
LOCAL REPORT REVIEWS 

T H E K E N T B I R D R E P O R T , Nos. 2 (1953) and 3 (1954). 
Editor: E. H. Gillham, 99, Hillcrest Road, Orpington. Obtain
able from G. R. Shannon, Hon. Gen. Sec. Kent Ornithological 
Society, Selbourne, Cannongate Road, Hythe. 50 pages each. 
2s. 6d. each. 

T H E second and third numbers of this annual publication of the 
Kent Ornithological Society maintain the standard set by the 
first. Each contains about 30 pages of species records which are 
arranged in the order of the B.O.U. Check-List "subject to the 
changes decided upon by the Editors of British Birds and notified 
in that journal" . In each there is a report of the Dungeness Bird 
Observatory and one from an interesting private ringing station 
at Sandwich Bay. The area covered is stated to be the whole of 
Kent excluding the part covered by the London Natural History 
Society. Strangely enough, however, amongst the records given 
are several from the Royal Sovereign Lightship which is 8J miles 
south of Bexhill and the Sussex coast and over 20 miles from the 
nearest part of Kent. It is also to be noted that records of breed
ing Little Ringed Plovers are given for " just outside boundary 
with L .N .H .S . a rea" . It is stated that the Society's requirements 
for accepting sight records of rarities will be no less than the 
standard laid down in British Birds [antea, vol. xlv, pp. 1-2). 
No. 2 (1953). 

Over 200 observers contributed records to this Report. Among 
the more interesting items are the following. Six Black-throated 
Divers but only one Great Northern Diver. A Leach's Petrel and 
a Storm Petrel, both caught at Dungeness Lighthouse in 
December. Manx Shearwaters (5 records in all) in May, August 
and September. A Fulmar inland over East Mailing in October; 
a Night Heron which (though this is not mentioned) might well 
have been an "e scape" [antea, vol. xlvii, pp. 352-354). A Spoon
bill in May. Breeding numbers of surface-feeding ducks unusually 
low in many areas with few young raised owing to sea-floods 
early in the year. A breeding record of Tufted Ducks for 1952 ; 
several breeding pairs of Pochards. An additional Long-tailed 
Duck record for 1952 but none for 1953. A female Eider between 
13th June and 7th July. About 800 White-fronted Geese in the 
early part of the year and about 100 in December; two Bean 
Geese in February; a Barnacle Goose in February and March. 
Four Bewick's Swans in March. A Kite on 27th May, apparently 
the first county record for this century. An interesting roost of 

continued... 

362 



VOL. XLIX] LOCAL R E P O R T R E V I E W S 363 

Hen Harriers on Walland Marsh. An unsuccessful breeding 
at tempt by a pair of Montagu 's Harriers in 1952. An Osprey in 
May. Few records of Hobbies and only one suggesting breeding. 
An unusual number of Quail records with breeding established in 
at least two cases. About 30 breeding pairs of Oystercatchers, a 
species which is increasing in the county. Breeding of a pair of 
Little Ringed Plovers in the interior of the county. Single 
Kentish Plovers in E. Kent in January, May and November and 
two tliere in September. Four Dotterels in May and two or three 
in August. Over 1,000 Turnstones at Shellness in August, the 
largest total yet recorded for the county. A Great Snipe claimed 
for September and another for December. Two Lesser Yellow-
legs in April (see antea, vol. xlviii, p . 363). A Temminck's Stint 
in May, one in August and one claimed (without details) for the 
unusual date of 24th October. A Pectoral Sandpiper at Hacklinge 
on 6th August. Three Avocets in April and one in October. An 
immature Black-winged Stilt at Shellness on 15th September. 
Virtually no gulls or Common Terns breeding successfully in the 
R. S. P . B . Reserve a t Dungeness, owing, it is thought, to foxes 
(see antea, pp . 193-212); a single pair of Common Terns 
nesting in a meadow on Walland Marsh; single Roseate Terns 
at Dungeness in May and June. No breeding of Short-eared Owls 
recorded. A Bee-eater in May (see antea, vol. xlvii, pp. 84-85). 
Wrynecks recorded in about 50 localities and at least 15 pairs 
known to have bred. 

