
Reviews 
A Glossary for Bird Watchers. By Michael Lister. Phoenix 
House, London, 1962. v i i + 9 6 pages. 8s. 6d. 
Technical terms are often essential in scientific papers, saving both 
space and time, though some writers, intoxicated by their own jargon 
(or 'gobbledygook' to take the wider and more expressive American 
word), use them far too recklessly. This can be a serious hindrance 
to many readers, who abandon in despair a paper which interests them 
or struggle on with only a confused idea of the author's meaning. 
There should be a ready welcome, therefore, for this useful compilation 
by Michael Lister, a more comprehensive version of the glossary in 
his earlier The Bird Watcher's Reference Book, (1956). 

It covers a wide range of subjects, from anatomy, behaviour and 
ecology to falconry, migration and statistics, and in most cases gives 
the Dutch, French and German equivalents of the terms defined. 
His selection is a full one; indeed, he might well have been more 
ruthless, for some of the terms have now gone out of use and others 
have found little favour except with their original inventor. The 
definitions are clear and concise, and wherever possible he gives those 
agreed by representative groups of experts in the subject. Sometimes, 
as with 'navigation' and 'orientation', he has to admit that there is no 
general agreement on the precise meaning, and with 'territory' he 
merely lists the many papers where different definitions have been 
attempted, though with a term of such wide use and importance it 
would surely have been helpful to quote them all in full. 

Slim though it is, the glossary includes a high proportion of terms 
usually encountered, but in a future edition I would suggest the 
addition of 'xerophilous', 'eutrophic' and 'preparatory phase', and 
perhaps something on the main groups of toxic chemicals which now, 
unfortunately, are appearing more and more frequently in ornithologi
cal literature. These are minor points; a difficult task has been done 
well, and there can hardly be a more useful or inexpensive addition to 
an ornithological library. S T A N L E Y C R A M P 

The Bird Notes Bedside Book. Edited by Gwen Davies. The 
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, Sandy, 1962. 138 pages ; 
16 monochrome plates; line-drawings. 10s., plus i s . postage 
(obtainable only from the R.S.P.B.). 
Bird Notes is the official quarterly journal of the R.S.P.B., and this 
anthology, compiled from the issues of the past few years, reflects 
well its range and style. Bird Notes normally eschews the purple 
passage as fiercely as the dully scientific, but between these extremes 
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there is a good variety of matter, uneven in literary merit, but revealing 
always the enthusiasm of the authors. One can read of young men 
doing ornithological "tons" in Scotland and Suffolk, and the strictures 
of the Rev. P. H. T. Hartley on such, to him, arid sport; of the orni
thology of inn signs; of poets as bird observers; and of the breeding 
habits of the Hornbill. We find observations on the Golden Oriole, 
Sussex Nightjars and Bitterns; and there is Peter Conder's excellent 
little article on Skokholm's cliffs. There are, in fact, thirty-four 
items to choose from in this anthology, including the cream of that 
original humorist, M. F. M. Meiklejohn. Here we have his notes on 
the Hoodwink (Dissimulatrix spuria) and on 'How to Identify Birds' 
(punctuated by Professor Peewit's startling advertisements), together 
with selected verse which includes such classic couplets as the Dun-
nock's lament: 

That egg you laid to-day was blotched: 
I think it comes of being watched. 

All in all, this is a charming and unpretentious book for the bedsides 
of unpretentious bird-watchers. RAYMOND CORDERO 
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