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Atlas of European Birds. By K. H. Voous. Nelson, London, 
i960. 284 pages; 419 maps and 355 photographs. 70s. 
One of the post-war developments in ornithology has been the 
attention given to bird distribution. There has been a growing 
realisation of the value of maps, not only for a truer appreciation of the 
geographical ranges of birds, but also for a better understanding of 
relationships between species, of certain of their requirements and 
adaptations, of their spreads and, indeed, something of their histories. 
Now in this atlas (an English edition of Atlas van de Europese Vogels, 
published in Holland earlier in i960) we have for the first time a book 
devoted primarily to maps, a splendid production and the finest 
presentation of distribution maps that has yet been achieved. There 
are separate maps for each of the 419 species found breeding regularly 
in Europe, and these include birds with such restricted distribution 
west of the Urals as Sociable Plover, Pallas' Sea Eagle, Oriental Cuckoo, 
Black Lark and Rubythroat. 

An important feature, involving much research, is that breeding 
range throughout the world is shown for all the species covered. 
This is generally indicated by colouring red the land areas concerned, 
so that distribution in the main is very apparent, but in the cases of 
small islands or isolated colonies the red dots on the maps are some
times smaller than a pin-head; nevertheless, one can learn, for example, 
that Oystercatchers nest on the Juan Fernandez Islands off the coast 
of Chile. Drawn to a scale little smaller than that used in A Field 
Guide to the Birds of Britain and Europe, each map covers either the whole 
of the northern hemisphere at a size of 8f inches by 3 J inches or (if the 
bird's range penetrates the southern hemisphere) the whole world. 
I t is very instructive to see distribution portrayed thus in its global 
context. It shows, for example, how small are the total breeding 
areas of several of the typical Mediterranean warblers and how re
markably disrupted are the distributions of such species as the Twite, 
Azure-winged Magpie and Corsican Nuthatch. 

In the preparation of the English edition 138 maps were amended 
and the information is right up to date, showing the Collared Dove 
breeding in eastern England and Scotland and giving a text reference 
to the i960 nesting of the Osprey in Scotland. However, when poring 
over the maps, one notices some details which are incorrect. For 
example, the Arctic Skua is shown as nesting in Argyll, while the Great 
Skua is not marked anywhere on the Scottish mainland; the Hen 
Harrier is shown in substantial areas of England and also in parts 
of Wales, while Montagu's Harrier is illustrated as everywhere in 
England and Wales except the extreme north-west. The breeding 
areas in southern Spain of the Pintail and the Gadwall are omitted. 
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Perhaps the red area in south Norway on the Barnacle Goose map is 
unintentional. In Greece many species are denied the ranges given 
them by A. Lambert in The Ibis in 1957 (99: 43-68), and the Spur-
winged Plover is excluded from the book altogether. Back in this 
country, the Ring Ousel is shown as breeding in Norfolk and Kent, 
the Gull-billed Tern in Essex and the Short-eared Owl in Ireland, but 
no Redwing anywhere in Scotland, nor Bee-eater nor Black-winged 
Stilt in England. 

These and other examples suggest some inconsistency, but unfor
tunately the author does not say by what principles he has been guided 
in preparing the maps, nor whether sporadic breeding is intended to 
be included. It seems clear that British ornithologists were not 
closely consulted. However, the detail is often better than that in the 
Field Guide, and too much attention need not be paid to such small 
defects as there are; the finer points of distribution—which itself 
varies from year to year, especially near the limits of the range—are 
often so much a matter of local or individual knowledge that probably 
no two people working independently would produce identical maps. 

The maps refer to breeding areas only, and give no indication of 
range in winter or on passage. These aspects are touched on in the 
accompanying text which generally devotes some 300-400 words to 
each species. Requirements of habitat, food and nest site are given; 
the problems of closely related forms are discussed; details of past 
spread are often mentioned and origins considered; and in some cases 
the author looks into the future, as when he says that the Mediter
ranean Black-headed Gull is probably in the course of becoming 
completely extinct. The view-point is unusual and stimulating, 
and distribution is the focal point throughout. 

Not the least attractive part of this work are the photographs. 
There are 355 of these, illustrating the majority of the species dealt 
with. Many of them are from Continental sources and include 
species of which photographs are seldom seen in this country; they 
form an outstanding collection of some of the best work of Europe's 
best photographers. 

Dr. Voous is to be congratulated on having produced one of the 
more important ornithological books of recent years. 

P . A . D . H O L L O M 

Bird Photography as a Hobby. By Eric Hosking and Cyril 
Newberry. Stanley Paul, London, 1961. 95 pages ; 33 photo
graphs. 12s. 6d. 

The principles of the practice and techniques of bird photography are 
now generally understood, but with the constant advances made by the 
photographic industry, and the multiplicity of cameras and materials 
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available today, the beginner is understandably bewildered and in need 
of guidance. For this task none can be better qualified than the two 
experienced authors of the present book—which, in fact, brings up to 
date their earlier The Art of Bird Photography, published in 1944. 

At that time, high speed electronic flash was, at least in this country, 
in its infancy; colour materials were almost unobtainable; and the 
35 mm. camera had not made any very great impact on bird photo
graphy. Today electronic flash has passed the stage where it was used 
chiefly for the spectacular result and it is now incorporated as a valuable 
ally into straightforward bird photography (in this evolution nobody 
has played a bigger part than Mr. Hosking). The increased speed of 
modern colour-film has simplified many of the problems associated 
with its use when it first became readily available—the need for long 
exposures and often, as a consequence, very little depth of focus. 
Finally, the miniature camera has come into its own, not only because 
of improved equipment, but also because there has been a movement 
away from the studio portrait at the nest to photographs of birds 
going about their daily lives, in flight, etc. In one respect, however, 
time and all the modern advances have brought no change. Where the 
detailed portrait of a bird is required, there is still no equipment to 
beat the heavy, old-fashioned field-camera, such as was in use at the 
beginning of the century. As the authors rightly point out, a large 
original image on the negative is essential for this purpose. Through
out they again and again stress the golden rule for all successful bird 
photography, whether the apparatus be large or small—rigidity of 
camera. How often has a big outlay on cameras and equipment been 
negatived by regarding the tripod as of minor importance ? Tripods 
cannot be too sturdy for this work and it is to be hooed that all 
beginners, and older hands, will read, mark, learn and inwardly digest 
the authors' constant emphasis of this point. 

The photographs are utilitarian in that they illustrate points made 
in the text. They do this admirably, but the plate showing a Golden 
Eagle at its eyrie has been over-enlarged at the expense of definition. 

The title refers to bird photography as a hobby. Some today regard 
it with misgiving, owing to the disturbance which it causes at the nest. 
With very rare birds and inexperienced photographers there may be 
some justification for this attitude, but the fact remains that it is a 
most enthralling and healthy pastime—field sport, I would prefer to 
call it. It has all the excitement of the chase, yet takes no life; it 
calls for many excellent qualities; and its results give pleasure to 
others and encourage widespread interest in conservation and bird 
welfare. It is to be hoped that this book will lead many of the younger 
generation to take up its practice. Certainly they will have to look 
far for better advice. G . K . Y E A T E S 
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