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After many years of quiescence, ornithological activities in Cyprus have 
recently become both hectic and complicated. This started with investi
gations and the collection of much back data by Dr and Mrs Bannerman 
for their Birds of Cyprus (1958). They were able to include some of the 
earlier observations made by the members of the Cyprus Ornithological 
Society, which was founded in 1957. Unfortunately, owing to poor 
liaison, errors and obscurities were not entirely eliminated then, but 
some were subsequently cleared up in the society's publications, 
notably its fifteenth Bulletin in 1964 which included a review of past 
work, an annotated check-list, a bibliography, a summary of ringing 
results, and the local conservation legislation. Stewart and Christensen 
have now produced a much handier, revised working check-list, and 
the Bannermans an updated summary of the accounts of species in their 
original work (the rest of the Middle East comes into it only in so far 
as many of the forms found in Cyprus occur there as well). 

The Stewart-Christensen list is probably the 'best buy' for those who 
know the birds but need a concise summary of their local status. 
While it is undocumented, the source of most of the authors' informa
tion can be found in past C.O.S. publications, except that the basis 
for the identification of many of the subspecies (as recognised by 
Dr C. Vaurie) reported to occur in the island is obscure: where sub-
specific names are used, more justification should be provided. The 
Bannermans' Handbook, which contains handsome plates illustrating 
the more spectacular species visiting Cyprus and the few found there 
which do not occur in Europe, will be equally useful to those who need 
fuller accounts of the birds themselves. The allocation of some, but 
not all, of the scarcer species to an appendix, and some of these to 
square brackets, seems rather arbitrary: indeed, the Caspian Herring 
Gull Larus argentatus cachinnans, whose highly probable presence has 
still to be proved, gets only half a bracket, and the Rock Sparrow, 
generally agreed not to have occurred at all in recent times, escapes 
them entirely. One could wish that both pairs of authors would treat 
breeding records as sceptically as those of migrants; those for the 
Glossy Ibis, Tawny Owl, Ring Ouzel, Blackcap and Red-backed 
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Shrike, among others, seem rather tenuous, though admittedly the 
local breeding list is shorter rather than longer than one would expect. 
Is it not also rather strange that the northern Tufted Duck should 
have been reported breeding before the southern Ferruginous Duck ? 

W. R. P. BOURNE 
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