Two Shorelarks in December. Three Golden Orioles in May 
and one in July. A Jay of the nominate race killed in October. 
A pair of Song Thrushes and a pair of Blackbirds breeding in the 
mild December (cf. antea, vol. xlviii, pp. 120-126). One pair of 
Black Redstarts breeding at Margate and one at Ramsgate ; 9 
pairs breeding at Dover. A big drop in the Reed Warbler popula
tion in certain areas owing to the flooding. A Barred Warbler 
trapped at Sandwich Bay on 25th September. An unusual spring 
passage of Firecrests (cf. antea, vol. xlvii, p . 334). A Red-
breasted Flycatcher at Sandwich Bay on 3rd October. Two Wate r 
Pipits in March. A Waxwing in December. An immature Wood-
chat Shrike trapped at Dungeness on 23rd August. A Rose-
coloured Starling at Tunbridge Wells on n t h January. Crossbill 
immigration recorded mainly between Birchington and Dover and 
particularly 23rd June-ioth July, with few records for the end of 
the year. Two Cirl Buntings in January, one in September and 
one -in October, the only records for the past two years. Two 
or three Lapland Buntings for September, one for November and 
7 for December. In addition, interesting details of visible 
migration are given for a number of species. 

A Slavonian Grebe for 29th August is without a description 
and must therefore be considered doubtful as a Black-necked 
Grebe is much more likely at such an early date. Hen Harriers 
are mentioned as having been recorded up to 27th May and from 
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30th August. Such late spring and early autumn records need to 
be substantiated with evidence that there was no confusion with 
Montagu's Harriers. A Dark-breasted Barn Owl at Dungeness 
on 10th April is unacceptable without a description and the same 
applies to a Firecrest at Dover for the improbable date of 30th 
June. A Honey Buzzard claimed for 22nd August is described, 
but though some of the details given point to this species the 
evidence is not conclusive, e.g. it is stated that the "tai l appeared 
blackish and thought to be l ong" . Likewise the description of a 
Woodchat Shrike on 4th July "seen at 30-40 yards without field 
g lasses" , is not convincing. 
No. 3 (i954)-

