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Pirates and Predators: the Piratical and Predatory Habits of Birds. 
By R. Meinertzhagan, C.B.E., D.S.O. Oliver and Boyd, Edinburgh 
and London, 1959. 240 pages; 18 colour and 26 monochrome 
plates. 70s. 

Combining in his person the acknowledged status of both enfant 
terrible and elder statesman of British ornithology (in that order) 
Colonel Meinertzhagen shamelessly trades on the fact that he, like 
Sir Winston Churchill in a wider sphere, can now do no wrong or, 
alternatively, can get away with murder. We can therefore permit 
ourselves to enjoy at their face value such remarks as (to quote some 
of the more restrained): 

"The excuse is that objectionable word 'vermin'. Every conceivable form of 
wild life which might possibly disturb game is classed as vermin, whereas the 
most dangerous disturber of wild life and the greatest vermin of all is man himself." 

"It is not surprising that man is mentally and bodily diseased; what is surprising 
is that man has survived despite the medical profession." 

Passing on, then, to the more ornithological aspects of this book, 
several of the colour plates are pleasing examples of the work of the 
late G. E. Lodge, while the remainder in monochrome form an enter
prising blend of photographs and drawings which are on the whole 
very successful in illustrating the text. This is in four parts, the second 
and third dealing under species headings with such "amateur" pre
dators as crows, herons, cormorants and gulls and with the "profes
sionals" or diurnal and nocturnal birds of prey. The first part is 
generally concerned with such problems as food preferences, territories, 
and methods of attack and defence; the fourth, entitled "Autolycism", 
deals with ways in which birds make use of man and of other birds 
and animals. 

Covering so wide a range, Colonel Meinertzhagen very sensibly 
proceeds by jumps, making a series of points in his own inimitable 
style and illustrating them, often most cogently, by his own observa
tions or those of others. For example, in discussing territories and 
hunting beats he describes the summer and winter daily routine of a 
pair of Golden Eagles on Ben Wyvis: 

"With snow on the ground. . . they would hunt the summit of Wyvis for 
ptarmigan and hares in the early morning and in the afternoon would come lower 
down for grouse between 2 and 2.jo p.m. . . . This routine was regular and by 
posting myself at the proper place I could almost rely on seeing them." 

This book is a rich and fascinating quarry of authentic examples of 
behaviour relating to its general theme and deals with a large number of 
species in Britain and in many other countries. The author's world-
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wide and seventy-year-long experience, together with his great 
knowledge of the literature and the problems involved, have enabled 
him to make many additions, large and small, to the facts available. 
For example, he carries much farther into the past than has hitherto 
been known the story of the Starling roosts of inner London. Taken 
all round, this is an impressive work which no one else could have 
written, and certainly no one can read it without feeling stimulated to 
pursue some of the many topics which Colonel Meinertzhagen un
covers with such perennial zest. E . M . N . 

The Birds. By Oskar and Katharina Heinroth. Engl ish edition 
prepared by Michael Cullen. Faber, London, 1959. 175 pages; 
many text illustrations, some photographic. 18s. 

This book provides an excellent introduction to many aspects of 
the life and behaviour of birds, and will be valuable to the field 
observer who, having learnt to identify the species, feels the need for 
a better understanding of them. Its author, Oskar Heinroth, was 
one of the great ornithologists of the early decades of this century. 
He hand-reared many species, and his classic Die Vogel Mittekuropas, 
based largely on his own original observations, served as an inspira
tion to those who came after him. He was also for many years 
Curator of the Berlin Zoo, and the first German edition of the present 
volume was an attempt to bridge the gap between the rather naive 
views held by the Zoo visitors and the scientific knowledge which 
was then becoming available. Although first published in 1936, it 
was brought up to date after the war in collaboration with his wife 
and certain sections have been further revised by the English trans
lator, Dr. Michael Cullen. 

Most aspects of behaviour are discussed, maintenance activities 
as well as reproduction. There are also chapters on growth, moulting, 
coloration, navigation and a variety of other topics. The treatment 
in each case is that of an all-round ornithologist—behaviour is related 
to structure, physiology and ecology. Although more detailed and 
up-to-date treatises on many of the topics covered are now available, 
the book is written in an inspiring style and this English edition will 
enable many bird-spotters to increase their enjoyment by gaining a 
fuller understanding of the birds they see. R . A . H . 
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