
REVIEWS 
VOICES OF THE WILD. By ERIC SIMMS. (Putnam, London, 

1957). 230 pages j 18 photographs. 21s. 
"VOICES OF THE W I L D " is an interesting and enjoyable account 
of the bird and animal recording work which Eric Simms, with 
recording engineer Bob Wade, has carried out for the B.B.C. 
since 1951, when Ludwig Koch left the Corporation. In style, the 
book resembles a good one by a bird-photographer, but 
Eric Simms is more modest than are some photographers about 
the difficulties and frustrations which his work involves. The 
bird-song recorder does not need to be closeted for hours in a 
hide. On the other hand, he must habitually be up before the lark; 
he is even more at the mercy of the weather than is the 
photographer; and in a country as small as Britain extraneous 
noise is a continual hazard. But he has the great advantage 
that he can immediately play back and assess his results; he is 
saved the agony which photographers suffer before they reach the 
dark room. Indeed, he can play back in the field to the performers 
themselves and it would have been interesting to have been told 
more about the reactions of birds to their own voices. 
Unfortunately, however, Eric Simms is unable to interleave his 
recordings in the pages of his book and it is somewhat of an 
anomaly that he should have to describe bird calls phonetically— 
a baffling method at all times and especially so when such (surely) 
different sounds as the flight calls of the Bittern and the Sheld-
duck are described in exactly the same words, "ark . . . ark . . . 
ark" (00. 62 and 6i\. 

The chapters of "Voices of the Wild" each describe an 
expedition, or series of expeditions, to record a particular species 
or the bird or animal sounds of a particular habitat or country. 
Among the places visited are East Anglia, the Spey Valley, the 
Camargue and Spain. Badgers, Little Ringed Plovers and Stone 
Curlews each have a chapter to themselves, which describe, very 
modestly, the recording of almost the entire vocabulary of these 
species. The final chapter deals with the technique of nature 
recording; the only new development since the very full description 
given in these pages by Simms and Wade in 1953 (antea, vol. 
xlvi, pp. 200-210) is in the use of a light-weight radio-transmitter 
and receiver which has been found useful for recording from 
places, such as lighthouse balconies, where microphone cables 
would be impracticable. 

The primary purpose of the recordings is for use in broadcast
ing, but copies have been presented to the British Trust for 
Ornithology at Oxford and the Department of Zoology at 
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Cambridge, where they are available for serious s tudy; it is also 
intended to deposit copies at the British Institute for Recorded 
Sound. Anyone who has heard the recordings must regret that 
they are not on sale to the general public, as are the nature 
recordings of some other countries. E. R. PARRINDER 

W I L D A M E R I C A . By ROGER TORY PETERSON and 
JAMES FISHER. (Collins, London, 1956). 416 pages ; many 
illustrations. 30s. 
W H E N two highly qualified naturalists collaborate to produce a 
book, and when both are top-flight writers, one has a pleasurable 
expectation that they will present something out of the ordinary. 
Wild America fulfils this promise in ample measure. Its subject 
matter is of the highest technical excellence and the happy formula 
adopted, whereby the joint authors wrote alternate chapters, 
enhances rather than interrupts the flow of the narrative. It is 
always interesting to see one's own country through another's 
eyes. Roger Peterson's invitation to show James Fisher the wild
life of North America in the course of a 25,000 miles pilgrimage, 
from Newfoundland to Alaska and the Pribilof Islands by way of 
Florida and Mexico, was an ambitious venture which succeeded 
admirably. Peterson was, of course, revisiting country with which 
he was already largely familiar and 'he exhibited it with infectious 
delight. To James Fisher everything was new and his impressions 
are vividly written, with an expertly critical eye to Old World 
equivalents in fauna and geography., The fact that Peterson has 
t raveled extensively in Europe resulted !in many stimulating 
discussions on the similarities and differences between the bird life 
of the two continents. The increasing awareness among British 
ornithologists that one third of Europe's birds are conspecific with 
the North American, and' the frequent occurrence of American 
species in Britain, increase the appeal of this book. I t is the best 
introduction to American bird life, from the viewpoint of Europe, 
yet written and is an admirable companion to the film of the same 
name which has now been seen by millions in this country. 

Although the primary interest of both authors was ornithological, 
there is something for every naturalist in this book, whether his 
leaning is towards birds, beasts, insects, botany, marine life, 
geology, or ethnology, for all these subjects are embraced. The 
long itinerary covered a fully representative cross-section of the 
amazingly varied geography of the continent, with its great 
deserts, mountains, prairies, lakes, islands', reefs, tundra, forests 
and jungles. These and their dependent fauna are described with 
a refreshing absence of the horrible " t rave logue" technique which 
so often ruins works of this kind'. Indeed some of the more 
thoughtful passages would merit honourable mention in any 
anthology of natural history. 
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James Fisher embraced American ornithology with his customary 
enthusiasm and eye for detail. He proved a willing victim to the 
transatlantic cult of the "life-list". To such a degree that, for 
the first time in recorded history, an Englishman succeeded in 
breaking by a la rge .margin and holding for three weeks the 
national annual record^ by observing no fewer than 601 different 
species of American birds in the course of his journey. 

It was courageous of the authors of Wild America to resist the 
temptation to illustrate their book with photographs, more 
particularly as Peterson is a consummate artist wih his camera. 
The British public is familiar with his draughtsmanship in the 
illustrations of the Field Guide to the Birds of Europe, which, 
like their counterparts in the equivalent American guides, have 
set a new standard of accuracy in bird portraiture. In Wild 
America, freed of the shackles of exact portraiture which are 
necessarily required in works of identification, he has shown us 
his true sense of uninhibited artistry. The collection of scraper-
board illustrations of birds, mammals, reptiles, flowers and 
scenery sacrifice nothing of his customary accuracy of detail and 
posture, but are full of life and atmosphere. They add enormously 
to the value of this excellent book. G.M. 
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