Some 340 observers have contributed records to this number of 
the Report. There were eight records of Black-throated Divers 
but none of Great Northern Divers. A Leach's Petrel at 
Dungeness Lighthouse in November. Three Manx Shearwaters in 
September and a Balearic Shearwater seen at 30 yards range from 
the South Goodwin Lightship on 20th November. A Great Shear
water record for the Thames estuary for 16th August 1953. Two 
Cory's Shearwaters seen at 150 yards range off the Sheppey 
coast on 14th November are fully described and seem to have 
been correctly identified. Some information about the weather 
conditions on this remarkable occasion would have been of interest. 
Cormorants with the characters of the Southern race were 
obtained in September, November and December. Five heronries 
had 260 occupied nests. Three records of single Spoonbills. 
Recovery of N. Kent Mallard population after floods of the 
previous year, but breeding Shovelers still much below normal. 
Several summer records of Scaup. At least one pair of Tufted 
Ducks and nine pairs of Pochards bred. Two Long-tailed Ducks 
in November. A marked decrease in the number of Velvet Scoters 
off Dungeness in the previous three years. Eiders in all months of 
the year. .About 400 White-fronted Geese in the county at the 
beginning of the year but few present at its end. Six Barnacle 
Geese in the first two months of the year and nine in November. 
Several Whooper Swans, one as late as 27th April and two 
immatures as early as 31st October (a description should have 
accompanied this last record). An adult Goshawk in September 
and an immature in the same area in December. Marsh Harriers 
in all months except February and December. Probable breeding 
of a pair of Montagu 's Harriers . Two pairs of Quail proved to 
have bred and others recorded. Probably not more than 24 pairs 
of Oystercatchers breeding. Breeding stock of Ringed Plovers 
apparently declining and only about 20 pairs recorded. Single 
pairs of Little Ringed Plovers breeding in three localities. Kentish 
Plovers in March and1 April. Records of up to 5,000 Grey Plovers 
after the cold spell. A Dotterel in September and one in October. 
A Great Snipe is claimed for 24th April; no evidence is given 
(though it is stated that satisfactory details have been received), 
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and on the information available to us the record does not inspire 
confidence. Spotted Redshanks in all months except February 
and Greenshanks in all months except February and June. Up 
to about 20,000 Knots in winter. Two December records of Little 
Stints (see antea, p . 169). Two Temminck's Stints in September. 
A Pomarine Skua on 17th October and one on 24th December. 
A Long-tailed Skua at Cliffe on 14th September. The breeding 
gulls and Common Terns at the R .S .P .B . Reserve, Dungeness, 
fared as badly as in the previous year. An Iceland Gull in April 
and one in November. Black-headed Gulls breeding in N. Kent 
increased to over 1,000 pairs. Kittiwakes in all months except 
August. A Gull-billed Tern on 9th August. A Caspian Tern in 
May (see antea, vol. xlvii, pp . 403-404). A Common/Arctic Tern 
in December (see antea, p . 75). One or two Roseate Terns between 
May and August. A Little Auk in January. Eleven pairs of 
Wrynecks were proved to have bred and about 26 more probably 
did so. 

A Shorelark in November. A Golden Oriole was recorded in 
May and a 1949 record for 16th October is regarded as satisfactory 
by the Editor. A Hooded Crow on 28th June and two in August. 
First definite indication of the nesting of the Nuthatch in N. Kent 
in the form of an old nest. Two Ring Ouzels in early December 
(some evidence would not have been out of place here). A Black 
Wheatear in October (see antea, vol. xlviii, p . 132). Six to eight 
pairs of Whinchats bred. Eight pairs of Black Redstarts nested 
at Dover, but no other definite breeding records. A Bluethroat at 
Dungeness in August. Recovery of breeding Reed Warblers after 
the floods of the previous year. An Icterine Warbler trapped 
at Dungeness on September and. Two Chiffchaffs in December. 
No evidence of Wood Warblers nesting. A Yellow-browed 
Warbler at Sandwich Bay on 10th October. A Red-breasted 
Flycatcher at Dungeness on 24th October. Records of a 
Scandinavian Rock Pipit and of a W a t e r Pipit should have been 
accompanied by supporting evidence. Two Yellow Wagtai ls on 
21st March. Waxwings in January and February and again in 
December. A Woodchat Shrike on 24th June and one on 26th 
August. Several records of Crossbills in the first half of the year 
including one definite breeding record. It is recorded that two 
Chaffinches, two Bramblings and one House Sparrow which came 
on board a ship in the Bay of Biscay in November stayed there 
"even when the Kent coast was closely passed" , this being 
apparently considered sufficient justification for including them in 
the Kent Report. A pair of Cirl Buntings bred near Maidstone in 
1952 and 1953. An Ortolan Bunting at Dungeness on October 
3rd'. Several Lapland Buntings for both ends of the year. 

There is a special article on the very unusual numbers of Short-
eared Owls on the N . Kent marshes. At least 50 were present 
towards the end of the year and about nine pairs bred. D . D . H . 
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T H E SUSSEX B I R D R E P O R T , 1953 and 1954. Edi tors : 
G. des Forges and D . D . Harber. Obtainable from the former 
at Harefield, The Vale, Ovingdean, Brighton. 5s. each. 

