
Request for information 
Proposed report on scarce migrants.—The records of 15 species which occur 
annually in Britain and Ireland in small numbers are being analysed for the ten years 
1958-67. Almost all of the published observations, having been extracted from 
county and regional reports, have already been coded and are in the form of Holler
ith punched cards. It is estimated that over 7,000 records are involved and so, 
although actual analysis is now beginning, publication is unlikely before 1969. 
The 15 species are: 

Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus Bluethroat Luscinia svecica 
Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta 
Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melamtos Icterine Warbler Hippolais icter'ma 
Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicmidus Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria 
Mediterranean Gull Lams melanocepbalus Yellow-browed Warbler Phylkscopus 
Sabine's Gull Larus sabini inornatus 
Hoopoe Upitpa epops Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva 
Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus Ortolan Bunting Emberi'za hortulana 

Records of indeterminate Melodious/Icterine Warblers are also being analysed. 
It will be noted that the list includes the Rough-legged Buzzard, even though 

R. E. Scott has already examined the 1958-67 records in connection with his paper 
on the influx in the winter of 1966/67 (Brit. Birds, 6 t ; 449-455); this is partly because 
his paper does not include an actual analysis of the records from the rest of the 
period and partly because it is hoped that further reports on all these 15 species 
will be published from time to time after the first ten-year one. It should be added, 
too, that certain other species which are still listed by the Rarities Committee are 
also being included in the analysis. They are White-winged Black Tern Chlidonias 
leucopterus, Gull-billed Tern Gelocbetidon nilotica, Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus 
paludicola, Greenish Warbler Pbylloscoptts trochiloides, Richard's Pipit Anthus novae-
seelandiae, Tawny Pipit A. campsfris, Woodchat Shrike Lattius senator and all Nearctlc 
waders and passerines. Records of these, however, are being extracted solely 
from the annual 'Report on rare birds in Great Britain* and the Irish Bird Report, 
not from county reports. Anyone with records of any of the 15 birds in the first 
list above, which have not been published in county or regional reports, is asked 
to send them at once to Dr. J. T. R. Sharrock, 59 Curlew Crescent, Bedford. 

470 


	Request for information



