
P L A T E I . Male Red-spotted Bluethroat Luscinia s. svecica, Finland, June 1971: the 
blue gorget with chestnut spot is separated from whitish underparts by black and 
chestnut bands. Below, male Lapland Bunting Calcarius lapponicus at nest, Finland, 
July 1970: note the cryptic effect of black head, white zigzag down side of neck, 
chestnut nape and black-streaked mantle and wings {photos: J. B. and S. Bottomley) 
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Until the early 1950's ornithology in Europe was largely national 
rather than international. Many reference books, most journals and 
almost all organisations dealt with the birds of a single country. 
The Handbook of British Birds detailed species and subspecies which 
had been recorded here as accidentals, yet ignored those common on 
the other side of the English Channel or North Sea which had not; the 
title of this journal implied that it dealt solely with the birds of Britain. 
One exception was the formation in 1947, under the aegis of the 
International Council for Bird Preservation, of the International 
Wildfowl Research Institute (now Bureau). 

Then in 1954 came the publication of A. Field Guide to the Birds of 
Britain and Europe, while the post-war boom in tourism gave more and 
more people the opportunity to study birds in other countries. European 
journals began to publish more material relating to birds outside 
their national limits, and British Birds has played its part in this 
with ecological sketches of the Coto Dofiana, Camargue, Barycz Valley 
and Danube Delta, with a widened scope of 'Studies of less familiar 
birds' and with such papers as 'Opportunities for co-operation with 
French ornithologists' (i960). The next step forward came in 1963 
with the inauguration of EURING—the European Committee for Bird-
Ringing—followed in 1968 by the International Bird Census Committee 
to co-ordinate habitat census work; the British Trust for Ornithology 
has taken a major share in both these first European ventures, and 
Robert Spencer and Kenneth Williamson are secretary-general and sec
retary respectively of the two committees. Meanwhile, in 1966, the 
I.W.R.B. had been extended to cover waders as well as waterfowl. 

In December 1971 new ground was broken by a European Working 
Conference arranged jointly by the B.T.O. and the Max-Planck-Institut 
of Germany, and held at Tring, Hertfordshire, under the chairmanship 
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of I. J. Ferguson-Lees. Its aim was to explore methods of encouraging, 
standardising and co-ordinating amateur network research in Europe, 
and improving analysis. Twenty-six delegates representing twelve 
countries, from Ireland, France and Italy east to Finland, Poland and 
Bulgaria, attended by invitation, together with observers from South 
Africa and the United States and a number of British ornithologists. 
Eight sessions of 1J to 2 hours covered single species censuses, nest 
records, migration data, seabirds, atlases, estuaries, moult, and 
biometrical data forms. Small working parties were set up for six of 
these topics and the results of group discussion were then presented 
at a final session. Almost complete agreement was reached on record
ing methods, format of cards, techniques of analysis (especially punch 
coding), and publication of results. The proceedings will appear in 
English in the German journal Auspicium, and this is being arranged 
by Dr J. J. M. Flegg (B.T.O.) and Dr G. Zink (Vogelwarte Radolfzell) 
who were responsible for much of the planning of the conference. 
A committee of Dr P. Busse (Poland), Dr S. Frugis (Italy), Dr E. 
Haukioja (Finland) and L. Yeatman (France), together with Drs Flegg 
and Zink, is to maintain contact with individual countries. 

Two proposals are of immediate and wide interest. First, while there 
have long been national censuses of particular species, such as the 
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea in Britain and the White Stork Ciconia ciconia 
in Germany, we need, in this age of pollution and pesticides, to 
understand the fluctuations of suitable indicator birds on a European 
scale. In view of its restricted habitat and position at the head of 
a freshwater food-chain, the Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 
was chosen for the first such European census, probably in 1973. 
Second, and of even wider interest, it is proposed to extend the 
national atlas schemes now in progress in Britain and Ireland, Denmark, 
France, Sweden and Switzerland (and planned for other countries) 
into a European atlas on a 50 km grid. It is likely that the first sample 
maps will be produced within the next five years and that fieldwork 
for a co-ordinated European atlas will start in 1985 under the auspices 
of the European Ornithological Atlas Committee, the present joint 
convenors of which are T. Dybbro (Denmark) and Dr J. T. R. 
Sharrock. 

The B.T.O. and the Max-Planck-Institut are to be congratulated on 
their initiative in encouraging such co-operation. With the develop
ment of such international reference books as the already current 
Handbuch der Vogel Mittekuropas and the projected Birds of the Western 
Valearctic, the situation augurs well for Europe to take a lead in 
worldwide studies. Dare we hope that taxonomists will follow this 
example by giving the fullest support to Professor Dr K. H. Voous's 
attempts to produce a List ofHolarctic Birds with an accepted sequence 
and agreed nomenclature ? 