T H E HASTINGS AND EAST SUSSEX N A T U R A L I S T 
(Journal of the Hastings Natural History Society). Vol. VI I I . 
Nos. 3 and 4, April 1954 and April 1955 (for 1953 and 1954). 
Editor: N . F . Ticehurst, Spots House, Smallhythe, Tenterden, 
Kent. 

W H I L E the 1953 Sussex Bird Report still follows The Handbook 
order the 1954 one adopts the order and numbering used in the 
B.O.U. Check-List, and, in general, follows British Birds practice 
regarding English names. The more notable of the classified 
records in both reports are dealt with below, together with notes 
from the Hastings N.H.S. Journal. 

Red-throated Divers wintered in numbers, at least 200 being 
seen off Newhaven on 15th February 1953, and about 300 off Pet t 
Level, November 1954 (Hastings). There were ca. 300 Great 
Crested Grebes off this coast in November 1953, about 1,000 
in January 1954 and 250 in November 1954. Five or six Red
necked Grebes were noted in the two years. A Leach's Petrel close 
inshore at Langney Point is stated to be the fourth Sussex 
September record. Two Manx Shearwaters at the same point in 
May 1953 make the first spring records for Sussex while a Balearic 
Shearwater seen there on 26th July 1953 >s apparently the first 
July record for Britain, and is well described. A Sooty Shear
water, also described, was seen there on 30th October. This 
intensive watching at Langney Point, and also at Portland, is 
greatly assisting to build up a more satisfactory picture of Channel 
shearwater movements. 

The 1934 Report raises the problem of subspecific identification 
of unusually white-headed Cormorants, and records without 
square brackets a Night Heron which the Editors recognize may 
have escaped from Edinburgh Zoo (see antea, vol. xlvii, p . 353). 
About 75 Velvet Scoters were seen off Langney Point on 30th 
November 1954, and about 15-20 Eiders were noted in both years. 
Red-breasted Merganser yielded a peak of ca. 130 in 1954 in 
Chichester Harbour, and both Goosander and Smew were also 
unusually numerous. The largest Brent Geese parties ranged 
between a dozen and fifty. A flock of 67 Grey Lag Geese was 
seen near Lewes in January 1953, and the largest gathering of 
White-fronted Geese in either year was about the same size. 
Buzzards nested in two areas, and Ospreys were observed on both 
spring and autumn migrations in both years. Four to six pairs 
of Peregrines bred on the cliffs; a Kite was seen at Seaford in 
May 1953. 

Oystercatchers had little breeding success in either year, but 
Little Ringed Plovers, although suffering losses and disturbance, 
did somewhat better. Temminck's Stints, Purple Sandpipers, 
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Grey Phalaropes and Avocets were seen in both years, about 25 
Avocets being recorded flying oft Hove in March 1954. A Lesser 
Yellowlegs was seen in September 1954 (antea, vol. xlviii, p . 364), 
a Pomarine Skua in October and an Ivory Gull in November 
(antea, vol. xlviii, pp. 546-547). Several Glaucous Gulls were 
present in October-December 1954, and also some Little Gulls, 
while in 1953 an Iceland Gull was seen in May and a Mediterranean 
Black-headed Gull in July. About 80-100 young' Common Terns 
were reared both years at Rye Harbour by about double that 
number of pairs. Roseate Terns were seen both years and two 
Gull-billed Terns at Rye Harbour on 30th May 1953. 

Nearly a dozen Hoopoes were observed in the two years, and in 
view of later events it is interesting that a Bee-eater should have 
been seen on 30th May 1953 passing Newhaven Harbour, only a 
few miles from the place where this species was to breed 
successfully in 1955. 

