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The Bird Gardener's Book. By Rupert Barrington. Wolfe, London, 
1971. 125 pages. £1.50. 
Enthusiastic field ornithologists, by and large, do not make good 
gardeners and the latter often have a certain lack of sympathy for 
birds. But between the two extremes there are many thousands of 
people who like to have a decent garden and are prepared to tolerate 
the occasional depredations of Bullfinches and sparrows in return for 
much good done in less obvious ways and much pleasure at all times. 
This book attempts to show them why they should tolerate garden 
birds and how they can help to maintain a reasonable species diversity 
in an urban or suburban area. 

About two-thirds of it deals with the provision of nest sites, natural 
and artificial, which are very neatly illustrated by the author. The 
information seems exhaustive—indeed, it stretches the imagination 
to visualise the householder breaking holes in his cavity walls to 
let the tits in. Food supply would surely become critical if a high 
nesting population were contrived in a suburban area. The author gives 
some space to the bird-table side of the business and provides in
structions for the establishment of an intensive mealworm farm, but 
natural foods get scant attention. Trees and shrubs are judged primarily 
on their merits as nest sites and there is no discussion of the relative 
virtues of native and exotic plants as food sources. Nor is there any 
warning against the possible hazards of making unsuitable food 
available when young are being reared. 

The information given on roosting sites is useful and often for
gotten. The last main section deals with enemies of birds, including 
two pages each on Foxes and Magpies, one page on the general dangers 
of pollution and a quarter of a page on Grey Squirrels, with a strange 
disregard for the relative importance of the various hazards and, 
incidentally, for the natural functions of predators. There is no 
information on the use of garden pesticides or on the alternative 
methods of pest control. 

Despite its failings, a book such as this would probably still do 
more good than harm in the average person's hands had the author not 
forgotten that few gardeners want to give all their efforts to birds. 
Those not so enthusiastic should surely be persuaded with less of a 
technician's approach and rather more emphasis on the simple fact 
that birds are nice to have in one's garden. J O H N A N D R E W S 
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