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The Environmental Revolution. By Max Nicholson. Hodder 
and Stoughton, London, 1970. 366 pages; 70 black-and-white 
photographs; 8 text-figure maps and 2 coloured end-paper maps 
of the world. 84s. 

Several statements of objective emerge as the author unrolls the story 
and argument of this timely book with his customary mixture of strat
egic and tactical insight. All of them, however, are essentially variations 
on the theme that 'harmony between man and nature is no longer a 
mystical and abstract but a practical and pressing matter' and lead up 
to a definition of conservation as 'all that man thinks and does to 
soften his impact upon his natural environment and to satisfy his own 
true needs while enabling that environment to continue in healthy 
working order'. It is a matter of interest that the approach to these 
themes, and to the critical problems and responsibilities they involve, 
is so clearly ascribed in the opening chapter to the author's own 
odyssey as an ornithologist. The early stages of the latter played no 
small part in the fact that bird protectionists have been 'the earliest 
and, at least until very recently, the most energetic and successful arm 
of the world conservation movement'. 

Although ornithologists would therefore be the first to agree that 
conservation is an 'idea whose time has come', few would yet claim 
to have a complete understanding of how and why this has been 
brought about and of its implications. Here is the book to help them 
towards it. Its effect is rather like that of a first handbook on the birds 
of some region for which hitherto all that has been available are the 
bird lists of casual visitors, descriptions of a few new species or races, 
and the scrappy information selected by encyclopaedias. For, with 
equal attention to broad issues and detail, illuminating example, 
aphorism and witty shafts, mostly of the more barbed variety, a 
comprehensive and coherent picture is presented and a mass of material 
slotted into place in a manner worthy of the 'computer age'. The 
significance of the latter, incidentally, is a major theme of this book, 
though perhaps it never quite disposes of the difficulty that man 
tends to be the pig in the computer's poke as in all his other enter
prises. Views, always worth pondering and often arrestingly perceptive, 
are in fact expressed on almost every environmental issue and cause 
celebre of recent years and, thanks to an excellent index, can be referred 
to easily. Only very rarely, and mainly, no doubt, because of the 
exigencies of compression, are they open to some criticism for super
ficiality (as in the acceptance of the popular assessment of the Ground
nut Scheme), or for a tendency to overstatement (as in the strictures 
on the capability of a classical outlook and education in the face of 
the technical problems of environmental management). After all, 
much of the book is classically orientated and none the worse for it, 
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not excluding its reinvigorated spelling of English, for which a 
persuasive and entertaining case is presented in an appendix. 

Broadly speaking, the book falls into three sections: the first two, 
which to some extent are combined and take up some four-fifths of its 
length, constitute a history and analysis of man's impact on nature and 
nature's reaction and, secondly, of the rise and recognition of the 
conservation movement; the third section looks at the present state of 
play and the way ahead. The first section includes not only what can 
aptly be termed the tour deforce of a chapter headed 'Seven circuits of the 
earth', in which the planet is viewed and summarised through the 
eyes of an 'astronautical ecologist', but also three out of the four 
groups of illustrations—a skilfully diversified and evocative visual 
presentation of Man's Impact, the Natural Environment and the 
Emergence of Landscape. It also includes two detailed appendices, 
each supported by an end-paper map, charting and tabulating the 
Vegetational Cover of the Earth and Human Impacts on the Country
side. Unfortunately, the maps are of less use than they should be, due 
to faulty colour reproduction; other signs of over-hasty processing are 
a smatter of misprints and erroneous cross-references—the renaming 
of Kilimanjaro as 'Mount Tanganyika' under one of the photographs 
and the attribution of Kilimanjaro to Kenya in the index could be a 
casus belli in other contexts! These are minor cavils, however, and in 
this section of the book there is an enormous amount to be learned and 
inwardly digested by British ornithologists, not least in the chapter 
headed The Marks of Man, which discusses some forms of disturbance 
of the environment of which not even the most conservation-minded 
may yet be sufficiently careful. As ornithological research ranges ever 
further afield, the classification of world vegetation cover should be 
another item of special interest and add to the value of the book for 
reference. 

Not only the ornithologists, but the many others who have often 
been confused or disheartened by apparent contradictions and fissi-
parous tendencies in the conservation movement, will find that the 
second subdivision of the book (including its relevant set of illustra
tions entitled The World of Conservation), which gives the inside 
story of the progress of the movement in Britain, America and 
internationally by one who without question is uniquely well-qualified 
to tell it, does much to restore order and a sense of purpose. Perhaps 
it is inevitable, however, that the crystal-gazing process of interpreting 
and applying this purpose to the future, in the third and final section, 
is the most difficult, and sometimes controversial or pessimistic, part 
of the book. Nevertheless it contains pointers in plenty which people 
and governments can no longer afford to ignore—in its emphasis, for 
example, on the principle that all major development projects 'must be 
planned from the outset with full knowledge of and regard for their total 
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environmental repercussions'. That the establishment of this crucial 
principle is now not only a more widely recognised objective but 
probably at long last within reach, owes and will continue to owe 
much to Max Nicholson. H U G H F . I . E L L I O T T 

Private Lives. Edited by Jeffery Bos wall; introduction by Sir 
Julian Huxley. B.B.C. Publication, London, 1970. 160 pages; 
many illustrations in colour and monochrome; maps and sketches. 

35s-
Private Lives is a profusely illustrated series of studies of thirteen 
widely ranging species, based on the B.B.C.'s two famous television 
series 'Look' and 'Private Lives'. The species covered are the Robin, 
Emperor Penguin, Siamese Flying Fish, Red Fox, Kingfisher, Greater 
Horseshoe Bat, Atlantic Grey Seal, Great Crested Grebe, Large White 
Butterfly, Wandering Albatross, Hedgehog, Starling and, rather 
surprisingly, the New Forest Pony. Despite the great control exercised 
by man, the 2,500 ponies in the Forest lead an almost wild existence, 
being divided into highly organised units with fixed ranges and complex 
social lives. As such they are well worthy of Stephanie Tyler's fascinat
ing section. 

Each study is written by an expert—the birds, for example, are 
dealt with by David Lack on the Robin, Bernard Stonehouse on the 
Emperor Penguin, K. E. L. Simmons on the Great Crested Grebe, 
Lancelot Tickell on the Wandering Albatross and Jeffery Boswall on 
the Kingfisher and Starling. The authors of all the other species are 
equally well qualified for their tasks. Thus it follows that this book is 
no mere 'pot-boiler'. Each study is well illustrated and easy to read, 
but at the same time detailed and accurate. The same high standard of 
photography has gone into the illustrations as into the original 
television films. As David Lack said of Ron Eastman's film 'The 
Private Life of the Robin', the photographer has shown certain 
aspects of bird behaviour more clearly than he was able to observe 
them in life. 

This is a book to be enjoyed by anyone from the interested layman 
to the professional zoologist. Sir Frank Fraser Darling is quoted at the 
start as saying that 'The aim of science should certainly be to remove 
the mystery from natural phenomena, but not to take away wonder, 
or that quality of nature which allows for the development and play 
of aesthetic appreciation'. This is an ideal which has certainly been 
echoed by Private Lives. J . G. H A R R I S O N 
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