Bluethroats were seen in April 1953 and in September 1954, 
and a Dartford Warbler , a Richard's Pipit on 18th September 
1954 at the Crumbles (antea, vol. xlviii, p . 374), a Tawny Pipit 
at the same place the previous day, and Wate r Pipits in both 
years must also be noted. " V a r i a n t " Yellow Wagtai ls continued 
to be recorded. A Rose-coloured Starling was seen at Pagham on 
13th May 1954 and a Serin at Langney Point on 2nd November 
(antea, p . 154). Crossbill immigration was first observed on 12th 
July 1953, and birds continued to be seen for several months, the 
last being recorded in April 1954. Lapland Buntings were seen in 
December 1953 and January 1954. The Hasting Report also gives 
some notes suggesting immigration of Jays in September-October 
1954, and of Herring Gulls beginning to nest on roofs of buildings 
at St. Leonards (cf. antea, vol. xlviii, pp. 88-89). 

Although not within our strict scope here it is impossible to 
refrain from drawing attention to the most interesting "Preliminary 
survey of the wild land mammals of the Hastings distr ict" also 
contained in this number of the Hastings and East Sussex 
Naturalist (which for brevity has been referred to above as the 
Hastings Report). E .M.N. 

BIRDS IN H A M P S H I R E . 1953, and BIRDS, 1954 
(Hampshire). Edi tor : Edwin Cohen, Hazelhurst, Sway. From 
Proc. Hampshire Field Club and Archaeological Society, vol. xviii, 
part 3, and vol. xix, part 1, respectively. 

B I R D R E P O R T (Isle of Wight) for 1954. Editor: J. Stafford, 
24, Cypress Road, Newport, I . O . W . ROOK C E N S U S (Isle of 
Wight ) , 1954, by A. J. Henty. From Proc. Isle of Wight Natural 
History and Archaeological Society. 

EACH of these two issues of the Hampshire Report contains about 
16J pages of records in the order of the B.O.U. Check-List from 
about 50 observers. In that for 1954 there is also some account 



368 B R I T I S H B I R D S [VOL. XLIX 

of the effects of the cold spell early in the year upon birds in certain 
localities. At the end of the 1954 report appear the Check-List 
numbers of species recorded during the year but not otherwise 
mentioned. The report dealing with the Isle of Wigh t contains 
13 pages of records from about 40 observers. The Check-List 
order is followed here also and amongst the records are given the 
names of species which occurred during the year but about which 
there is nothing of interest to be said. Though there has obviously 
been collaboration between the editors of the two publications, 
it unfortunately does not appear to have been complete. A number 
of records in the Isle of Wigh t Report were apparently 
unknown to the Editor of the Hampshire Report. Thus the latter 
states that a female Hen Harrier on 13th November " i s the only 
one reported from the Is land" whereas the former gives also a 
record of a male on 9th November. Likewise a few records from 
the Isle of W i g h t are to be found only in the Hampshire Report. 
In the 1954 Hampshire Report it is stated that " i t has been 
decided to exclude the Isle of Wigh t in future as they now have a 
report of their own and duplication of records in ours would be a 
waste of t ime" . This decision cannot but be regarded as un
fortunate since it means that in order to obtain a picture of bird 
happenings within the county two reports will have to be consulted 
in future. 

