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REVIEWS OF COUNTY BIRD REPORTS. 
Report on Somerset Birds, 1952: 39ft Report of the Ornithological Section of 

the Somersetshire Arch, and Nat. Hist. Soc. Obtainable from G. H. E. 
Young, Bank House, Martock, Somerset. 5s. 

Ornithological Notes, Bristol District, 1952. Edited by H. H. Davis and P. J. 
Chadwick from Stoke Farm, Patchway, Bristol. (Printed from Proc. Bristol 
Nat. Soc, vol. xxviii). 6d. 

Mid-Somerset Naturalists' Society: Second Report and Reference Book, 1952. 
Edited by D. H. Perrett, 19 Quantock Road, Bridgwater. 2s. 6d. 

FEW counties have so many overlapping ornithological publications as 
Somerset. The county as a whole is capably covered by the ornithological 
section of the Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society; in the west, 
Exmoor is also reported on in the Devon Report; in the centre the Mid-
Somerset Naturalist Society is now operating from Bridgwater; and the 
Bristol Naturalists' Society's area is partly in Gloucester, partly in Somerset, 
extending over a third of the Somerset coastline. Thus records from the 
Weston-super-Mare area and Cheddar Reservoir appear in 3 journals. This 
situation is a healthy sign of the interest in birds, and with bird-watching on 
the increase, societies in other parts of. the country may develop and publish 
their own local reports overlapping with existing publications. Where this 
happens, the closest possible cooperation and liaison should be fostered between 
the bodies covering the same area, to ensure that each report is as complete as 
possible, to avoid the unfortunate confusion which arises when one publication 
accepts a record and another rejects it, and to ensure that sufficient detail (e.g. 
of date, place and observer) is published to show which records are duplicated 
in print. 

We agree with the Mid-Somerset Report that natural phenomena are better 
rewarded twice or even thrice than not at all, and are glad to read that 
"exchange of information takes place between the various societies". This is 
a good start, but it is no substitute for careful editing. 

In the case of the Mid-Somerset Report, the records are listed under locality 
headings—Durleigh Reservoir, Steart, other areas—which makes it difficult 
to extract information about any particular species. Dates and localities are 
sometimes omitted, but numerous items are included (without supporting 
evidence) which do not appear in, and so presumably have proved unacceptable 
to, the county report. Examples are a pair of Garganey in December, Ferru
ginous Duck, 125 Black Terns, Fieldfares in mid-August, 30 Bewick's Swans. 
Another discrepency is a report of 33 Great Crested Grebes at Cheddar in 
November (the county report gives the date as February 17th). The publication 
of records which do not carry conviction is worse than useless; they are 
misleading in themselves and their presence casts doubt on the remaining 
records in the journal. 

An interesting report on s>°°° moulting Sheld Duck in Bridgwater Bay 
is spoilt by the date, apparently July or August, being indicated no more 
exactly than " a very calm evening". Whatever the present members want, 
there is no doubt that if the society survives for 25 years, the members at that 
future time will regret that the early reports are not more reliably and 
critically compiled. 

