
Requests for information 
Spread of the Collared Dove in Britain and Ireland.—As briefly mentioned at 
the end of the account of the Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto in the April issue 
(Brit. Birds, 57: 170-174), data on the spread of this species in Britain and Ireland are 
now being collected with a view to publishing a long overdue summary. All 
observations sent to the editors in the past have been forwarded to the organiser, 
who will be grateful for any additional details or new records now available. 
Records of fresh places colonised are obviously important, but no less so is infor
mation from areas where the species has become familiar. For a fuller understand
ing of the population turnover it is necessary to know what happens when the 
optimum density is reached. There is some evidence that juveniles may remain on 
their home grounds all winter before dispersing in the spring, and counts by those 
who have watched a colony over a year's cycle will help test this. At the same 
time, information on habitat preferences, nest-sites and breeding dates will be most 
useful. 

We ask, therefore, that all records which have not yet been published in county 
reports, Scottish Birds or the Irish Bird Report, especially those relating to 1963 and 
1964, should be sent to Robert Hudson, British Trust for Ornithology, Beech 
Grove, Tring, Hertfordshire. It would be helpful if those for 1963 and earlier 
could be supplied by 1st August and as much information as possible on 1964 by 1st 
December. Observations for the last month of the year will then be added when the 
analysis is in draft as it is hoped to publish the paper not later than April 1965. 

Colour-marked Swifts.—A. Archer and C. Bower are colour-marking Swifts 
Apus apus in Yorkshire this summer and they would be grateful if observers in all 
parts of the country would look out for these birds. Anyone who sees a marked 
Swift is asked to send details of the colour seen and its exact position on the bird, 
together with the date, the locality and any other notes which seem relevant, to 
C. Bower, 77 Oakdale, Worsborough Bridge, Barnsley, Yorkshire. 

307 


	Requests for information
	Spread of the Collared Dove in Britain and Ireland
	Colour-marked Swifts