Among the 1953 Hampshire records are the following. A 
Great Northern Diver in January and one in December, but no 
Black-throated Divers. Fulmars between April and June off the 
Isle of Wigh t . A Gadwall in November and December. Only 
two Scaup recorded. 90 Goldeneye in Langstone Harbour in 
January. Two pairs of Long-tailed Duck there as late as 5th April 
and two more birds at the end' of the year. An Eider in December. 
A Goosander as late as 21st April. 600-800 White-fronted Geese 
in the Ringwood area in January. A maximum of about 70 Brent 
Geese. A female Goshawk at Fordingbridge on 8th September 
with no evidence of jesses (and regrettably no description). No 
young raised by Montagu 's Harriers in any of the three areas 
where breeding occurred the previous year. An Osprey in June 
which was seen to catch a Swallow on the wing ; other Ospreys 
recorded including one for the late date of December (see antea, 
vol. xlviii, p . 454). Quail apparently common near Damerham. 
A Spotted Crake in October. A pair of Little Ringed Plovers 
present in May in an area where breeding took place the previous 
year, but apparently no eggs laid; two Kentish Plovers in August. 
A Lesser Yellowlegs on 28th September and 2nd October (see 
antea, vol. xlviii, p . 364), the first record for the county. A Little 
Stint in December; an Avocet in November; a Grey Phalarope in 
September. An Arctic Skua in October and a Great Skua on 
various occasions in September. Two pairs of Great Black-backed 
Gulls nesting on the Needles. About 40 Lesser Black-backed 
Gulls between Cowes and Southampton on 22nd December. A 
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Glaucous Gull in October. A pair of Hoopoes breeding successfully 
in the north of the county. Only one (May) record of a Wryneck. 
Sand Martins apparently no longer breeding in the Isle of Wight . 
Hooded Crows in January, March and November. A Jackdaw of 
the Scandinavian race found shot in February. A pair of Tree-
creepers building on 25th March. A Dipper in June. A Redwing 
of the Iceland race found dead in November. A Sedge Warbler 
on the very late date of 18th October. Firecrests in January, 
March and April, four in all (cf. antea, vol. xlvii, 324-325). A 
pair of Grey Wagta i l s raised three broods. The male of a breed
ing pair of Yellow Wagtai ls described as " a variant of the Sykes 
type" , details being given. The first county breeding record of 
a pair of Siskins (antea, vol. xlvii, 209). Two pairs of Crossbills 
proved to breed and an apparent increase in numbers from July 
due no doubt to the " i r rup t ion" of that year. A Lapland Bunting 
in December (cf. antea, pp. 6-25). 

The following records must be considered doubtful: two Red
necked Grebes on 20th December, the description being quite 
inadequate; a female Little Bittern on 9th August, from one 
observer without any description; two Red-breasted Flycatchers 
in September, no description being given although it is stated 
that one is available; W a t e r Pipits in March and November with
out descriptions. A record of two Black Terns at Thorney Island 
on 14th March, which is quoted from the Winchester College 
N. H. S. Report, is surely based upon an error in identification 
if it is not due to a misprint. In any case Thorney Island is in 
Sussex. 

In 1954 Black-throated Divers (four in all) occurred in Hamp
shire in January, February, April and December. About 12 Great 
Northern Divers were recorded, one of them being found dead in 
the New Forest after a storm in December. Three Red-necked 
Grebes occurred in January and February and records are also 
given of up to five in Osborne Bay at both ends of the year, but 
we understand from the Editor that these are included in error and' 
that an erratum will be published in the 1955 Report. A Slavonian 
Grebe in full summer plumage at Yarmouth from 29th to 31st July 
was remarkably early for southern England. A Storm Petrel 
was seen in November and one found dead in August. A Manx 
Shearwater on 1st April. Up to 13 Fulmars off the Isle of Wight 
between 5th April and 3rd July. A total of 114 occupied Herons' 
nests on the mainland plus four on the Isle of Wight . An adult 
male Little Bittern is stated to have been seen by three observers 
at Titchfield Haven on 13th and 14th June. No description is 
given but some confirmation is given by one being found dead on 
Farlington Marshes two months later. Four Spoonbills in August. 
Long-tailed Ducks in Langstone Harbour in January, November 
and December, never more than three at a time. Two Velvet 
Scoters. Two Eiders in January and one in December. About 
250 White-fronted Geese were recorded in the Ringwood area in 
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winter. The largest number of Brent Geese was 128 in Langstone 
Harbour in February; three of the Pale-breasted form were 
recorded. A flock of 22 Bewick's Swans in March. Buzzards 
were apparently spreading east as a breeding species. Details of 
a pair of Honey Buzzards are withheld for security reasons, but 
a description of the birds would have done no harm. A pair of 
Montagu 's Harriers successfully raised two young at a second 
attempt. An Osprey is stated to have been seen on the early date 
of 6th March and two together were recorded in May and one in 
September. Fewer Quails recorded this year. A Spotted Crake 
was found' dead in April and one was found alive in Portsmouth, 
but no date is given for this record. Spotted Redshanks in all 
months except June and December and Greenshanks in all months 
except June, November and December. A Lesser Yellowlegs in 
September (see antea, vol. xlviii, p . 364). Up to three Temminck's 
Stints in May. Five Ruffs in January. An Avocet shot in January, 
four seen in March and one in April. Two Grey Phalaropes in 
October. An Arctic Skua in May and an extraordinary record of 
a Great Skua found being tossed by cows on the Isle of Wigh t on 
1st October; it was slightly oiled. A Mediterranean Black-headed 
Gull, the first for the county, on 27th April (see antea, vol. xlviii, 
p . 130). 

