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St. Kilda Summer. By Kenneth Williamson and J. Morton Boyd. 
Hutchinson, London, 1960. 224 p a g e s ; with photographs, 
drawings and maps. 25 s. 

For 27 years after its inhabitants had been evacuated at their own 
request, St. Kilda was visited only infrequently and for short periods 
by naturalists. Then in 1957 the R.A.F. landed a task force to estab
lish a radar station, and the authors, two experienced island en
thusiasts, went with it, on behalf of the Nature Conservancy and the 
National Trust for Scotland, to ensure that the operations caused no 
damage to the remarkable wild life of this magnificent group of islands. 
The ready co-operation of the Service authorities made their work 
far from onerous and allowed them time to carry out a number of 
valuable studies, many of which were more detailed and complete 
than anything that had previously been possible. 

The authors have also drawn on their work and experiences on 
shorter visits before and after the summer of 1957. Thus the careful 
survey of the entire coastline of the archipelago to count the Kittiwake 
and Guillemot colonies was actually carried out in 1959. The full 
details of that survey were recently published in this journal (Brit. 
Birds, 53: 252-264), but it is worth recalling that over 7,500 pairs of 
Kittiwakes and nearly 14,000 pairs of Guillemots were estimated. 

Yet these species form only part of the teeming sea-bird populations 
of St. Kilda. Both are outnumbered by the Fulmar, one of four 
species of petrel breeding abundantly there; by the Gannet, of which 
a provisional total of over 40,000 in 1959 on Boreray and its adjoining 
stacks constitutes easily the largest colony in the world; and, above all, 
by the Puffin, whose huge numbers no one has yet succeeded in 
counting. The Puffins there have so far escaped the menace of rats, 
the cause of such catastrophic decline at colonies in other parts of 
Britain, and rigorous precautions were taken during the operations to 
prevent the accidental introduction of these rodents. Gulls are, how
ever, increasing and may in time prove a serious danger to the Puffins. 

The Puffin colonies also provide the richest territories for the special 
St. Kilda subspecies of Wren, a dawn census of which gave a total of 
117 singing males on Hirta and an estimate of not less than 230 pairs 
for the whole archipelago. This is considerably more than previous 
surveys had suggested and this small bird, once protected by a special 
Act of Parliament, seems now to be in no danger. Another study was 
of the Snipe, whose population in 1957 appeared to be at a record level; 
it is suggested that the islands have been colonised in recent years by 
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the migratory Faeroe-Iceland form faeroensis, with its preference for a 
drier habitat. 

The authors were able to devote special attention to migration, add
ing 17 species in 1957 alone to the St. Kilda list, which now totals 157. 
They found, as they expected, that this group of islands, lying as it does 
to the west of the British mainland, misses the big falls of drift migrants 
which are a feature of Fair Isle and other places on the eastern side. 
There was a strong south-bound migration from Greenland and 
Iceland in autumn, but the return movement in spring was slight, 
suggesting the use of another route. Though they saw such rarities 
as Red-headed Bunting, Short-toed Lark, Grey-headed Wagtail and a 
Bean Goose which became tame enough to feed within a few yards of 
the bulldozers, it now seems clear that Eagle Clarke's exciting autumn 
visit in 1910, with its several uncommon vagrants from northern and 
eastern Europe, was quite exceptional. 

The authors did not confine their interests just to the birds of this 
island group. There are valuable chapters on the Soay sheep and the 
St. Kilda Field Mouse (another island subspecies, which has thrived 
since the evacuation and colonised the deserted village, once the head
quarters of the now extinct St. Kilda House Mouse), on the seals and 
sharks, and on some fascinating archaeological researches into the 
remains of the medieval village and the puzzling stone structures of 
Gleann Mor. Complete with a generous bibliography, this book 
provides a full and attractive guide to a unique island group. S.C. 

Identification for Ringers N o . 1: The Genera Locustella, Lus-
ciniola, Acrocephalus and Hippolais. By Kenneth Williamson. 
British Trust for Ornithology, Oxford, i960. 56 p a g e s ; four 
plates. 3s. fid. 

Since the war we have seen a humane revolution in the study of 
migrant birds, so that the Heligoland trap and now the mist-net have 
largely replaced the collector's gun. The capture of rare and difficult 
forms, until recently almost the prerogative of the observatory 
worker, is now within the province of every mist-netter. More and 
more ringers have undertaken the responsibility of accurately identify
ing, ageing and sexing the living bird. Field taxonomy has become 
a respectable pursuit. For these reasons there is a great need for aids 
to identification which sift the relevant information from the mass of 
detailed description in the reference-books, bring it up to date and 
present it concisely in a more accessible form. 

In Identification for Ringers No. 1, the Migration Research Officer 
of the B.T.O. has given us the first of a series of pocket guides which 
will go far to meet this demand. He has not only sifted the literature, 
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but has gone back to the museums and re-examined the basic material. 
He deals with four warbler genera—Locustella (grasshopper warblers), 
Lusciniola (Moustached), Acrocephalus (reed warblers) and Hippolais 
(Icterine and allies)—that are "fraught with potential headaches" for 
the field-worker, and he administers a palliative, if not a cure, for nearly 
all of them. 

The author recognises 26 species in these genera. For each of them, 
with their attendant races, we find a general plumage-description, 
often with a reference to the field-characters, followed by sections on 
ageing, colours of soft parts, measurements, weight (if available), 
wing-formula, moult (if known) and distribution. The text is well-
studded with cautions against the pitfalls that may beset us, and we 
are clearly informed of the aspects that require further study. The 
statements on moult are particularly valuable in view of its importance 
in ageing, and the author finds himself in disagreement with The 
Handbook over the timing of the complete post-nuptial change in such 
relatively common species as the Grasshopper, Sedge and Icterine. 
He stresses the great need for more field-work on moult (though 
doubtless some of the gaps could be effectively closed by the examina
tion of collections overseas). 

It is refreshing to meet a systematist who has parted company with 
the "ten measured" school, and shows a proper appreciation of 
statistical requirements. The samples taken, usually over thirty of 
each race, and often many more, are tabulated in an appendix prepared 
by Timothy Bagenal, with the mean, standard deviation, observed 
and theoretical ranges for each of the four basic measurements. 

The work is illustrated by four excellent photographs from Eric 
Hosking and C. C. Doncaster, and the cover attractively designed by 
Robert Gillmor. Every serious ringer needs a copy. P . D . 
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