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Reviews 
A Rev i sed Lis t o f H a m p s h i r e and Is le o f Wight B irds . By 
E d w i n Cohen a n d J o h n Taverner . Oxford I l lustrated P r e s s , 
1972. v i i + 180 p a g e s ; 32 p h o t o g r a p h s ; one m a p a n d 42 l ine-
drawings . £2.50. 

Shortly before he died in 1970, Edwin Cohen began work on a 
revised edition of his book The Birds of Hampshire and the Isle of Wight 
(r963)> and it is sad that he was denied seeing it to fruition. J o h n 
Taverner inherited that task, but the recent surge of records has 
necessitated a completely new book. The earlier volume (reviewed 
in Brit. Birds, 57 : 208-209) included chapters on, for example, 
botanical and geological aspects, as well as the species sections usual 
in county avifaunas; the present book consists entirely of an expan
ded systematic list covering all records u p to the end of 1971. 

The species treatments often start with a quotation from The Birds 
of Hampshire and the Isle of Wight by Kelsall and M u n n (1905). This 
is followed by accounts of past and present status and distribution 
in Hampshire and 'the Island', including a wealth of data on habi
tats, breeding densities, movements, recoveries, nocking, roosting 
and so on; all records of vagrants are usually listed and their validity 
sometimes discussed briefly. Abbreviated references, and often 
observers' surnames (rare in county bird books), are given through
out for unusual records, counts, censuses, recoveries and similar 
factual information. Common species are allowed adequate room— 
for example, i j pages for Starling—and are treated as thoroughly 
as are scarce migrants and vagrants. This abundance of information, 
set in closely spaced type with narrow margins, is made more read
able by the extensive use of short paragraphs and especially by 
David ThelwelPs large and generally attractive line-drawings of 
birds. In the centre are 32 half-page monochrome photographs of 
Hampshire habitats and birds, and the rather novel printed cover 
(hard and weatherproof) is embellished, appropriately, by a colour 
plate of a Mediterranean Gull. 

Minor cavils include the unqualified listing of at least two recent 
national rarities which have never been sent to the Rarities Commit
tee (though for other rare species it is stated that all recent records 
have been accepted by British Birds); the complete lack of even the 
vaguest information for the last two decades on the admitted nesting 
of Honey Buzzards and Arctic Terns; and the perpetuation of many 
out-of-date (and even incorrect) scientific names to remain in line 
with the 1963 book. There is some evidence of past disagreements 
between the Island and the mainland: we are left wondering 
whether, for example, a Honey Buzzard at St Catherines' Point in 
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1966, 'rejected by the mainland Records Committee but accepted 
by the Island recorder', is to stand or not; and in general it seems 
that the Isle of Wight has been relatively poorly covered. 

I t is planned to publish low-priced supplements to this volume 
every five years, each wholly replacing the previous one. The present 
book, in conjunction with the general chapters in its predecessor, 
is a valuable work of reference for anyone interested in the birds 
of southern England, and Hampshire ornithologists will continue to 
be grateful for such an up-to-date and comprehensive summary of 
their county's birds. P . F . B O N H A M 

The Vis ib le Migrat ion o f Birds at Ottenby, Sweden. By Carl 
Ede l s tam. Ottenby Bird Station Report no . 58; Var Fagel-
varld Supplement no . 7. Swed i sh Ornithological Assoc iat ion , 
Stockholm, 197a. 360 p a g e s ; one photograph; m a n y l ine-
drawings , m a p s and figures. 95 Sw. Kr. 

The countries of western Europe that operate a bird observatory 
network are few, but all seem to be facing a similar problem—the 
vast bulk of data that has accumulated over the years. This large 
volume presents the results, in English and Swedish, of visible 
migration watches at Ottenby, at the southern extremity of the 
island of Oland, from June to October during the years 1947-56. 
The project was extremely ambitious, observers maintaining a dawn-
to-dusk watch on over 1,500 days. Information recorded included 
species and numbers of birds totalled in ten-minute periods, direc
tions and tracks of flight, weather, and additional data on such 
aspects as height. 

With the advent of radar studies in the 1950's, visible migration 
in Britain lost much appeal, but, although the present work deals 
with data collected over 20 years ago, it gives a clear indication 
of the value of such material for assessing annual variation and 
patterns of abundance, probably unobtainable by other methods. 
The possible sources of error, dealt with fully in the introductory 
chapters, range from personal inaccuracy in recording to mathe
matical error in the data. Reasons for changes in the pattern over 
the ten years are briefly discussed, but this is primarily a record of 
the data collected and not a major analytical appraisal. 

The first section gives annual and grand totals for each species; 
3,914,937 birds were recorded in all, including 1,087,893 Swifts 
and 604,190 Starlings. These data are then presented in histogram 
form, visually easily assimilated and showing the remarkably regular 
passage of such species as Redshank and Starling, the irruptions 
of Jays, Waxwings, Blue, Great and Coal Tits, and similar events. 
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The next section is concerned with seasonal patterns on a ten-day 
breakdown, and once again the data are presented in tables and 
histograms on a percentage basis. The histograms are far more 
stimulating than the tables, though unfortunately several species 
had obviously far from finished their migrations at the end of 
October when observations ceased, including waterfowl, diurnal 
birds of prey (an important group in the conservation field) and 
finches. 

The largest section of the book consists of diagrams concerned 
with daily variation. Here, each species is provided with two pages 
and is illustrated with a superb line-drawing by Harald Wilberg. 
Finally, there are nearly ioo pages of figures demonstrating diurnal 
rhythms in relation to sunrise and sunset. The closing sections deal 
briefly with reverse migration, weather, and notes on species 
(including comments on areas of origin, geographical races, and so 
on) ; there is an extensive list of references, and an index in English, 
Latin and Swedish. 

This is essentially a reference book which is likely to prove of 
considerable value to students of migration and conservation and 
to anyone with an interest in population dynamics. R . E . S C O T T 
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