A Black-eared Wheatear on 18th September (see antea, xlviii, 
p . 130) is the first for the county. A Firecrest in January. A 
pair of Pied Flycatchers feeding young in the New Forest. The 
variant male Yellow Wagta i l recorded the previous year, or one 
exactly like it, returned to breed in the Farlington Marshes. A 
Great Grey Shrike in March. 

A Goshawk on Farlington Marshes in August should have 
been accompanied by a description. A record of two Caspian 
Terns in April which is put in square brackets might very well 
have been omitted altogether. Two Swifts on the very early date of 
5th April have apparently been accepted without description at 
second hand from a non-ornithologist. A Sedge Warbler on 2nd 
October is incorrectly said to be "qui te exceptionally l a t e " . The 
description of an alleged W a t e r Pipit for 24th March does not 
exclude a Scandinavian Rock Pipit, no mention being made of 
white outer tail-feathers. A record of Little Buntings is considered 
"provisionally acceptable" by the Editor and published in square 
brackets though even the number is "no t stated and description 
still awaited". This record has since been submitted to British 
Birds and rejected. 

Records of general interest in the Isle of Wigh t Report not 
contained in the Hampshire Report include a probable Lesser 
Kestrel in January (details were submitted to British Birds, but 
the record was not acceptable) and a party of over 20 Waxwings 
at the end of November. The Census of the Isle of Wigh t 
Rookeries shows that in 1932 there were 4,209 nests in 72 
rookeries; in 1946, 5,244 nests in 117 rookeries; and in 1954, 
4,891 nests in 144 rookeries. D . D . H . 
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T H E B I R D S O F L E I C E S T E R S H I R E AND R U T L A N D . 
Report for 1953. Edi tors : F . A. Bak, R. A. O. Hickling and 
R. Eric Pochin. Obtainable from R. A. O. Hickling, 223, 
Swithland Lane, Rothley Plain. Price not stated. 

T H E B I R D S O F L E I C E S T E R S H I R E AND R U T L A N D . 
Report for 1954. Editor: R. A. O. Hickling. Obtainable from 
D. R. Coda, 44, Eastwood Road, Leicester. Price not stated. 

