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Dr. N. W. Moore is to be congratulated not only on the marathon task 
of editing this symposium volume and getting it published in less than 
a year, but also on his able directorship of the Advanced Study 
Institute. The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation generously spon
sored the Institute which was held from 1st to 14th July 1965 at Monks 
Wood Experimental Station, the base of the Nature Conservancy's 
Toxic Chemicals and Wildlife Section. 

The symposium was planned primarily for scientists of different 
disciplines to get together. Most were from government agencies 
and universities; their task was to discuss basic information about 
pesticides and their use, and wildlife populations and the effects of 
pesticides on them. There was thus a remarkable gathering of toxi-
cologists, chemists, ecologists and others from many countries. 

A total of 34 invited papers was presented from the 72 partici
pants; and, among the 24 papers concerned with research projects, 18 
dealt primarily with birds. An adequate outline of so many papers is 
impossible in a short review, so that the following can provide only the 
briefest summary of their scope and extent. 

Following a review of the value of pesticides and a quantitative 
assessment of their use in Great Britain, the results are discussed of 
their effects on wildlife in Switzerland, the Netherlands and Cali
fornia, on salmonid fish, freshwater pond life, reproduction of Herring 
Gulls ~Larus argmtatus, populations of American White Pelicans 
Pelecanus erythrorhynchos, inter-actions of effects on plants and animals, 
breeding success of Ospreys Pandion haliaetus, populations of various 

birds near the ends of food chains (Heron Ardea cinerea, Great Crested 
Grebe Podkeps cristatus and birds of prey), breeding Pheasants Phasianus 
colchicus, Hares Lepus timidus, forest birds (phosphamidon) and House 
Sparrows Passer domesticus (DDT), and reproduction of Red-legged 
Partridges Alectoris rufa (thiram). 

Work on residues and on their effects or distribution in various 
ecosystems or areas is described, for example from Lake Michigan and 
Antarctica, in British birds (DDT) and in an estuarine environment. 
The work of various committees and organisations is also discussed, 
notably that of I.U.C.N.'s Committee on the Ecological Effects of 
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Chemical Controls, the British Pesticides Safety Scheme and a special 
committee set up in France to investigate the effects of pesticide 
treatment. Among other topics covered are the effects of pesticides on 
non-target organisms in the course of vector control; 'integrated 
control' and possible future patterns of pest control; contaminated 
invertebrates and their risk to birds; toxicity of various pesticides to 
game-birds; behavioural changes due to pesticide contamination; the 
need for an international monitoring system; the use of isotopes in 
establishing the translocation of pesticides; and methods of studying 
the effects of pesticides on birds in the absence of analytical facilities. 

This valuable series of papers emphasises the importance and com
plexity of the global scale of pesticide/wildlife problems. Dr. Moore 
completes the main text of the volume with a masterly assessment of 
the discussions which took place at the symposium. Of particular 
importance here is his emphasis on gaps in our knowledge and on 
unresolved problems. He also stresses the need for information on 
long-term population trends. Readers will find this section of im
mense help in putting the pesticide/wildlife problem in proper per
spective. In this respect we should be careful not to overlook other 
factors, such as marsh-draining and hedgerow destruction, to name 
only two, which can effect bird populations and distribution. 

A general statement by the participants of the Advanced Study 
Institute appears in an appendix and there is an adequate index to 
species, pesticides and subjects. J . S. A S H 

The Birds of Berkshire and Oxfordshire. By M. C. Radford. 
Longmans, London, 1966. 212 pages; frontispiece and 19 black-
and-white plates; 2 maps. 42s. 
An up-to-date account of the bird life of these two counties has long 
been needed and Mrs. Radford has placed us deeply in her debt by 
undertaking this arduous task. The resulting volume is compact and 
easy to handle, well produced and replete with information. 

Of the introductory chapters which fill the first ?g pages, I enjoyed 
especially the well-documented historical section of the contribution by 
E. L. Jones on the Lambourn Downs and the short but informative 
account by L. R. Lewis of the Kennet Valley and its birds. C. M. 
Perrins provides a useful 'Historical Background' and Raymond South 
has written enthusiastically on Windsor Great Park and its neighbour
hood. One wonders on what principle the selected areas were chosen, 
for other localities or habitats quickly suggest themselves and with 
both the Reading and the Oxford areas so fully documented it seems 
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odd that neither should be represented here. Introductory chapters 
arranged by habitat—chalk downs, heath, forest, gravel pits and so on 
—would have been illuminating. 

The systematic list itself, on pages 40-195, gives ample evidence of 
the magnitude of the task undertaken and I suspect that most people 
will find much that is new to them, as I did, especially concerning such 
birds as the Redstart which have a 'patchy' distribution in the two 
counties. A valuable feature is the extraction in many instances of 
relevant ringing recoveries. But some criticisms must be made. For 
example, I should like to have seen information for the two counties 
clearly separated and records arranged in a more systematic manner. 
Ambiguity of statement is not always avoided and it is a pity when 
such records as those of the Scaup are set out according to no obvious 
plan. 

Perhaps as a result of the non-standardised manner of presentation, 
perhaps because the author must inevitably know some areas much 
better than others, the general impression of the status of a species is 
not always satisfactorily conveyed. Although my acquaintance is 
closest with the Reading area, I have misgivings in this respect over the 
statements given for the Golden Plover, Green Sandpiper, Kingfisher, 
Willow Tit and Yellowhammer. The last is a case (and there are 
others among common species) where a fuller account would have 
been more helpful. 

Some errors are perhaps to be expected where so many records are 
being handled; but they undermine one's confidence in the rest. The 
Black-throated Diver at Whiteknights Lake in 1950 in fact stayed six 
weeks; the Red-necked Phalarope (which, incidentally, is misplaced in 
the index) visited Marsh Baldon in i960, not 1950; the Ring-necked 
Duck came in 1959, not 1960. Again, on what basis are certain records 
omitted ? Why is there no mention of the pair of Red-crested Pochards 
at Woodley on 12th March i960? Why is the Montagu's Harrier 
watched at close range at Manor Farm on 20th April 1959 left out, 
whilst the apparently less well documented Marsh Harrier seen by the 
same observer at Sonning Eye in December 1958 is included? 

The sketch-maps are very useful and the gazeteer a valuable addition. 
The excellent photographs—mainly of habitats, but including a few of 
birds—are pleasing and highly evocative of the scenes we know. 
Every ornithologist with any interest in the two counties will wish to 
possess this book and will be grateful to Mrs. Radford for the lasting 
service she has rendered in writing it. E . V . W A T S O N 
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