
Hooded Crows), tits, and large numbers of Woodpigeons coming in from the 
sea near Hythe. High Halstow heronry had 113 occupied nests and Chilham 91. 
It would be helpful if the next Report could list those species resident or regu
larly occurring in the area which are omitted from the present one. E.M.N. 

Twenty-fifth Report of the Devon Bird-Watching and Preservation Society, 
1952. Records to F. R. Smith, Telford, Hill Barton Road, Exeter. 
THE Devon Society, with 455 members at the end of 1952, is one of the'oldest 
and most active of bird-watching organisations and it is interesting to note 
that its conditions of membership not merely require observance of the Bird 
Protection laws but forbid divulging to collectors anything likely to be detri
mental to the Society's objects. It is to be hoped that the need for such 
"security" restrictions in ornithology will not be permanent, but in recognising 
it the Society is only facing facts. We have previously referred to the unfor
tunate process of ornithological Balkanisation to which the county of Somerset 
is subjected, and we again note that W. Somerset west of the Wellington-
Watchet line is covered by the present report as a kind of Devon-occupied 
territory for purposes of species notes, although for other purposes (such as the 
useful county heronry census) it is omitted. Other special contributions are a 
survey of winter Black Redstarts in 1952-53 which yielded records of a probable 
minimum of 53 birds, of which 34 were earlier than mid-November and only 
10 in December-February. The small-scale Spotted Flycatcher enquiry also 
continues, and a pilot Swallow Census over about 9J sq. miles gave a rough 
average of 35 pairs per sq, mile. It is to be hoped that there will be a good 
response to the appeal to extend this study. The Society's Wembury Bird 
Sanctuary has been compulsorily acquired by the Admiralty, but birds will 
continue to be protected and access granted. The Society also administers 
Spreacombe for the R.S.P.B. An alphabetical index is included to assist those 
who get lost in the new Wetmore Order which has been adopted following the 
B.O.U. Check-List. An Index to the first twenty annual reports has been 
compiled and is obtainable for is.; the indexing of such reports will be welcomed 
by all who have to search the growing mass of literature. 

1952 was an outstanding year for Devon rarities among which the American 
Robin, White's Thrush, Red-rumped Swallow and Woodchat Shrike on Lundy 
and the White-rumped Sandpiper at Wembury Bird Sanctuary have been 
covered by notes in British Birds during 1953. We also note the following in 
the Report: Spoonbills and Avocets wintering on the Tamar and other 
estuaries; a Red-crested Pochard in two successive Januaries on Tamar Lake, 
thought not to be an "escape"; a male Ferruginous Duck correctly described 
from Tamar Lake; up to nine Eiders in winter off the Exe, and up to 150 
Red-breasted Mergansers; an immature Goshawk in December at Spreacombe; 
a Black Kite described from Newton Ferrers without square brackets, but 
wisely referred to>in the Foreword as a "probable"; a Kite over Totnes; Black 
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Grouse "fairly plentiful" in west Somerset and noted from several Dartmoor 
localities; Spotted Crake in April; a Moorhen compelled to drop a dying Gold-
crest from its bill; flocks of up to about 800 Lapwings, 70 Grey Plover, 
2-3,000 Golden Plover, 200-250 Turnstone, 100 Snipe, 3,000 Curlew, 60 Black-
tailed Godwit, 250 Bar-tailed Godwit, 500 Redshank, 23 Greenshank, 105 
Knot, 3,000 Dunlin and 39 Sanderling give indications of distribution of wader 
concentrations; Common Sandpipers wintering; 5 Grey Phalaropes together in 
autumn; Herring Gull nesting on a Budleigh Salterton chimney; several spring 
and autumn Little Gulls; Kittiwake, c. 40 pairs breeding both at Berry Head 
and Hope's Nose; Sandwich Tern arrived Exe Estuary, March 22nd; c. 40-50 
pairs Razorbills and c. 300 pairs Guillemots breeding on Berry Head; 6 spring 
Hoopoes; flocks of c, 50-60 Woodlarks; Golden Oriole, a nesting record in 1951 
is based on Dorset Report, the nest being actually in Devon; Chough on Lundy; 
Stonechat "much more widespread"; Redstart breeding almost to Cornwall; 
Marsh Warbler, pair with young in W. Somerset; Garden Warbler attacking 
privet hawk moth; Dartford Warbler in three localities; 4 Yellow-browed 
Warblers; Lesser Grey Shrike, 12 m. off Start; and two Ortolan Buntings. 

E.M.N. 
Cornwall Bird Watching and Preservation Society, 22nd Annual Report, 1952. 

Edited by B. H. Ryves, H. M. Quick and A. G. Parsons. 4s. 6d. Records 
to A. G. Parsons, Pare Vean, Redruth. 
THE Cornish Society celebrated its twenty-first birthday in 1952 when its total 
membership reached 546, a figure which in such a remote and relatively un-
populous county reflects great credit on Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Ryves and its other 
principal promoters. The British Birds coloured plate of Roger Tory Peterson's 
delightful and exact portrait of the Blue-cheeked Bee-eater is fittingly repro
duced as a frontispiece. 

Cornish extreme rarities are an odd assortment of American stragglers such 
as the Pectoral Sandpiper, which are almost in danger of becoming common
place, and lost wanderers from southern Europe such as Little Egrets mixed 
with such exciting and exceptional strays from south-east England as the 
Nightingale and Stone Curlew. Disregarding this last group, possibly the most 
interesting 1952 occurrence was a Scops Owl near Helston on September 16th, 
seen and listened to in daylight at 6.45 p.m. by R. G. Hadden whose interesting 
account of its appearance, actions and call is wisely reproduced in full. Equally 
vivid and satisfactory is a note by R. H. Blair and A. G. Parsons on a Little 
Bittern in April, but this standard contrasts with the sketchy note of a White 
Stork seen from the train by a contributor whose initials do not appear in the 
initial list, and the even more sketchy reference under "Mediterranean/N. 
Atlantic Shearwater" simply stating that "a single bird, followed shortly after 
by a party of 13, gave good views". It would have been interesting to read 
what these good views revealed, and space could readily have been saved by 
cutting at least one page out of the long-winded saga about an Osprey. The 
description of two supposed Kites at Mullion on some uncertain date in March-
April 1952 does not carry conviction. There is a better description of a 
bird accepted by the Editors as a Lesser Yellowlegs seen on September 14th on 
Par Beach by a single observer at close range. T. J. Willcocks, who can 
almost begin to claim familiarity with the species, records his third Pectoral 
Sandpiper on the Camel. A Woodchat Shrike and a Yellow-browed Warbler 
are satisfactorily described from Scilly, but two Red-headed Buntings from 
St. Agnes are subject to the usual suspicions as to their origin. A Little 
Egret is recorded from the Camel (cf. antea, vol. xlvi, p. 255). 

Other interesting items are that Roseate Terns on Scilly had an unsuccessful 
nesting season although three to five pairs were seen; a "fairly large colony" 
of Manx Shearwaters is reported on Bryher; Puffins are noted not to have 
decreased without any clue to the place or date; a Herring Gull nested for the 
second year in succession on a Porthleven chimney-stack; and a flock of 30 
Barnacle Geese and an isolated Dark-breasted Brent were noted in September. 
It is surprising in a report on Cornwall to find no mention of Chough, 
Montagu's Harrier or Quail. 
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The Handbook order and numbering are followed. In an article on Bodmin 
Moor it is suggested that Dunlin have ceased breeding in the area and 1933 is 
suggested as the last date when they did so. Other articles are somewhat 
outside the normal field of local reports. E.M.N. 