EACH of these annual Reports of the Leicestershire and Rutland 
Ornithological Society contains classified notes for the year. These 
are numbered in the order of the B.O.U. Check-List and all species 
which were recorded during the year are at least mentioned. How
ever, these notes comprise only a relatively small part of the 
contents of the Reports. In that for 1953 they fill only 8 out of 44 
pages and in the 1954 Report j \ out of 25. Each contains also a 
map of the area, an account of the Society's activities for the year, 
Wildfowl Counts, a count of Great Crested Grebes, counts of 
winter Coot, a Ringing Report together with lists of birds ringed 
elsewhere and recovered in the area and lists of birds ringed in the 
area and subsequently recovered, and tables of the arrival and 
departure dates of migrants . The following are the most interest
ing occurrences for 1953. A Red-throated Diver in February and 
March and two in November. Two Red-necked Grebes early in 
the year. A Storm Petrel picked up exhausted in October at 
Loughborough. A pair of Gadwall in December. Two or three 
Wigeon summering on Eye Brook Reservoir. 100-150 Pintail on 
the same reservoir in late December. Shovelers proved to breed 
in two localities and present in five others during the breeding-
season. A Scaup from 20th October to the end of the year and 
another with it on 28th December. Three pairs of Tufted Duck 
believed to have bred at Swithland Reservoir. A Velvet Scoter 
there on 5th December and a male Red-breasted Merganser at this 
same Reservoir on 15th February. Two White-fronted Geese at 
Eye Brook on 4th January. A Whooper Swan on 28th February. 
A Buzzard in August. A pair of Hobbies bred and raised two 
young in Leicestershire, this being the first breeding-record for 
many years. Many reports of Quail (cf. antea, pp. 161-166). A 
party of 15-20 Wate r Rails in December. An immature Little 
Ringed Plover in September. A Grey Plover on 5th April and one 
in the same locality on 19th and 21st May; a Turnstone on 30th 
August. Curlew now well established as a breeding species in 
W . and S.W. Leicestershire. No records of Wood Sandpipers for 
the first time for some years. A Spotted Redshank on 28th 
Augus t ; a Knot in September and two in October. A Pectoral 
Sandpiper at Eye Brook Reservoir on 1st August, this being the 
first record for the county. A Sanderling on 8th November. Two 
records of Glaucous Gulls (perhaps only one bird' being involved), 
the first for the county. An adult Sabine's Gull at Leicester on 
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17th November, the first for the county. A Kittiwake in August. 
A Little Tern in August and three in September; three Sandwich 
Terns in May. Two Wopdlarks in Bradgate Park in July. A 
Great Grey Shrike on 3rd April and a Woodchat Shrike on 6th 
June, the latter being the first record for Rutland. 

Descriptions are given of rarities and these are on the whole 
adequate though it is rather s t range that no mention is made of 
any white on the wing of the Sabine's Gull. W e are not told how 
many observers contributed records but a list of the members 
(over 200) of the Society is given. This Report also contains an 
account of Starling roosts in Leicester in winter and a list of birds 
that have been recorded over the years within the Leicester City 
boundaries. 

Among the records given in the 1954 Report are the following. 
A Red-throated Diver in September. A Bittern found in a 
moribund condition in February. A Spoonbill at Eye Brook 
Reservoir on 7th November, this being the second record for the 
county. Shoveler again breeding in two localities ; several winter 
records of Scaup; two pairs of Tufted Duck breeding; Golden-
eye reported on two reservoirs as late as 16th May; Red-breasted 
Mergansers, three in all, February, October and December. Three 
Pink-footed Geese on 19th November. Four Whoopers in 
December. Buzzards, five in all, in April, August and September ; 
a pair of Hobbies in the area where breeding took place the 
previous year but no nest found. Corncrakes heard on 9th June 
5th July and one seen in September. A Little Ringed Plover in 
August ; a Turnstone in May and seven in August ; a Spotted 
Redshank again recorded in August ; a Knot in February; a 
Temminck's Stint on 12th September; two Sanderlings in January. 
Several records of Little Terns in August and September; two 
Sandwich Terns in August. A Ring Ouzel on 1st May. Two 
records of Black Redstarts (though perhaps only one bird was 
involved). An immature Bluethroat seen at close range in a garden 
at Croft on 31st August is doubtless correct, but the description 
here is not altogether satisfactory. A Marsh Warbler trapped in 
a garden in Leicester on 13th August, the first for the county. 
A Great Grey Shrike in January and on 15th and 18th May. An 
adult Rose-coloured Starling on 17th September (full details are 
said to have been submitted and should have been published). A 
Snow Bunting in January and one in December. 

A list of those who have contributed records is given and 
contains only about 60 names, a rather small proportion of the 
total membership of the Society. Only eleven members are stated 
to be active ringers, but from 1st October 1953 to 30th December 
1954 they ringed 3,849 birds of 54 species. D . D . H . 




