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Announcement by the Rarities Committee 
Further to our announcement in January concerning the need for 
new members of the Rarities Committee (Brit. Birds, 68: 42-43), I 
now report on the process of nominations in February and the result 
of the election that followed in April and May. In addition to our 
own nomination of G. Williams to maintain a direct link with Welsh 
ornithology, six others were received. They were for K. Allsopp, 
T. P. Inskipp, B. Little, J. R. Mather, Dr R. J. Raines and M. J. 
Rogers, all well-known amateur ornithologists whose experience 
was clearly relevant to the task of the committee. Given the high 
standards of the nominees, the committee decided to treat the elec
tion as determining not just the next two members but the next four. 
This intention was noted on the voting papers circulated to all 
bodies entitled to elect members. We are grateful to N. Riddiford 
for undertaking the circulation to the observatories. 

By the due date of 14th May, 52 voting papers had been returned. 
No candidate failed to attract support but, scoring a first choice 
as 1 and a second as \, the first four were, in order, G. Williams 
(ig£), Dr R. J. Raines (17^), J. R. Mather (io£) and B. Little (g£). 
Accordingly, G. Williams and Dr R. J. Raines become members of 
the committee immediately; J . R. Mather and B. Little will serve 
from April 1976. 

In general, the response to the election procedure was more 
enthusiastic than on the two prior occasions when such elections 
were held, and I am very grateful to all those who played a part 
in it. The next election will be held early in 1977 in accordance 
with a set annual procedure now agreed by the committee. This, in 
particular, expressly restricts direct appointments to the committee 
to those of the chairman and honorary secretary. Further details 
of the new election procedure will be circulated to voting bodies 
in due course. D. I . M. W A L L A C E 

Chairman, Rarities Committee 

305 


