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Reviews 
The Red Book: Wildlife in Danger. By James Fisher, Noel 
Simon and Jack Vincent. Collins, London, 1969. 368 pages; 32 
colour plates; 111 black-and-white drawings; end maps. 70s. 
The justification for much government and privately inspired lunacy 
is that it is in the interests of the people; in the short term, therefore, 
anything may be sacrificed at the sacred altar of greater production 
and efficiency. As by-products of this attitude, we pollute the air, 
land and sea, we contaminate our foods, and we destroy our wild 
places and wildlife. To the general public, even now, action is needed 
only when the results of destruction and pollution can be seen to be 
affecting them. This callous cocoon of indifference is rarely breached 
and only recently has it become fashionable to take an active interest 
in what is happening to our environment. This book helps, for it 
shows what should be done and what can be done for wildlife which 
has become so rare that it is in danger of extinction. 

It is an excellent example of a union of good background research, 
clear objective writing, the finest illustrations and first-class design 
and printing. The range of acknowledgements indicates the number 
of experts consulted, always a good sign in this type of compendium. 
Mammals and birds are dealt with in detail; reptiles, amphibians, 
fish and plants more generally. The facts are based mainly on the 
data collected by the Survival Service Commission of the International 
Union for the Conservation of Nature and contained in the loose-
leaf sheets of the Red Data Book. This material has been selected, 
extended and specially illustrated for the present book. Each animal 
is separately dealt with in the form of a potted history, with its past 
and present status, the reasons for its decline and what can be or is 
being done. It is neither deliberately pessimistic nor optimistic, 
and is as objective as the data allow. The general picture is clouded 
to some extent, however, by the inclusion of animals which are in 
the usual taxonomic turmoil and have been separated into races or 
subspecies. I would have liked some form of categories in which 
the most important animals in need of conservation could have 
been picked out. Surely it is more important to preserve a full species 
of something unique like the Blue Whale than an island race of the 
Wren. Or is it? 

The headline animals where spectacular conservation measures 
have been taken, such as Arabian Oryx, Orang Utan, Pere David's 
Deer, Whooping Crane and Nene, are well described. Equally satis
fying are the rediscoveries of species thought to have been extinct, 
including Leadbeater's Possum, Crested Shelduck, Takahe {Notornis), 
Noisy Scrub Bird and Puerto Rico Whip-poor-will. The illustrations 
are outstanding, with 52 pages of colour and over 100 black-and-white 
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drawings. Many of them have been prepared especially for this book, 
but also included are excellent reproductions of the works of John 
Gould, John James Audubon, Edward Lear, J. G. Keulemans, 
Archibald Thorburn and others. 

What would this book contain in 25 years? Many species will 
certainly have to be added and a few removed, while some will have 
become extinct. The least we can do is actively to support our con
servation bodies, and we should buy or at least read a book such as 
this one. P. J . OLNEY 

Birds of the British Isles and their Eggs. By T. A. Coward, edited 
and revised by J. A. G. Barnes. Warne, London, 1969. 359 pages; 
97 colour and 80 black-and-white plates. 55 s. 
T. A. Coward would have been pleased, I am sure, widi the way in 
which Mr Barnes has edited and brought up to date this ornithological 
classic, though at the same time perhaps a little disheartened that his 
masterpiece had to be retouched. 

Mr Barnes has combined the original three volumes into one much 
larger and has produced a very nice, well laid-out book for the 
library shelf. He has retained the great readability of Coward's work 
and his own editing and command of English have kept in tune with 
this. The book deals with all the species that have been recorded in 
Britain and Ireland on five or more occasions, but only brief details 
are given for the rare ones with five to 50 records. Each is dealt 
with in essay form and some may feel that it is a pity that there are 
no sub-headings for the various sections on general characters, dis
tribution, descriptions, behaviour, breeding and so on. Behaviour is 
covered far more comprehensively than in most popular bird-books 
and this makes good and interesting reading. Distribution is also 
dealt with well and accurately, and in this respect Mr Barnes has called 
upon J. L. F. Parslow's series of papers in British Birds (vols 60-61). 
The section on the law provides an extremely useful addition; it is 
concise and easily understood. 

The book is of little use, however, to those interested in the finer 
points of field identification; there are many that are far better. Archi
bald Thorburn's classic illustrations, though delightful to browse 
through, are of limited value to the modern birdwatcher who, in 
any case, has probably seen them many times before. The photographs, 
which appear in sections throughout the book, are some of the best by 
Eric Hosking, J. B. and S. Bottomley and others; they are again nice 
to browse through, but they do little more than increase the price of 
the book and many (perhaps all) have been published elsewhere. 
Probably the most useful for identification purposes are those of the 
Great Northern Diver in winter plumage, the Long-billed Dowitcher 
and the Wilson's Phalarope, all by the Bottomleys. 
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This, then, is a good, well-written book with some excellent sec
tions, particularly on behaviour, but students of identification should 
look elsewhere. R. F. PORTER 
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