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Danske Ynglefugle i Fortid og Nutid (Danish Breeding Birds: 
Past and Present). By Bernt Loppenthin. Odense University Press, 
Denmark, 1967.609 pages with maps of Palearctic and subregiona; 
extensive English summary of 46 pages. Danish Kr. 100. 
This, so far as I can discover, is the first full treatise in book form which 
has attempted to relate the whole history of the modern avifauna of 
a country, although no living bird community can be understood 
without a full analysis of the evidence from unwritten as well as written 
history. Denmark had hardly any significant existence as a biotope 
for birds at the height of the last (Wiirmian) glaciation of the Pleisto
cene Ice Age, when only western Jutland south of Limfjord was free 
of ice. Virtually the whole of its modern avifauna has therefore 
colonised the country since about 20,000 years ago. Dr Lappenthin, 
himself a senior scholar of avian palaeontology and archaeology, 
has made fine use of the deep analyses of the fauna and flora of Palaeo
lithic, MesolitHc, Neolithic, Bronze Age, Iron Age and Dark Age 
Denmark carried out by himself and his predecessors and colleagues. 

Over 70 non-passerine species and a small number of passerines are 
known from prehistoric Danish deposits, but there are 282 species 
which may have bred since the Wiirm maximum. Not all Dr Loppen-
thin's hypotheses about the times of late glacial and post-glacial entry 
(and in some cases temporary exit) of the Danish avifauna are therefore 
based on bones unequivocally identified by osteological masters with 
the use of comparative museum series. But over a quarter of them are. 
A bone is not itself evidence of a breeding bird (as no modern palaeon
tologist needs to be told) and few identifiable fossil or sub-fossil eggs 
are available. But Dr Loppenthin's detailed scholarship and his 
hypotheses (many of which are admittedly educated guesses, and 
evaluated much more fully in the main Danish text than in the English 
summary) are very useful indeed as a first approximation to the eco
logical succession of the avifauna through all its climatic, vegetational 
and human cultural phases. This succession has been beautifully 
worked out and correlated by the pioneer pollen-analysts and faunal 
researches of the peats, mosses and kitchen-middens of Denmark. 

It is, of course, the duty of our senior ornithologists to speculate, 
and the best of them speculate to encourage the flow of further 
hypotheses. In Dr Loppenthin's book the realms of speculation and 
of fact are carefully made clear, at least in the Danish text. The lesson 
we have to learn from the prehistoric part is to take the evidence of 
avian palaeontology more seriously, and to encourage more research. 
This lesson is particularly apt for Britain and Ireland, where the 
Records Committee of the British Ornithologists' Union has lately 
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rejected the suggestion that our forthcoming new (and overdue) 
list should include the properly identified fossils of our modern fauna, 
as does that of the American Ornithologists' Union. Today vast 
numbers of bird bones from prehistoric digs are filed without identifi
cation, and some simply abandoned, largely through lack of interested 
and trained workers; and our Pleistocene and post-glacial avifauna is 
far richer than that of Denmark! There is a bigger cadre of bird 
palaeontologists operating in New Zealand at present than there has 
been in Britain and Ireland for years. 

Denmark is the nearest part of the Continent to much of Scotland 
and England, and the fate of its modern (i.e. post-1600) avifauna has 
interesting parallels with ours. Its recent losses among breeding 
species are largely in wetlands and open land in the succession Hobby 
1851, Slavonian Grebe 1854, Arctic Skua 1864, Roller 1868, Hoopoe 
1876, Booted Eagle 1882, Eagle Owl 1884, Lesser Spotted Eagle 
1885, Great Snipe 1902, White-tailed Eagle 1911, Osprey 1916, 
Bearded Tit 1921, Caspian Tern 1944, Black Stork 1951 and Middle 
Spotted Woodpecker i960. Recent colonisations or recolonisations 
outnumber these and include Gull-billed Tern 1819, Crossbill 1850, 
Pochard 1857, Moorhen 1865, Coal Tit 1871, Black Redstart 1872, 
ChiffchafF 1873, Montagu's Harrier 1901, Little Gull 1903, Scaup 
1904, Kingfisher 1910, Bullfinch 1916, Grey Wagtail 1923, Red-backed 
Shrike 1927, Guillemot 1929, Great Black-backed Gull 1930, Curlew 
1934, Cormorant 1938, Red-crested Pochard 1940, Kittiwake 1941, 
Stonechat 1942, Collared Dove 1948, Gadwall 1950, Short-toed 
Treecreeper 1952, Black Woodpecker 1961 and Penduline Tit 1964. 

