
More examples of the best recent work by 

British bird-photographers 
(Plates 27-34) 

A YEAR A G O we published a first selection of the best contemporary 
work by British bird-photographers {Brit. Birds, 53: plates 25-32) and 
announced that such a selection was to be an annual event. The 
second in the series appears in this issue. In these selections we aim 
to show the results of as many photographers as possible. We want 
to encourage the newcomers and those whose photographs are seldom 
seen, as well as to illustrate some of the latest work of the acknow
ledged experts. Certain species are photographed far more frequently 
than others and, as we wish to avoid publishing plates of the same ones 
over and over again, the selection is to some extent biased towards 
birds which have received less attention. In addition, it must not be 
forgotten that a number of the best recent photographs, particularly 
of less common species, appear in this journal in the normal course of 
events. For example, one or more of the remarkable studies of the 
Nightjar (Caprimulgas europaeus) by John Markham and Ronald 
Thompson (Brit Birds, 54: plates 10-11, 13-14) would certainly have 
been selected if we had not already published them. 

By presenting this annual selection we aim to keep a permanent 
record of the finest bird photographs in one journal. However, we 
cannot make the series completely representative unless we are able 
to choose from all sources. The best work of the established photo
graphers is exhibited at the Autumn Nature Exhibition of the Royal 
Photographic Society and in this and other ways we see a good cross 
section, but we appeal to all photographers to send us any photographs 
which they think have a chance of inclusion and which are not likely 
to come to our attention otherwise. Prints should be about eight 
inches by six inches in size and preferably have a glossy finish; the 
address of the photographer should be clearly written on the back of 
each, with the name of the bird, the date on which it was taken and 
the county (or, if abroad, the country). E R I C H O S K I N G 
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P L A T E 2 7 . Tu r t l eDove (Streptopelia turtur), Suffolk, July i960 (John Markham) (page 200) 



P L A T E 2 8 . Above , Herr ing Gulls {Icarus argentatus), Cumberland, June i960 (B. Garth) 
Below, Great Crested Grebes (Podiceps cristatus), Norfolk, June i960 {Arthur Gilpin) 



P L A T E 29A 

Heron 
(Ardea cinerea) 

.Norfolk 
October 1959 
(G. des Forges) 

P L A T E 29B 

Fulmar 
{Fulmarus glacialis) 
Northumberland 
June i960 
{Dermis W. Hatton) 



P L A T E 30. Male Bearded Tit {Panurus biarmicus), Norfolk, May i960 {Harold R. Lowes) 



P L A T E 3 1. Above , juvenile Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus), Norfolk, August 
1959 (C. C. DoncasUr). Below, Curlews (Numenius arquata) and Oystercatchers {Haematopus 

ostralegus), Cheshire, September 1959 (Roger Warhurst) 



P L A T E 32A 

Common Sandpiper 
(Tringa hypoleucos) 
Sutherland 
June i960 
(D. A. P. Cooke) 

P L A T E 32B 

. Gull-billed Tern 
(Gelochelidon niloticd) 

Denmark 
June 1959 

{Guy B. Farrar) 



P L A T E 33. Whitethroat (Sylvia communis)^ Yorkshire, June 1959 (Morley Hedley) 



P L A T E 3 4 . Woodpigeons(Co/Wfezpalumbus), Cambridgeshire, August ig6o(R. K. Murtori) 
This photograph shows an interesting display which is mostly to be seen before the eggs 
are laid. In this case the male Woodpigeon (sitting) had been "nest call ing" on an empty 
nest when the female arrived and started preening his head and neck as shown. H e 
continued to give the nest call and the female also occasionally uttered a much lower 

version of it. This behaviour was followed by nest building 
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