
Review 
Birds in Camera. By Karoly Koffan. Barrie and Rockliff, 
London, i960. 210 pages; 166 photographs (10 in colour). 
27s. 6d. 
This is an English version of the book first published in Budapest, 
also in i960. Some of Mr. Koffan's work is already familiar to readers 
oi British Birds from his photographs of Rock Thrush, Ortolan Bunting, 
Scops Owl and Lesser Grey Shrike published in this journal over the 
past five years. These are among the twenty characteristic Hungarian 

birds illustrated in the book under review, which also includes such 
other (to British eyes) "exotics" as Black Redstart, Wryneck, Hoopoe, 
Roller, White-spotted Bluethroat and Penduline Tit. The text is 
complementary to the photographs and gives a most readable account 
of the difficulties encountered and how they were overcome. Mr. 
Koffan is, amongst other things, a painter, and one of the chief merits 
of his book is the care taken to explain not merely the mechanics of 
photography but also the effect which he is trying to achieve and the 
extent to which he thinks he has succeeded or failed. He is writing 
more particularly for the amateur bird-photographer and he expressly 
disclaims any intention of writing a scientific work, but one feels some 
regret that he does not make more mention of his own work on the 
identification by photography of food brought to the nest. 

The photographs vary widely in quality. Many are excellent, and 
some of the others justify their inclusion by serving as the subject of 
critical discussion in the text. But the book would have been improved 
by a rather more critical selection and by the inclusion of some habitat 
photographs, the lack of which is felt all the more strongly because the 
author is primarily concerned with obtaining portrait studies of the 
birds rather than showing them against their natural surroundings. 
More often than not the nest merely serves as an off-stage inducement 
to persuade the bird to pose on some predestined perch, with only the 
sky as a background. The resulting portraits are often very striking, 
but this approach does tend to lose something in plumage detail and 
in a series of such photographs the repeated absence of background 
becomes almost oppressive. What can be achieved by this technique 
is most clearly shown in the colour photographs (especially those of 
Roller, Rock Thrush and White-spotted Bluethroat) where the back
grounds, although largely featureless, make an active contribution to 
some quite superb photographs. 

This is a stimulating book, and in spite of the publishers' lurid 
promise of photographs "sometimes startling in their candour" it 
can be recommended as safe reading for junior as well as senior 
ornithologists. D . G . A N D R E W 
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