
REVIEWS 
THE BIRDS OF THE BRITISH ISLES. By D. A. BANNERMAN. 

Illustrated by G. E. Lodge. (Oliver and Boyd, Edinburgh), Vol. 
V I (I957)= 32° pages; 26 colour plates. Vol. VII (1958): 256 
pages; 27 colour plates. ^ 3 3s. each. 

THE SIXTH VOLUME describes the storks, herons, Flamingo, swans, 
geese and shelducks—a total of 30 species. Volume seven covers 
the remainder of the Anatidae, with 32 accounts including Black 
Duck and Ring-necked Duck. The Baikal Teal is treated in square 
brackets, the author adding, " I feel that Anas formosa should 
not appear on the British List under the circumstances related 
above". The Mandarin Duck is not mentioned. 

In many of the plates Mr. Lodge achieved a gracefully spacious 
impression by allowing the birds themselves to cover only a 
relatively small portion of each picture. Some idea of a bird's 
surroundings and a suggestion of its habits are an often neglected 
part of ornithological illustration. 

Dr. Bannerman acts as much as editor as author and in prepar
ing the text has again drawn upon the experience of a very large 
group of experts specializing in the species concerned; among his 
more important contributors in these volumes are Prof, G. J. van 
Ordt on the Spoonbill and' Bewick's Swan in Holland, R. A. H. 
Coombes on geese and Shelduek, Dr. H. M. S. Blair on a number 
of ducks, and Lord William Percy on Steller's Eider. He welds 
the whole together with his wide personal knowledge, acquired 
from many overseas travels, particularly in Mediterranean and 
African areas. In addition to articles specially written for this 
work, much information has been gathered from an extensive 
circle of correspondents. We learn for example that it is 
practically certain that a pair of Little Bitterns succeeded in rear
ing a brood in southern England in 1947 and may have done since, 
a Whooper Swan nested about 1927 at 2,200 feet near Loch Ness, 
more than j,ooo Wigeon were killed by a single punt-gunner in 
1948, and Scaup bred in Scotland in 1956. 

For a more complete idea of the general treatment and lay-out 
the Pink-footed Goose may be considered—a bird which the 
author is firmly convinced" should be regarded as a full species and 
not as a race of the Bean Goose. The account runs to 16 pages: 
it starts with identification, then local distribution in Great Britain 
in winter, distribution abroad, habits in Britain, habits abroad and 
nesting. In this last section an account of Spitzbergen comes 
from the unpublished diaries of J. H. McNeile, for Greenland there 
is a resume from Salomonsen's Birds of Greenland, George Yeates 
contributes a special article on the classic breeding ground of the 
Pink-foot in Iceland, and there is an abbreviated account of the 
Wildfowl Trust expedition to central Iceland. 

Naturally enough it is from published literature that the bulk of 
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the material is skilfully drawn. I t results at times in a certain 
scattering of information and in some repetition, but it also often 
gives an admirable picture, surprising at times, of relative 
abundance in various parts of the overseas range of a number of 
species. Perhaps not least of the many charms of the book is its 
unexpectedness—one never really knows what one will find in it. 
It is a fascinating mine of information very well worth digging 
into. P .A.D.H. 

A B I R D W A T C H E R IN KENYA. By VERNON D. VAN 
SOMEREN. (Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh, 1958). 270 pages ; 32 
plates incorporating 38 photographs in monochrome. 30s. 

BIRDS IN KENYA have in the past been dealt with mainly by the 
gun and the systematist. There have been honourable exceptions, 
but little has been written for the non-specialist reader. This 
book, by a member of a family whose ornithological associations 
with Kenya are strong, does much to fill the gap between the 
standard works of reference and those books of more general and 
entertaining approach, of which British birds have encouraged 
many but the African avifauna few. 