On the other hand the Report on Somerset Birds for 1952 is a carefully 
edited and vetted publication. It contains 30 pages of classified notes in the 
now generally accepted Wetmore order, an account of the autumn wreck of 
Leach's Petrel and a list of migrant dates. We note the following in 
particular:—Several Great Northern Divers and Black-necked Grebes. A 
Fulmar off Steep Holm in July. A Gannet corpse inland at Blagdon. A Shag 
at Cheddar reservoir on several dates. Counts of nests in a number of heronries, 
but it is not stated whether all known heronries were included. A Bittern 
seen and heard booming in April. Maximum counts of many species of 
duck at a number of reservoirs, estuaries, etc., are given; on December 3rd 
the total at Cheddar and Blagdon alone exceeded 5,000; 510 Pintail were 
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recorded at Durleigh reservoir on February 15th and 2,100 or more Pochard at 
Cheddar on November 30th. 3 White-fronted Geese of the Greenland form 
were identified at Steart on December 28th. A dozen Bewick's Swans in 
February. Buzzard has continued to extend its range. 2 broods of Quail. 
Several June records of Corncrake. A juvenile Little Ringed Plover at Durleigh 
reservoir on August 14th is the first Somerset record (antea, p. 199); convincing 
details are given. Golden Plover exceptionally numerous in autumn at Mine-
head, reaching 3,000 on November 10th. Black-tailed Godwits reached 
maximum of 30-40 in autumn. Common Sandpipers wintered at several 
localities in both seasons. Spotted Redshank on September 16th. Pectoral 
Sandpiper at Durleigh, September 4th. Avocet at Steart for a fortnight in 
October. Red-necked Phalarope in September, and several Grey Phalaropes 
later. Long-tailed Skua caught on November 1st. Great Black-backed Gulls 
inland at Cheddar. Details are gh'en of an immature Sabine's Gull at Steart, 
September 28th-October 5th (antea, vol. xlvi p. 189). Very early Black Tern 
on April 8th and a very late bird on October 26th. Alpine Swift November 2nd 
(antea, vol. xlvi, p. 218). 2 Hoopoes in spring. Some details of passage 
movements of Swallows, House Martins, Sand Martins. 120 Carrion Crows, 
Berrow Beach, February 24th. Long-tailed Tit and Stonechat considered fully 
recovered from severe winter of 1946T47, A mixed roost of 6,000 Fieldfares 
and Redwings. A very late Whinchat, October 27th. Blackcaps in 2 localities 
in January. Chiffchaff considered to be of Scandinavian race August 17th. 
Firecrest in December. 

Equally good is the Bristol Report whose Somerset notes agree with those in 
the County Report. The notes from the Gloucester part of the Bristol area 
include—: At New Grounds a Garganey on November 29th; largest counts were 
1,350 Wigeon on January 28th, 109 Pintail on January 29th, 156 Sheld Duck 
on March 10th, 3,900 White-fronted Geese on December 12th. White-fronts 
of the Greenland race were identified in January, November and December, 
two or three Lesser White-fronted Geese seen at both ends of the year, one 
Bean and one Barnacle Goose, 73 Pink-footed Geese on October 30th. Buzzards 
frequently seen at Dyrham January to late May, and others elsewhere, but 
no conclusive evidence of breeding. Hobby at Little Stoke May, June, July. 
Quail at Dyrham June, July and August. Three autumn Corncrakes. 60 Great 
Black-backed Gulls at New Grounds in November, and one Glaucous on 
February 12th. Herring Gull nested unsuccessfully on a disused jetty in 
Avonmouth Docks—the second Gloucestershire record. Hooded Crow in 
November. A Blue-headed Wagtail at New Grounds on April 12th. P.A.D.H. 

Cambridge Bird Club. Report for 1952. Edited by I. C. T. Nisbet and A. E. 
Vine. Obtainable from the latter at Station House, Haverhill, Suffolk. 4s. 

THIS carefully edited Report of 28 pages adopts the B.O.U. Check-List order 
but declines to follow either the Check-List or British Birds on English names, 
preferring to cling to The Handbook usage. As well as Cambridgeshire it 
covers "relevant" observations from S. Lincolnshire, W. Norfolk and 
W. Suffolk, with which overlapped areas we are glad to note that exchange 
arrangements have been made, although not yet fully operative at the time 
of this Report. Other editorial problems are mentioned. Among special 
features are a summary of the Stone Curlew survey showing that probably 
over 70 pairs bred in Cambridgeshire; notes on wader resting-places at high 
tide on the Wash, one of which is used by tens of thousands of birds including 
up to 30,000 Knots and 5,000 Curlew; a full wader table for Cambridge Sewage 
Farm; a summary of 1952 Heron population, and detailed Duck Tables for 
the main centres of concentration. Among many interesting species records 
we note: Great Northern Diver and Gannet caught alive inland; April Night 
Heron in Cambridgeshire; breeding Garganey outnumbering Teal in fens; 
Pintail bred and Tufted Duck and Pochard resumed breeding in Cambridge
shire; Barnacle Goose feeding with Pinkfeet; several Buzzards; an immature 
Goshawk; a 1940 record of a Greenland Falcon; 68 Kestrels counted in air at 
once at Nene Mouth, September; first Cambridgeshire breeding record for 
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Little Ringed Plover (cf. antea, p. 201); at least 13 Dotterel at one locality on 
.spring passage; Temminck's Stint in spring and summer; Pectoral Sandpiper 
in October; increased winter records inland of both black-backed gulls; roosting 
population of gulls exceeding 100,000; Long-eared and Short-eared Owls both 
bred; Nightjar decrease suspected; Golden Oriole and Bearded Tit in Breckland; 
Marsh Warbler bred S. Cambridgeshire; Richard's Pipit caught in shed in 
November, Cambridgeshire; Red-backed Shrike still locally frequent and at 
least 12 pairs Newmarket Heath area; Twite up to 750-1000 on Wash in winter. 
The record is impressive, both of birds seen and work done. E.M.N. 

