
REVIEWS 
BRITAIN 'S N A T U R E R E S E R V E S . By E. M. NICHOLSON. 

(Country Life, London, 1957). 30s. 

T H I S BOOK is timely and valuable. Almost anybody with any 
interest in the subject at all knows that there are nature reserves 
dotted about the map of Great Britain, yet few of us can have any 
clear idea of just how many there are or for what reasons each 
one is especially important. The book covers 87 reserves, 45 of 
which are treated in some detail, whilst the remainder (consisting 
generally of the less-important areas) are included in summarized 
form. It is encouraging to note that about half of the areas 
mentioned are National Nature Reserves, although Mr. Nicholson 
is generous in acknowledging the efforts of a number of bodies 
without whose help some of these areas would have vanished 
before the Nature Conservancy came into being. 

Before dealing with the actual reserves Mr. Nicholson provides 
an introductory chapter which, without going into any great 
•detail, discusses the needs for reserves, the many interests which 
they must cover, the purposes for which they can be used and 
some of the problems which confront those responsible for their 
management. W e have mercifully progressed beyond the stage 
where a bird-sanctuary consisted of an area surrounded by barbed-
wire and left to languish as best it might. Yet there is still a 
tendency to regard a reed-bed or a heath as there for all eternity 
if somebody does not drain the one or plough up the other. W e 
still speak of too many crows, or Magpies or foxes often without 
the slightest scientific basis upon which to make such statements. 
Yet pending research it would seem ridiculous in most situations 
to tolerate such a ubiquitous egg-stealer as the crow in any 
numbers. 

One or two minor, but curious, errors have crept into this 
book and the author seems to fight shy of the term "National 
Nature Reserve", referring to almost all of them as "Na tu re 
Conservancy Reserves". Surely Havergate Island is a "National 
Nature Reserve"? And Grassholm is an R.S .P .B. Reserve 
administered on their behalf by the Wes t Wales Field Society. 

It is a pity that the publishers could not have served the 
author better. The price of the book is expensive, considering 
that it has less than 100 pages of reading matter, and although it 
is liberally illustrated with an excellent selection of photographs, 
it was surely unnecessary to put on them both page numbers and 
plate numbers, particularly as the former often appear on a part 
of the picture. Plates 55 and 56 are two examples of this 
abominable and unnecessary practice. P . E . B . 

T H E BIRDS O F T H E B R I T I S H ISLES. B y D . A.BANNERMAN. 
Illustrated by G. E, LODGE. {Oliver and Boyd, Edinburgh, 1956). 
Vol. V. 350 pages ; 34 colour plates. ,£3 3s. 
T H E FIFTH VOLUME is devoted to the birds of prey, and may prove 
to be the climax of this imposing work. Certainly, on looking 
back through the earlier volumes one realises that Mr. Lodge's 
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style is particularly well suited to hawks, and here we are treated 
in several instances to two or three illustrations of a single species. 
This volume has a total of 34 plates depicting 25 species. To 
match this Dr . Bannerman has expanded his accounts of the birds 
concerned, drawing heavily and with full acknowledgement from 
published material, and from the unpublished notes and knowledge 
of a team of supporters. The result is a fine book with much 
valuable information. 

It has a particular fascination for those interested in the study 
of these birds abroad, as inevitably most of the observations 
recorded have been made outside this country, and they portray 
enticingly (or recall vividly) many wonderful scenes which cannot 
be encountered here. It is surprising, however, with so much 
space devoted to foreign observations, that there is little reference 
to the hawk migration in south Sweden, to which considerable 
attention has been paid in recent years by Rudebeck and others. 
Their figures for Buzzard, Sparrowhawk and Honey Buzzard, 
amongst other species, are so much more impressive, up-to-date 
and thorough than anything which Dr. Bannerman quotes, that 
their omission throws his accounts rather out of balance on this 
aspect. Again, in connection with distribution and other features, 
the story is not always quite up-to-date or complete, but on the 
other hand information is often given which is not available else
where. Provided the reader, then, remembers that this work, in 
spite of its size, coverage and wealth of detail, is not exhaustive, 
he will find it indispensable and he will certainly wish to encourage 
Dr. Bannerman to complete his long but pleasure-giving task. 

P .A .D.H. 
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