The African canvas is broad, but Mr. van Someren has swung 
away from the traditional approach to nature in Kenya and 
breaks refreshingly new ground. To say that he treats most of 
the species mentioned in the book domestically is not to detract 
from the wealth of individual observations which the author has 
amassed. The result of this approach is an entertaining series of 
ornithological cameos figuring species as different as Jackson's 
Whydah and Crowned Crane. One doubts whether the author 
puts these forward as scientific studies of breeding behaviour, but 
the chapter on the Fiscal Shrike comes near to this and all succeed 
as pleasant journals of their subject's breeding habits and other 
behaviour. 

Wi th such a kaleidoscope of observations and this method of 
treatment, Mr. van Someren has written a book in detailed 
sections rather than as a composite whole. Thus it may remain 
hard for the British reader to grasp the proper context and 
incredible luxury of bird-watching in Kenya. The author, while 
expressly limiting himself on this point, forgets his text on several 
occasions and the hints he then lets fall are tantalizing. It would 
be unfair to criticize Mr. van Someren too strongly over this, for 
especially where he deals more generally with the birds of Mount 
Kenya and Lake Magadi he does succeed in conveying the thrill 
of the unfamiliar. The book is obviously not intended for "bird 
swallowers", but the reader must guard against expecting an 
ornithological feast. 

Bird-photography today is an exact science and a hard master. 
Mr. van Someren shows well the versatility of the miniature 
•camera, explaining why he prefers photography at the nest and 
pointing out the difficulties to those who would follow his example 
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in East Africa. One plate will attract special attention, that of 
Ibis Point on Lake Magadi : it stands out because what it conveys 
is as important as what it portrays. Kenya is a primitive and 
very exciting' land, and to watch birds there is to have many 
demands made on one's attention. Mr. van Someren has obviously 
exercised discipline in not being side-tracked by the better bird 
that is always in the next bush and is to be congratulated' on a 
book which lets us approach African birds more intimately than 
any other yet written. D . I . M . W . 

Forestry Commission Leaflets: No. 36—THE CROSSBILL, by 
BRUCE CAMPBELL (1955, 10 pages, gd . ) ; No. 37—THE CAPER
CAILZIE, by C. E. PALMER (1956, 10 pages, gd . ) ; No. 41—THE 
C R E S T E D T I T , by BRUCE CAMPBELL (1958, 12 pages, is . ) . 
Published by Her Majesty's Stationery Office, London. 

T H E S E ATTRACTIVELY PRODUCED glossy leaflets, each illustrated 
with between five and eight first-rate photographs by well-known 
personalities, conform to the high standard set by the Forestry 
Commission for its publications. They form part of a series 
dealing mainly with the diseases and pests of British woodland— 
"Income Tax and Death Dut ies" is appropriately one of the 
others—and' the treatment is scrupulously fair. 

Of the Crossbill it is stated that, although its primary food is 
coniferous seed, the bird is insufficiently numerous to cause the 
slightest alarm to foresters. The biological problems posed by 
irruptions from Europe are mentioned. 

The Capercaillie—D. G. Andrew has shown (antea, p . 191) how 
the spurious " z " spelling arose—is in a different category, as it 
is sometimes undoubtedly harmful. Where there is a heavy 
concentration of birds in young coniferous stands, considerable 
damage is caused to leading buds, resulting at the least in a 
serious loss of annual growth. Under conditions such as this, 
control by shooting may be necessary. Nevertheless, "provided 
it does not become unduly numerous in the younger plantations, 
this interesting and beautiful bird may be tolerated and even 
encouraged" . 

Dr . Bruce Campbell, who is a forester by training and an 
ornithologist by profession, summarizes concisely what is known 
of the Crested Tit and more especially the Scottish race. There 
is no suggestion that this delightful bird is in any sense a 
nuisance in the forest; indeed the leaflet has as its object simply 
to draw attention to an outstandingly interesting inhabitant of 
the Caledonian pinewoods about which much has still to be learnt. 
For instance, does the Scottish population, for so long cut off 
from its relatives, have the same habit as birds in Norway of 
storing pine seeds in autumn for winter use? W . J. EGGELING 
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