
Reviews 
Birds of the Atlantic Islands. By David A. Bannerman and W. 
Maty Bannerman. Volume II, illustrated by D. M. Reid-Henry, 
and Volume III, illustrated by D. M. Reid-Henry and George E. 
Lodge. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh and London, 1965 and 1966. 
Volume II: xlvi i i+207 P a ges ; 8 colour and 2 monochrome plates; 
I map. Volume III: x ix+262 pages; 8 colour and 21 monochrome 
plates; 8 maps. Each 84s. 
The first volume of this sumptuous history of the birds of the Atlantic 
islands (restricted to the archipelagos of the Azores, Madeira, Canaries 
and Cape Verdes) was reviewed in these pages in June 1964 (Brit. 
Birds, 57: 256-257). That first volume dealt with the Canaries. Volumes 
II and III cover Madeira and the Azores respectively. Both these 
groups of islands are much more remote from the nearest continent 
than either the Canaries or the Cape Verdes, Madeira being about 560 
miles away and Sao Miguel, the largest and one of the nearest of the 
Azores, just over 800 miles. Both groups are volcanic, but whereas 
Madeira is compact, with all the constituent islands visible from the 
main one, the Azores stretch out across 380 miles on the mid-Atlantic 
ridge, so that at the west they are almost as near to the coast of America 
as at the east they are to Europe. (Distances quoted are not as given 
in the relevant chapters, but have been checked for me by C. J. Mead.) 

As usual on comparatively small islands—Madeira and Sao Miguel 
are each about the same size as the Isle of Man—resident bird species 
are few, there being about 36 on Madeira and about 31 on the Azores. 
They are also at great risk, through human destruction of habitat, 
through persecution because they are regarded as pests, or through 
being netted for cageing. The distinctive Azorean Bullfinch Pyrrhula 
pyrrhula murina, the male of which has no red while both sexes have 
the rump and under tail-coverts grey-brown and not white, has been 
brought to the verge of extinction, as has the local Greenfinch Carduelis 
Moris aurantiiventris. At the same time, I understand that the recent 
introduction of toxic chemicals to Madeira has had a disastrous effect 
on the numbers, never very large, of the local Sparrowhawk Accipiter 
nisusgranti and Buzzard Buteo buteo iarterti (the latter now often 'lumped' 
with the nominate race). Even a couple of years ago the Buzzard was a 
conspicuous feature of that splendid landscape and the Bannermans 
remark, 'How dull the skies would look if there were no buzzards in 
Madeira!'; but it may soon be so. The beautiful Laurel Pigeon Columba 
troca% still flourishes in the well-conserved laurel forest on the north of 
the island; but the local Woodpigeons Columba palumbus maderensis and 
a^prica are on the verge of extinction, if not already gone. 
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Ample as are the individual articles in these two volumes, there is 
still much to be learnt about the birds of both groups of islands. The 
status of the seabirds, especially the petrels and shearwaters of which 
there are six or perhaps seven species in Madeira and four or five in the 
Azores, is still little known. Then there are forms such as the Blackcaps 
Sylvia atrkapilla obscura and atlantis (two races not now always upheld) 
and Grey Wagtails Motacilla cinerea schmit^i and patrkiae of Madeira and 
the Azores respectively, the Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus madeirensis of 
Madeira or the three distinct Goldcrests R. regu/us a^prkus, sanctae-
mariae and inermis of the Azores, all of which exploit ecological niches 
far more extensive than those of their continental representatives. For 
in neither archipelago are there any resident tits (Paridae), nuthatches 
(Sittidae), creepers (Certhiidae), wrens (Troglodytidae), flycatchers 
(Muscicapinae) or accentors (Prunellidae) and, apart from the Blackcap, 
the only other resident warbler is the Spectacled Warbler Sylvia 
conspkillata bella of Madeira (now often combined with orbitalis of the 
Cape Verdes and Canaries). Yet the White Wagtail Motacilla a. alba is a 
regular winter-visitor to Madeira and there seems no reason why it 
should not remain to breed. The migrants would indeed repay study, 
especially on Madeira or rather on Porto Santo which is much easier 
to work. There have been 44 passerine species (including 13 warblers) 
recorded in Madeira, as against only 14 (no warblers) in the much 
remoter Azores. The autumn migration of waders on Porto Santo is 
said to be very remarkable, but the island is about 540 miles west-
south-west of Cape St. Vincent and on the route nowhere. 

