
REVIEWS 
T H E B I R D S O F T H E B R I T I S H ISLES . By D. A. BANNER-

MAN and G. E. LODGE. (Oliver and Boyd, Edinburgh, 1955). V O L . 
IV. 259 p a g e s ; 29 plates. 45s. 

T H E present volume is a worthy successor to the preceding ones, 
but again whets the appetite for those which are to come. It 
covers the swifts, nightjars, bee-eaters, Hoopoe, Roller, wood
peckers, cuckoos and owls, and contains essays on 31 species, 
all but one of which are illustrated in colour by Mr. Lodge's fine 
plates. The text is on the same generous lines as before and 
includes a 12-page account, with illustration, of the Black Wood
pecker. This species is retained in square brackets, but the pre
diction is made that the bird will soon gain a full place on the 
British List, arriving from Holland. The remarkable statement 
is made that Swans utilise the abandoned nest holes of the Black 
Woodpecker! 

Dr . Bannerman continues his excellent policy of obtaining first-
class help from observers who have worked outside this country 
on species little known here, among the most notable being Dr. 
Y. Hagen ' s observations on Eagle Owl, Snowy Owl, Tengmalm's 
Owl and Hawk Owl in Norway, details of which are not elsewhere 
available in English. The debt owed to Dr. H. M. S. Blair is 
very considerable, while some valuable notes on the Cuckoo and 
other species by Col. R. F . Meiklejohn have been included. Dr . 
Wetmore has written a large part of the accounts of American 
Nighthawk, Yellow-billed and Black-billed Cuckoos, but there is 
little information on N. American autumn distribution, migration 
habits or dates, or other points which could have a bearing on trans-
Atlantic passage. 

Under Blue-cheeked Bee-eater there appears the following state
m e n t : 

" The announcement by the Editor of British Birds (xlv, 1952, p. 227) that an 
example of Merops superciliosus had been identified in the Scilly Isles is apt 
to give the impression that the bird was an example of the typical race of 
the Blue-cheeked Bee-eater which is a native of Madagascar and whose 
range is south of the Equator. There is little doubt (if any) that the bird 
was an example of the Persian race. It would have been well if when 
the announcement occurred some qualifying note had been added to that 
effect." 

Most readers of The Birds of the British Isles will doubtless 
accept this as a fair comment without referring to the original 
account which appeared in British Birds. In that account, how
ever, which Dr . Bannerman must surely have read, the ranges of 
the various races of the Blue-cheeked Bee-eater were given, and 
it was stated " It seems probable that the bird which she saw 
belonged to the Middle Eastern r ace . " I t is difficult to understand 
why Dr. Bannerman chose to make his comment in such 
terms. P .A.D.H. 
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F I F T Y YEARS O F B I R D W A T C H I N G . By A. M. C. NICHOLL. 
(John Murray, London, 1955). 127 p a g e s ; 23 plates. 12s. 6d. 
M R . NICHOLL has brought together a number of pleasantly written 
but quite slight essays about birds, mainly in the west country. 
They are illustrated by his own photographs. He emphasizes the 
value of hides for intimate observation, but might have described 
in rather more detail what he saw from such close quarters. He 
has something interesting to say about the notes of Cuckoo and 
Chaffinch and among several good photographs is one of a Meadow 
Pipit helping to feed a Cuckoo in a White throat ' s nest. He 
describes an exciting adventure on a cliff. 

In one chapter he gives evidence of the great amount of 
destruction done by vermin to the eggs and broods of 200 nests 
that were kept under special observation, claiming that this far 
exceeds that done by human bird-nesters. This is, of course, true, 
but he must realize that these 200 nests, by reason of their having 
been searched for and discovered by man, were far more vulnerable 
than those that were untouched or not even approached. This 
must also apply to some work of the photographer, who, in order 
to photograph a bird satisfactorily at the nest, must at times move 
twigs or herbage and so expose it more readily to Magpie, crow 
or stoat that might otherwise have overlooked it. It was Lord 
Grey who suggested that birds might welt say : " However 
benevolent your intention, do not look for our nes t s . " And cer
tainly the keen and increasing body of bird watchers must learn 
to do their nesting with care and discretion. A . W . B . 

CORO-CORO—THE W O R L D O F T H E SCARLET IBIS. By 
PAUL A. ZAHL. (Hammond, Hammond & Co., London, 1955). 
214 pages ; 41 illustrations. 18s. 
T H O S E who have read Flamingo Hunt, in which Dr. Zahl described 
his search for the breeding grounds of the fast-disappear
ing Roseate Flamingo, will welcome his new book. The author 
is a biologist who writes with considerable charm. His latest 
observations, on the teeming wild life of Venezuela, make excellent 
reading. Aided by the National Geographic Society, Dr. Zahl 
undertook an arduous one-man expedition, at the .he ight of the 
rainy season, into the un-mapped llanos swamps among the upper 
tributaries of the Oronoco. Here, after many abortive journeys, 
first by dug-out canoe and eventually by light aeroplane, he 
finally located a breeding colony of 10,000 pairs of Scarlet Ibis 
(Guam rubra). Later, he succeeded in filming them at close 
quar te rs ; the species had' never previously been photographed 
at the nest. In the course of the expedition, he also photographed 
other interesting tropical species such as the Hoatzin, the Maguari 
Stork and the Boat-billed Night Heron. The author 's description 
of the return journey, in the course of which he and his native 
guide became lost in the maze of water-ways, is very vividly 
written. This well illustrated book combines ornithological interest 
with a fine adventure story. The scientific observations are written 
with integrity and the story with becoming modesty. G.R.M. 


	Reviews
	The Birds of the British Isles. By D. A. Bannerman
	Fifty Years of Bird Watching. By A. M. C. Nicholl
	Coro-Coro-the World of the Scarlet Ibis by Paul A. Zahl