Nearly two dozen other species are decreasing, 15 are irregular 
and 13 are increasing (in addition to most of the colonists). Besides 
the Canada Goose and the Pheasant, the Partridge is a feral species 
after deliberate introduction (or reintroduction) in the 16th century. 
Introduced in 1893, the Red Grouse did not survive feral after 1912. 

Dr Leppenthin's book reflects the general state of Danish ornitho
logical culture in the depth of its scholarship, the breadth of its his
torical and geographical scope and the multiplicity of information from 
modern field workers. It will be stimulating for our islands' ornitho
logists to read, and not only for its prehistoric background. It is a 
major historical faunal work also, and gives the most comprehensive 
and up-to-date account of the faunal changes of the Danish birds that 
has yet appeared. Dr Loppenthin's exhaustive reading and precise 
summary of what has been published since scientific ornithology 
began in his country (with Bishop Pontoppidan in the 18 th century) 
gives him a solid standpoint of high scholarship. From this strong 
stance his excursions into justifiable and interesting speculation, 
always carefully identified as such, can only arouse positive and 
critical thought, and exacerbate none but reactionaries who consider 
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intelligent free thought dangerous. Dr Loppenthin may be mistaken 
in some of his guesses—history alone will show—but it is Dr Loppen-
thin who has pushed history along with this well-produced, learned 
and benignly provoking book. It is a credit to the influence and 
strength of the Danish Ornithological Society. JAMES F I S H E R 

Extinct and Vanishing Birds of the World. By James C. Green-
way, Jr. Dover Publications, New York, and Constable, London, 
1968. Second revised edition. 520 pages; 86 line-drawings and 
8 maps. 33s 6d. 
This scholarly study of the vanished and threatened birds of the world 
was published originally by the American Committee for International 
Wild Life Protection in 1958, but has not been readily available for 
some years. It covers 42 species and 44 subspecies known from 
museum specimens and now extinct, 19 probably extinct, others known 
only from recent osseous remains, hypothetical birds based on pictures 
or travellers' descriptions, and many existing forms whose small 
populations may be in danger. 

There is first a long essay on the geography of extinction, describing 
the main areas of the world and the losses known to have occurred. 
Generally, the continental land masses have fared reasonably well, 
except for North America where massive shooting for food in the 
19th century greatly reduced numbers of shore birds and, aided by 
habitat destruction, wiped out a species as abundant as the Passenger 
Pigeon. The great losses have been among island forms, often special
ised and with small populations, and the author paints a grim picture 
of the destruction, mainly within the last 280 years, caused by hungry 
sailors, introduced predators, loss of habitat and possibly disease, 
from the Hawaiian islands to the Mascarenes and from the West Indies 
to the Aleutians. The second and larger part of the book consists of 
very full accounts of extinct and vanishing forms, covering status, 
history, range, habitat, description (many illustrated by D. M. Reid-
Henry's drawings), habits and the location of known specimens. 

These admirably detailed accounts have been revised to 1967, thus 
including the rediscovery of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker in east 
Texas. In all, between the two editions, three species and three sub
species have been rediscovered against one species and four subspecies 
now thought to have finally vanished. It is a pity that space did not 
allow more details of recent conservation battles, such as the re-
introduction of Ne-nes into Hawaii from Slimbridge or the desperate 
and fluctuating battle to save the Whooping Cranes of North America. 
Nevertheless, this is a most valuable book for bird conservationists 
and historians, and Dover Publications are to be congratulated on 
adding this revised edition to their excellent series of reprints of books 
on natural history. STANLEY CRAMP 
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