Those of us who know the islands, and those who will come to 
know them, are all much indebted to Dr. and Mrs. Bannerman for 
having put on record, in a manner which is both critical and readable, 
all that is at present known of their birds. For good measure they have 
provided full topographical descriptions and histories of the islands 
themselves. And still, in spite of airports and toxic chemicals and the 
rest of the squalid paraphernalia of the 20th century, the islands remain 
largely unspoilt and very beautiful. E . J . M. B U X T O N 

The Penguin Dictionary of British Natural History. By Richard 
and Maisie Fitter. Penguin Books, Harmondsworth, Middlesex, 
1967. 352 pages. 8s. 6d. 
Another book from the pen of Richard Fitter, this time in company 
with his wife and ranging rather more widely than one subject. As co
authors they have gathered together in one volume those words and 
terms which occur in natural history and have then tried to explain in 
simple language what the terms mean. Natural history is defined in its 
broadest sense to cover all natural phenomena and, though concentrat
ing on living things, also includes certain inanimate objects, such as 
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rocks and soils. The dictionary is designed primarily for the use of field 
naturalists and students, and consists mainly of vernacular names of 
plants and animals, their scientific families, and a number of ecological, 
ethological and genetical terms in general use. 

It would be easy to quibble at the omissions and possibly at some of 
the definitions, but in any book of this nature the selection must to some 
extent be subjective and the Fitters have produced an extremely useful 
and comprehensive dictionary. I hope that its employment will be wide
spread, for there is a distressing and increasing misuse of certain 
words that are in vogue, such as 'conservation', 'community', 'niche', 
'habitat' and many others, and this is not confined to natural history 
circles. The daily press and television are continually using this fashion
able jargon without defining or even caring what the terms actually 
mean. Without such a dictionary as this, many of these words, which 
have particular meanings, will become worthless. 

Following the standard practice in a review of this kind, I opened the 
book at random and found fascinating examples of my own ignorance. 
For instance, did you know that 'Bouncing Bett' is Soapwort Sapottaria 
officinalis, or that a 'Cushie Doo' is the Scottish name for a Woodpigeon 
Columba palumbust Did you know that 'Navelwort' is Wall Pennywort 
Umbilicus rupestris, that a 'Tompot' is a Blenny Bletmius gattorugim, or 
that a 'scrawbog' is a lough covered with a floating mass of vegetation ? 

This is a most impressive and stimulating book and one which I 
would thoroughly recommend to any student of natural history. It is a 
welcome addition to the excellent series of reference books produced by 
Penguin Books, and is a 'must' for scrabble-addicts, crossword fiends 
and all who suffer from insomnia. P. j . S. OLNEY 

ALSO RECEIVED 
A Field Guide to the Birds of New Zealand. By R. A. Falla, R. B, Sibson and E. G. 

Turbott. Collins, London, 1967. 30s. 
A Guide to Irish Birds. By Christopher Moriarty, Mercier Press, Cork, 1967. 15s. 
Animals and Birds in Australia. By Graham Pizzey. Cassell, Melbourne, 1967. £5 5 s. 
Fresh Water Pollution Control in Europe. Council of Europe, Strasbourg, 1966. French 

francs 6. 
Handbook of Birds of Eastern North America. By Frank M. Chapman. Reprinted by 

Dover Publications, New York, 1967. 24s. 
High Fly. By Molly and John Burkett. Pelham Books, London, 1967. 30s. 
Oasis among the Chimney Pots. By Gwen Haines. Harviil Press, London, 1966. 16s. 
Pobjolan Lt'nnut Varikuvin. vol. 1. By L. von Haartman and others. Otava Press, 

Helsinki, 1963-66. 
The Age of Monsters. By Dr. Josef Augusta. Paul Hamlyn, London, 1966. 30s. 
The Animal Anthology. Compiled by Diana Spearman. John Baker, London, 1966. 

25s. 
The Last Eagle. By Daniel Mannix. Longmans, London, 1967. 18s. 
The Technique of Bird Photography. By John Warham. Revised edition. Focal Press, 

London, 1966. 42s. 

528 


	Birds of the Atlantic Islands. By David A. Bannerman and W. Mary Bannerman
	The Penguin Dictionary of British Natural History. By Richard and Maisie Fitter
	Also received