The Norfolk Bird Report, No. 1, 1953. Edited by M. J. Seago, 33 Acacia Road, 
Thorpe, Norwich. Published by the Norfolk Naturalists' Trust in co-opera
tion with Norfolk and Norwich Naturalists' Society. 

IT seems odd to see the 1953 Report of such a veteran ornithological county as 
Norfolk bearing the number 1 on its cover, and this is in fact the successor 
of other annual publications although it takes a new and greatly improved 
form and reaches an altogether higher standard. It is sad that it should have 
to start with an obituary of the late B. B. Riviere, whose annual reports for 
British Birds until 1935 were its forerunner in covering the whole of Norfolk. 

In addition to some 35 pages of species notes in B.O.U. Check-List order 
there are interesting reports from Scolt Head, Blakeney, Cley, Hickling and 
Horsey Reserves, and from Scroby Sands which unfortunately were practically 
ruined as a breeding place by the storm of 31st January, only a handful of 
young terns being reared on them. The coastal Reserves suffered less, Scolt 
Head having 1,170 Common Tern nests and 56 Sandwich, while Blakeney had 
[,921 Common, 2 Arctic and 41 Sandwich. Roseates were present at both, 
but bred at neither. At Cley, which was worse hit by the floods, only one 
young Bittern was reared and the Bearded Tits were temporarily wiped out, 
although they were present during summer at another north Norfolk marsh. At 
Hickling Bitterns and Bearded Tits did well and a welcome total of twelve 
young Marsh Harriers were reared to help to populate other areas, as well as 
4 young Montagu's Harriers near-by. At Horsey Marsh Harriers reared only 
two young, but Montagu's produced six. 

Among other species we note: Sooty Shearwater flying inland in August 
(antea, p. 169); Night Heron, adult, filmed, and watched by over 70 observers; 
Little Bittern in August; Little Egret in breeding plumage; White Stork in 
June; Shoveler apparently decreasing breeder in E. Norfolk; Gyrfalcon, two 
at Scolt Head/Blakeney; Ruff, up to 80 in one locality and 42 in another; 
Semj-palmated Sandpiper (antea, p. 131); Avocets in spring; Herring Gulls, 
1,600 on Wash at end May; Mediterranean Black-headed Gull (antea, vol. xlvi, 
pp. 216-8): Little Gulls in al! months August-February and also in June; Black-
headed Gull, over 2,000 breeding pairs counted or estimated; White-winged 
Black Tern, June; Short-eared Owl, no breeding records; 7 Hoopoes; no breeding 
Wrynecks; Golden Oriole in two localities; Raven at Blakeney; Hooded Crow, 
one stayed summer; Black-bellied Dipper (antea. p. 28); Stonechat, no definite 
breeding records; " a very poor year for Bluethroats"; Firecrest and Red-
breasted Flycatchers at Blakeney and Firecrest in Breck; unusual numbers of 
Great Grey Shrikes, but scarcity of Red-backed; two Cirl, up to 60 Lapland, 
and 700 Snow Buntings. A record of the East Coast Flamingo and others for 
White-billed Diver, Sabine's Gull and Tengmalm's Owl are wisely square-
bracketed, while a small Crake was either Baitlon's or Little but could not be 
precisely identified. 

The Trust, the Society, the Editor (Mr. Michael J. Seago) and the Records 
Committee are to be congratulated on adding to the number of county reports 
of first-rate standard, and we hope that the number of observations contributed 
will grow even more impressive in future years. Mr. Bagnall-Oakeley's 
photographs are excellent. E.M.N. 


