
Requests for information 
Specimens of dowitchers.—In connection with notes that we are proposing to 
publish in British Birds on the separation of the Short-billed and Long-billed 
Dowitchers (Limnodromus griseus and scolopaceus) (see page 184) and on past occur
rences of these two species in Great Britain and Ireland, I. C. T. Nisbet is anxious 
to trace the whereabouts of as many as possible of the specimens shot in the nine
teenth century (see The Handbook). They will probably be labelled "Red-breasted 
Snipe" and the scientific name may be either Limnodromus or Macrorhamphus griseus. 
Anybody who can help is asked to get in touch with Dr. Nisbet at Haslingfield 
Vicarage, Cambridge. 

Early breeding in 1961.—The unusually late breeding of some species in autumn 
1960 was followed by odd reports of nests in December and, with the continued 
mild weather, a possibly unprecedented number of birds seem to have started 
breeding in the first three months of 1961. The Turdidae were most involved, 
but reports have been received of several other species. To obtain as complete a 
picture as possible, H. Mayer-Gross (organiser of the B.T.O. Nest Record Scheme) 
would like to receive information on all early nests of any species. It is hoped in 
due course to publish an analysis comparable to those on the early breeding in the 
winter of 1953-54 and the spring of 1957 {Brit. Birds, 48: 120-126; 52: 74-83). 
Where possible, the following details should be given: locality, nest site, dates of 
laying, hatching and fledging, clutch and brood size, and the fate of the nest. 
Comparable data for previous seasons would also be welcome.' In addition, it 
would be useful to know what proportion of the population of any species nested 
early and to have an indication of the species which did not apparently start until 
the normal time. All records should be sent to Mr. Mayer-Gross at the British 
Trust for Ornithology, 2 King Edward Street, Oxford. 
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