
Review 
Birdwatching: a Guide to European Birds. By Bertel Bmun. 
Illustrated by Philippe Degrave. Paul Hamlyn, London, 1967. 
160 pages with 350 illustrations in colour. 5s. 
The concept of this paperback is that of a handy comprehensive 
European bird-book at a mass market price for beginners. As such, it 
has inevitably to be compared with earlier members of the tribe. The 
format is familiar. There are introductory sections on the book's use, 
classification, migration, habitat, equipment, bird-gardening and so on. 
Several pages, particularly those on classification, recall those of other 
guides very closely. The main body consists of a systematic treatment 
of all breeding species or regular migrants. These are depicted in 
coloured illustrations with short texts and, in many cases, small maps 
giving winter and summer distribution and migratory routes. Though 
very small, the latter do show some originality of concept. Yet the 
only really exceptional thing about the book is its price. 

Does it, however, possess any true value ? The answer has to be al
most entirely negative. The main reason for this is the quite appalling 
standard of accuracy in the illustrations. There is an unidentifiable 
finch on the cover, Rock Buntings labelled 'Lapland Bunting' on page 
10, a desperately misleading pair of wings (theoretically of Teal and 
Garganey) on page 15, a Buzzard silhouette that looks like a harrier 
on page 16—and all these are in the introductory sections. What 
happens thereafter is worse: the Squacco Heron is in fact a Cattle 
Egret (and vice versa), the Glossy Ibis is coloured scarlet, the drake 
Gadwall has green upper-parts, and so on, until an Ortolan Bunting 
with a dark green head culminates an incredible series of mistakes in 
the most deplorable collection of bird illustrations published in recent 
years. The accuracy of the texts and maps is higher, but, even so, close 
inspection reveals juxtapositions of species names and mistakes. For 
example, the Kestrel does not apparently breed in most of Europe, and 
the Greenish Warbler is awarded the distribution of the ChifFchafF. 

Faced with such a daunting series of errors, one can only rule that 
the claims made for this guide are unwarranted, however energetic the 
compiler and distinguished the international consultants. Pot-boiling is 
inevitable in the guide market, but there is no excuse for sheer care
lessness. Even the Italian printing industry seems to have had an off 
day. Enough said, I trust. D . I . M . W A L L A C E 
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