
Reviews 
The Return of the Osprey. By Philip Brown and George 
Waterston. Collins, London, 1962. 223 pages; 19 monochrome 
photographs. 21s. (proceeds to R.S.P.B. funds). 
The title of this book does it less than justice, for the text covers much 
more than just the Osprey story. Additionally, it relates the main 
facts about the re-establishment of the Avocet and Black-tailed Godwit, 
and surveys the situation regarding certain other rarities such as the 
Bittern and Marsh Harrier. 

The book opens with a brief but highly relevant foreword by R. S. R. 
Fitter. Then follow two chapters on the Osprey: one on the bird's 
return by Philip Brown, the other on its natural history by George 
Waterston. These constitute the main body of the work. What is in 
effect a second section begins with two chapters on the Avocet, its 
re-establishment and behaviour, by Gwen Davies and Philip Brown 
respectively. Then comes a chapter on the Black-tailed Godwit by 
Peter Conder, and finally, for extra good measure, one by R. S. R. 
Fitter on the resurgence of some other rare British breeding birds. 

As indicated, the several species receive unequal treatment in terms 
of space, a fact which makes for a certain lack of balance in the whole. 
Perhaps that was unavoidable, and I hesitate to press it as a criticism. 
I must, however, unreservedly deplore the absence of an index. A 
book of this high standard should certainly have had one. 

Fundamentally, I have nothing but praise. The book shows 
beyond all doubt that the R.S.P.B.'s adventurous decision to spend 
time, manpower and money on these rare species has been fully justified 
by the results. 

Pleasingly illustrated, and written in a direct style that clearly 
conveys the enthusiasm of its authors, The Return of the Osprey is sure 
to interest all who are intelligently concerned about birds and bird 
protection. It deserves every success, and should earn the R.S.P.B. 
a well-merited increase in public recognition and practical support. 

K. G. SPENCER 

The Birds of Suffolk. By William H. Payn. Barrie and Rockliff, 
London, 1962. 238 pages; 1 coloured plate and 10 plates of 
monochrome photographs. 45s. 
Let it be said straight away that this is a sound book which can without 
hesitation be recommended to anyone interested in Suffolk birds. 
Indeed, the county is fortunate to have obtained within 30 years two 
such excellent works as the present one and A History of the Birds of 
Suffolk by C. B. Ticehurst, which was published in 1932, bearing in 
mind the low ebb to which ornithological observation and recording 
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there fell between 1930 and 1950. Since the war, the establishment of 
the Suffolk Bird Report, of the R.S.P.B. reserves at Minsmere and Haver-
gate, and of the ringing station near Walberswick, together with the 
general increase of interest in birds, has transformed the position and 
resulted in comprehensive coverage of the coastal belt. Inland, 
however, with the favourable exception of Breckland, many large areas 
remain neglected and the author has often had to relv on his own 
intimate personal knowledge. 

He devotes the bulk of the book to the systematic list, treating 301 
species in just under 200 pages. Information is given on distribution 
and status (including, where possible, changes in status during the 
present century, and other historical detail), and a good proportion of 
space is allotted to movements and migration periods. The accounts 
are pleasantly free from padding; they are widely based, reliable, 
concentrated and comprehensive, and have been kept relatively short 
by the exclusion of material not strictly of significance to Suffolk. 

It is interesting to find that the remarkable increase of the Bullfinch 
has been proceeding for the past fifteen years, that the Crossbill has 
never quite died out as a Breckland resident during the past fifty years, 
and that the Dartford Warbler was a resident until perhaps 1939. 
It is surprising that there have been no records of Ortolan Buntings 
during the past hundred years, apart from one at sea off Lowestoft. 
The Red-backed Shrike has been steadily decreasing here, as elsewhere 
in Britain, but the statement that there has been no evidence of breeding 
north of Southwold since 1956 should now be extended northwards to 
include Benacre. 

Repeatedly in the systematic list, reference is made to the impoverish
ing effects of disturbance as a result of increased human leisure and 
mobility, and, perhaps even more, the destruction of habitat by affores
tation, ploughing of heathlands, drainage, wholesale removal of hedge
rows, and recently by poisonous agricultural sprays. These changes 
are emphasised by some delightful glimpses of the past in a section on 
"The coast and countryside fifty years ago" contributed by Lt.-Col. 
J. K. Stanford, F. C. Cook and H. j . Boreham. They are further 
dealt with in very brief chapters on "Changes in the avifauna" and 
"Analysis of the county list". The last-named section suggests a 
reasonable balance between the number of species which have in
creased, ox have bred in recent years, and those which have decreased 
or been lost as breeders; there are over thirty species in each category, 
after allowance has been made for several birds, such as the Sparrow-
hawk, Cuckoo, Tree and Meadow Pipits and Snow Bunting, which are 
not listed in the analysis but which are shown in the systematic list to 
have declined in numbers. However, some of the gains are marginal, 
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such as the Kentish Plover which made a single unsuccessful breeding 
attempt in 1952, while all too many of them depend solely on the two 
oases provided by the R.S.P.B., which account for the inclusion of 
the Avocet, Sandwich Tern, Herring Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull, 
Marsh Harrier and perhaps others. 

One cannot avoid the impression that, over the county as a whole, 
the losses are far more significant than the gains, and that they are 
likely to be carried further before long. For example, there is no 
mention of any decrease of the Chaffinch or the Yellowhammer, both 
of which seem recently to have suffered severely in other parts of 
eastern England. However, the author, writing of west Suffolk 
which is the area he knows best, says he is sure the decrease embraces 
most species; he instances the Cuckoo, of which five or six formerly 
called all day long at his home in summer, but which now is not heard 
for days on end. Thus the book gives additional touches to the 
nation-wide picture, which seems to be emerging, of a general reduc
tion in the numbers of many species—regarded by some as potentially 
a catastrophic collapse in certain cases. 

Finally, there is a chapter on migration, which shows that the 
author has long been aware of the merit of keeping a close watch on 
movements and numbers within defined areas inland, in the same way 
as the inland observation posts now being established elsewhere are 
doing. Of course, in a county like Suffolk much more movement has 
always been apparent on the coast than inland; nevertheless, it would 
have been possible to increase the impressiveness of the accounts of 
the extent and duration of coastal visible migration if the very recent 
intensive year-round observations at Minsmere by the invariably 
early-rising H. E. Axell had been made in the period covered by this 
book. 

The absence of a proper map is aggravated by the publishers' claim 
on the jacket that there are two maps. These are, in fact, only end
papers which repeat at the front and back of the book a single pleasant 
outline sketch of the county, incorporating in appropriate places 
drawings of one or two typical birds such as the Avocet and Stone 
Curlew as well as a dozen or two of the more important towns and 
waterways. P . A . D . H O L L O M 
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