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REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION. 

Unusual invasion of Lapland Buntings.—Both Fair Isle and Lundy Bird 
Observatories reported an unprecedented invasion of Lapland Buntings (Calcarius 
lapponicus) in early and mid-September, 1953. The first %vave reached a peak 
at Lundy with about 20 birds on September 5th, one or two only being at Fair 
Isle at that time, and the second wave appeared to have reached Fair Isle first 
(with a peak of 70 plus on 9th) and Lundy a day later (23 plus on 10th). 
These appeared to have left Lundy by 13th but were followed by a larger influx 
(33 plus) on 15th. Numbers were still at roughly peak-strength at Fair Isle 
in the third week of the month. Since then we have received a number of 
reports of this species in unusual numbers and in areas where it is not 
normally recorded. The Directors of the two Observatories, K. Williamson 
and P. Davis, will be analysing these and the migrations of previous years, 
and they would be glad to have any observations of this species from any part 
of the country, particularly in the last autumn and the present winter, when it 
seems the invasion must have been very widespread. They point out that the 
unusually large numbers in 1933 present an opportunity for learning something 
of the main wintering-area of this species, a subject on which practically no 
information is available. Records should be sent to Peter Davis, Lundy Bird 
Observatory, via Devonair Ltd., Braunton, N. Devon, and will be gratefully 
acknowledged. 

"Freak" nests in December.—We have received several reports, most of 
them as yet unconfirmed, of certain species, namely Blackbird (Turdus 
merula), Song Thrush (T. ericetorum), Robin (Erithacus rubecula), Dunnock 
(Prunella modularis) and Starling (Sturtius vulgaris), building nests and laying 
eggs towards the end of the mild spell which culminated in December. In one 
or two instances, eggs laid by Starlings were reported as hatching. Rooks 
(Corvus frugilegus) were also seen repairing their nests. It seems desirable to 
collect together as many of these records of "freak" nests as are sufficiently 
well authenticated, and we would be glad to receive full details of any cases 
known to our readers. It would also be useful to be sent cuttings of any 
reports that have appeared in the local press, so that we can try to follow 
them up. 


