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Tibet and its Birds. By Charles Vaurie. Witherby, London, 
197s. 407 pages; 3 colour plates and 33 black-and-white 
photographs; 7 line-drawings. £10.50. 
Tibet, high, remote and mountainous, remains perhaps the least 
known ornithologically of all the regions in the Palearctic. For long 
periods of its history it has been forbidden territory to foreigners, and 
the discoveries made during the century or so when imperialist 
pressures opened it up to hardy explorers from the north-east and 
the south have remained difficult of access in scattered publications 
and museum collections. Dr Vaurie has therefore performed an 
immense service by hunting to earth and checking most of the 
specimens they collected and analysing the literature with his 
customary skill and care. The resulting list, detailing for all known 
specimens the dates and localities where they were collected, together 
with all other available information including sight records, forms 
the core of this work, and with 505 species almost doubles the num
ber previously assumed to occur in Tibet. This fascinating book, 
however, offers far more than this, much of it of interest to the 
general reader as well as to ornithologists. 

It opens with a brilliant summary of the geography and natural 
regions of Tibet, comprising the harsh, barren northern plateau, 
ranging from 14,000 to 16,000 feet (4,300-4,900 metres) and over
shadowed by towering peaks, which to most is the typical Tibet; 
the outer plateau, more temperate, richer and long-populated; and 
the small south-east plateau, with its rich flora and almost semi-
tropical climate. Dr Vaurie then describes in an especially absorbing 
section the travellers and ornithologists who, often at considerable 
risk and discomfort, provided what knowledge we have of Tibetan 
birds. This is followed by a valuable discussion of the distribution 
and origin of the avifauna and then by a summary of what little is 
known of migration there, which suggests that about 70 species 
traverse this inhospitable area—some, including geese, ducks, 
swans and cranes, in considerable numbers and others, less 
numerous, over the Karakoram range at heights of over 16,000 feet 
(4,900 metres). Finally there is an invaluable gazetteer and a full 
list of references. 

Once again, students of the Palearctic avifauna are indebted to 
Dr Vaurie's painstaking scholarship and immense energy. If the 
current political thaw leads to the opening up of this and other areas 
under Chinese suzerainty, this will be an invaluable tool to future 
explorers, outlining clearly the innumerable gaps to be filled in 
distribution, status (with breeding proved for barely half the 
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species believed to do so), ecology and habitats. The book is also a 
pleasure to possess: superbly printed, with maps, excellent habitat 
photographs and three colour plates of some Tibetan birds by 
Arthur Singer. S T A N L E Y C R A M P 

Birds in Surrey 1900-1970. Edited by Donald Parr assisted 
by a Committee of the Surrey Bird Club. Batsford, London, 
1972. 393 pages; 33 black-and-white photographs; 4 maps; 
2 pages of diagrams. £3.50. 
One purpose of the county bird report, that stratum of local skills, 
is to lay down over the years an ornithological bedrock against the 
time when a wider interest prompts its exposure in a single volume. 
Donald Parr and his team have brought a fine insight to their task 
of researching 70 years of Surrey's history, so that residents and 
visitors alike will now find birdwatching in the county taking on a 
larger dimension. 

The book follows an accepted pattern: past history, present 
habitats, systematic list. With London sprawling across north 
Surrey, metropolitan influences have increasingly modified the 
habitat and its birds. Setting the scene, the first writer begins with the 
theme 'Man versus birds' (when the latter often perished) and traces 
the growth of the compassionate regard for birds which has cul
minated in the present boom. There follows a chapter on the geology 
of the county, which is ecologically helpful and encourages specula
tion on the ideal avian distribution had Man not confused nature 
with his works. Only 33 pages are devoted to habitats, too few to do 
justice to the subject, and one senses that each writer was forced to 
deal perfunctorily with a wealth of material. There is no chapter on 
the built-up townscape, for which the urban birdwatcher is invited 
to consult the London Natural History Society's The Birds of the 
London Area (revised edition, 1964), nor is there any evaluation of 
farming as it has shaped the bird community. These blemishes, 
however, prove to be no more than skin-deep, since the significant 
changes in the county's avifauna are noted in the systematic list. 

Four chapters deal with reservoirs and open waters; marshes, 
rivers and sewage farms; commons and open spaces; and woodland, 
downland and parkland. The use and misuse of the land, the 
permanence of some habitats and the transience of others, pressures 
from human recreation, and the importance of unpolluted rivers, 
are „ome of the subjects discussed with a historical slant that 
emphasises the responsibilities of today. As a guide to birdwatching 
in Surrey, these chapters can still point to pleasures in the field while 
enshrining memories of past glories. As a story of change, even 
neglect, they are an indictment of all who profess to value con
servation but do little in practice. Finally there is a short chapter on 
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migration and fly-lines. 

The systematic list covers 271 species, each given similar treatment 
as far as the data allow: status, habitat and distribution, breeding 
and seasonal records compared with national trends, migrations and 
ringing recoveries. The photographic plates are notable: 19 illustrate 
habitats (though none features typical farmland) and, among those 
bf birds, the Hobby, Sparrowhawk and Grasshopper Warbler are 
particularly fine. Appendices cover pre-1900 records, breeding 
ppecies (with tetrad distribution maps for 116 of them), a gazetteer 
and a comprehensive bibliography. 

This is a book in which the Surrey Bird Club can take great pride: 
the natural history gap at county level in the south-east has been 
handsomely filled. L E S L I E BAKER 
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