
REVIEW 
BIRD STUDY IN A GARDEN. By E. A. R. ENNION. (Penguin 

Books, "Puffin Picture Books" , Harmondsworth, Middlesex, 
1958). 31 pages ; coloured and black-and-white illustrations by 
the author. 3s. 6d. 

Bird Study in a Garden has been written with the intent of 
encouraging- young bird-watchers to study the " common" birds 
around their homes: a purpose so laudable that one would wish to 
be able whole-heartedly to welcome any book which commends it. 
But many of the problems suggested seem to be difficult for 
children of less than Vl th Form age, for whom the book is 
avowedly intended: the solution of problems of ecological 
differentiation do call for a certain practice in the analysis or 
massing of data on reasonable bases—and usually for simple 
statistical testing as well. The explanation and discussion is 
(inevitably) much compressed: the statement that the "Law of 
Territory prevents birds of the same kind coming into 
competition" suggests that territorial practice is something 
imposed from without, and not simply an expression of 
competition in action. On many points of detail one may 
question the accuracy of the information given: a Song Thrush 
at work at an anvil is shown grasping the snail across several 
whorls in a widely-open bill, and the statement that the same 
species does not take "tree-fruit (except cherries) unless it has 
fallen to the g round" neglects the great quantities of growing 
yew-berries which are annually plucked by Song Thrushes. 

The method of recording described in detail is by the use of 
symbols and dates upon area maps and "profiles". Instruction is 
given in map-making, but not, unfortunately, in the measurement 
of the heights of trees, for which estimates are relied upon. 
The reviewer is compelled to admit that he finds the "garden 
profile" given, wherein an attempt seems to be made to combine 
a transverse section with an expression of the whole geography of 
the area, exceedingly hard to understand. A plain description of 
the essentials of an adequate entry in a note-book, with illustrations 
of tabular note-taking and simple graphical expression, might 
well be more valuable to the apprentice bird-watcher. P . H . T . H . 
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