
Reviews 
Wild Wings to the Northlands. By S. Bayliss Smith. Witherby, 
London, 1970. 208 pages; 24 black-and-white photographs. £1.50. 
Anyone might be forgiven for thinking, on brief acquaintance, that 
this is just another birdwatcher's travelogue full of sentimental 
reminiscences and not even blessed with a crop of really good photo
graphs to relieve the tedium. In fact there is more to it than that, 
although the photographs do come as a disappointment to those of us 
privileged to have attended one of the author's superbly illustrated 
lectures. 

This is an account of the fulfilment of Mr Bayliss Smith's long-
cherished hope that one year he would be able to set out from the 
Camargue in early April and head northwards, looking in on as many 
bird reserves as possible on the way and finally arriving at the tundra 
of arctic Norway some ten weeks later. He successfully conveys the 
impression of travelling with the migrants at about their own rate of 
progress and investigating their likely resting places, while comment
ing on the kind of treatment they might receive as they pass through 
each country. So the journey starts in an area where the pressures 
exerted by Man are already great, but finishes in an unspoilt wilderness 
where Man, as yet, has scarcely left his mark. 

Along the route, and here a map would have been useful, the birds 
have to run the gauntlet of many kinds of threat. The French shore 
shooters, we are told, still have a free-for-all from 1st to 15 th May, 
thousands of birds falling prey to their guns. The author underlines 
the vital need for a chain of oases where waders may rest and feed 
safely on their journey. A few such havens do exist and these are 
described with appropriate enthusiasm. Of particular interest is the 
Le Zwin reserve in Belgium where a novel form of wader husbandry 
is practised with remarkable success. 

The message, then, is conveyed in a highly readable and engaging 
style. On arrival at the tundra we are allowed to relax and share with 
the author his unfettered joy in an arctic summer. P. J. SELLAR 

Avifauna van Nederland. Compiled by the Commissie voor de 
Nederlandse Avifauna. E. J. Brill, Leiden, 1970. 110 pages. 
Dfl 15.00. 
This second check-list of the birds of the Netherlands provides, even 
for those who do not read Dutch, a valuable and comprehensive guide 
to the avifauna of a small country, rich alike in its variety of species 
and its skilled and dedicated ornithologists. English names are given 
for all species, as well as a brief description of status. There is also, in 
the English introduction, a key to the Dutch terms used to classify 
breeding species into broad categories of total numbers, and migrants 
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and winter visitors into rough estimates of the peak numbers present 
in the country on peak days. Irregular visitors are divided into two 
groups, those with 16-30 and those with over 30 records since 1900, 
and occurrences are given in full for the still rarer vagrants. Sight 
records have been accepted only if recorded by more than one observer, 
though those made by a single observer and considered to be reliable 
are given as unconfirmed reports. The list covers records up to the end 
of 1968 (although a few more recent ones are included) and includes 
387 species, an addition of 30 since the first list in 1962. Changes in 
nomenclature and sequence 'have been drastically restricted pending a 
more clearly pronounced international agreement in this matter'; it is 
to be hoped that the efforts of one of the distinguished editors of this 
avifauna to further such agreement will meet with success. The Dutch 
text gives much other valuable information, such as main breeding 
areas and census results where available. S T A N L E Y C R A M P 
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